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FOREWORD 


The publication by Marietta College of 
Joseph Barker’s manuscript, which we have entitled 
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF OHIO, has 
been made possible through the fine generosity of one 
of his descendants, Mr. Henry Barker Fernald, of New 
York City, to whom the editor is indebted both for his 
mterest in the manuscript and for his practical en- 
ouragement. 
Acknowledgment is gratefully made to Mr. 
‘ Arthur Devol Barker, last survivor in Washington County 
who bears the Barker surname, and to Dr. Rodney T. 
ood, husband of Carolyn Jean (Osborne) Hood, a Barker 
Jescendant. Arthur Barker has assisted greatly by freely 
loaning the Barker family letters and documents be- 
yueathed to him through his grandfather, George W. 
Barker, and his father, James Gage Barker. Dr. Hood has 
ncreased the historical value of this publication through 
is scholarly writing of the genealogy and biography of 
Colonel Barker. 
The editor wishes to acknowledge the faith- 
Ful work of two members of the staff of the Marietta 
College Library: Mrs. Joan Newton Hock for her valued 
assistance in all phases of the preparation of this manu- 
script; and Miss Mary Louise Otto, cataloger of the manu- 
script collection, for her research and helpful suggestions. 
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Home or JosEPH BARKER 


GENEALOGY AND BIOGRAPHY 
OF JOSEPH BARKER’ 


Joseph Barker was a fifth-generation American. His 
mmigrant ancestor, James Barker, was a tailor of Rowley, Massa 
chusetts, where he was made a freeman in 1640, a month afier 
he incorporation of the town. In his will, written in August, 1678, 
shortly before his death, he states that he was “Born at Stragewell in 
Low Suffolk in Old England.” His oldest son, Barzilla (died 1694), 
also a “planter” of Rowley, married Anna, daughter of Deacon 
IMaximilian Jewett of Rowley and granddaughter of Edward Jooet, 
or Jowett (died 1614-5), a prosperous clothier of Eccleshill in the 
parish of Bradford, Yorkshire. From Barzilla the line of descent 
continues through his fifth and youngest son, Noah (1689-1749), 
who married Martha, daughter of Peter Figgot of Ipswich. Noah 
settled in Stratham, New Hampshire, where he was a weaver and 
saddler and prosperous farmer and landowner. His seventh son was 
Deacon Ephraim Barker (1734-1800). About March, 1760, Ephraim 
married Mary Manning (1733-1771) of Ipswich and settled in 
Newmarket, New Hampshire. Here, on the ninth of September, 
176s, their son, Joseph Barker, was born. 


1 Primary source materials for Joseph Barker’s biography are the original 
letters, papers and documents in possession of Arthur Devol Barker, last surviv- 
ing descendant in Wash. Co. bearing the Barker surname. A son of James Gage 
and Frances (Devol) Barker, grandson of George Wesley and Emmeline (De- 
vol) Barker, and great-grandson of Col. Joseph Barker, Arthur Barker was 
born Sept. 29, 1870, at the old Joseph Barker home in Putnam. He is an 
alumnus of Marietta College, class of 1892, and a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
scholastic fraternity. In 1905 he married Myra Belle Kile of Lowell. He has 
one daughter, Margaret Devol Barker Meredith, wife of W. Thomas Meredith. 

Other source materials are in the library of Marietta College. See also 
S. P. Hildreth, Biographical and Historical Memoirs of the Early Pioneer 
Settlers in Ohio, Cincinnati, 1852, pp. 433-463, and others cited below. 
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On his mother’s side Joseph was directly descended 
from Richard (born about 1622) and Anstice (Calley) Manning, of 
the parish of St. Petrox (Patrick’s), Dartmouth, Devonshire. In 1679 
Widow Anstice Manning and five younger children came to Salem 
in New England in a boat provided by an older son who had 
previously emigrated. The youngest son, Thomas (1665-1737), 
became a gunsmith and farmer, residing at Salem and Ipswich. He 
married Mary, daughter of Thomas Giddings. Their son, Richard 
Manning (ca. 1700-1762), also a gunsmith, married Margaret, 
daughter of Jacob Boardman. They were the parents of Mary 
Manning Barker.? 

Shortly after his first wife’s death Deacon Barker 
married Mary, the widow of David Ramsay of Amherst, and moved 
to that town in 1774. By these two wives he had at least ten children: 
Margaret, wife of Joseph Towne, a merchant of Henniker: Joseph; 
Anstice, wife of Samuel Whiting of Amherst; William, a merchant 
of Wiscasset, Maine; Jonathan, a carpenter of Amherst; James, a 
sailor, lost in a storm in the Pacific in 1800; Bowers, who evidently 
died young; Mary, wife of the Reverend Ephraim Putnam Bradford, 
a Presbyterian minister at New Boston; Relief, wife of Nathaniel 
Cleaves of Amherst, who became a bankrupt; and Ephraim, a 
merchant and distiller of Baltimore.’ 

Deacon Barker was an important housewright and 
church builder in southern New Hampshire, with meeting houses 
at Amherst, Pembroke, and Wilton to his credit. He was also a 
cabinet-maker.* He served many years as a deacon and as a musician 
in his church at Amherst. He was a man of prominence in his 
community. He was one of the original trustees of the Aurean 
Academy, a short-lived institution, founded in 1791 “to encourage 


2 For the ancestry of Joseph Barker see E. F. Barker, Barker Genealogy, 
New York, 1927, p. 389; G. B. Blodgette and A. E. Jewett, Early Settlers of 
Rowley, Massachusetts, Rowley, 1933; p. 14; T. E. Hazen, Two Founders of 
Rowley, Massachusetts, in New Eng. Hist. & Geneal. Register, 94:99; W. H. 
Manning, The Manning Families of New England and their descendants, Salem, 
1902, p. 659. 

3 The order is approximately chronological. This list corrects that found 
in the Barker Genealogy. All of the above names are attested by family letters. 
Hildreth and others mention Jeremiah Barker, a physician of Portland, Maine, 
as another son, but this is probably erroneous. See Barker Genealogy p. 240. 

* The Journal of Samuel Lane of Stratham, New Hampshire (published by 
the New Hampshire Historical Society, 1937), under date of May 9g, 1760, 
reads: “I Bo’t my Desk & Book-Case of Eph™ Barker for 100 £ old Tent” —_ a 
striking illustration of the inflation then in effect. 
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}and promote virtue and piety, and a knowledge of the English, 


Greek, and Latin languages, Mathematicks, Writing, Geography, 


Logic, Oratory, Rhetoric, and other useful and ornamental branches 


of literature.” Although not a Revolutionary soldier, his patriotism is 


shown from a resolution which he signed in April, 1776, promising 
“that we will to the utmost of our power, at the risque of our Lives 
and Fortunes, with arms, oppose the Hostile proceedings of the 
British fleets and armies against the United Colonies.’”® 

As a boy, Joseph was known for his athletic ability 
and for a ready sense of humor. His love for practical jokes led once 
to the whitewashing of a horse belonging to a disagreeable neighbor. 
He was sent away to school for several years,® returning home at 
about fourteen. He then worked as his father’s apprentice. Later he 


acquired a knowledge of architecture and surveying in addition to 


the building trade. During the years 1788 and 1789 he worked as a 
carpenter on the meeting house in New Boston. 

During this time he was courting a girl at Amherst, as 
a number of surviving letters to his ‘“‘affectionate Eliza” indicate. She 
was Elizabeth Dana; he married her in September, 1789. She had 
been born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, October 9, 1770, the eldest 
in the large family of Captain William and Mary (Bancroft) Dana. 
On both sides she was descended from long lines of New England 


| ancestors; through her mother her genealogy has been traced back to 


the family of Elwyn, living in Norfolk in the fifteenth century.’ Her 
father had become impoverished during the Revolution through the 


| depreciation of currency and had come to Amherst to live. In 1788 
| he and two sons journeyed to the Ohio country to make arrangements 
| to settle there. He returned for his family the following year. 


The opportunities of frontier settlement induced Joseph 
also to seek his fortune in the “‘Western Country.” Immediately after 


| his marriage® he and his wife accompanied Captain Dana’s family 


5 For the life of Deacon Barker, see references in D. Secomb, History of 


Amherst, New Hampshire, 1883. 
6 Hildreth’s statement that he attended Exeter Academy is inaccurate. The 


academy was founded in 1781. He may, however, have attended an earlier 


school in Exeter. 

7 For the ancestry of Elizabeth Dana, see Mrs. Champlin D. (Frances 
Dana) Burrage, The Danas and the Dana Farm, Belpre, Ohio, 1941 (copy in 
the Campus Martius Museum, Marietta); J. K. Allen, Thomas Bancroft and 
Descendants, in New Eng. Hist. & Geneal. Register, 94:2153 G. A. Moriarty, 
Jr., The Elwyns of Norfolk, in Misc. Geneal. et Herald., 5th ser., 6:17. 

8 The date and place of the marriage have not been ascertained. He was 
writing to “Miss Betsey Dana” from New Boston as late as August 30, 1789, 
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on the long journey of seven hundred miles to their new home. . 
Through New England, across New York and New Jersey, and over 
the mountains of Pennsylvania they traveled by ox-carts to Sumrill’s | 
Ferry (now West Newton). From there they floated on a rudely 
built flat boat with two other families, down the Youghiogheny tay | 
McKeesport, down the Monongahela to Pittsburgh, and thence down | 
the Ohio. They reached Marietta on the first day of November, to be - 
greeted by the cheerless sight of a few scattered log huts. if 
The early years of their settlement were years of 
difficulty. During a flood the following spring the water rose to a 
depth of six feet in their house.® Food shortages, smallpox epidemics, 
and Indian hostilities filled their lives with toil and danger. During 
the Indian War Joseph was a sergeant in the militia and had charge |} 
of the blockhouse at the Point at Marietta. In 1793 the family | 
moved down the Ohio River to Belpre in the hope of avoiding the 
smallpox; nevertheless, Mrs. Barker contracted the disease. During | 
that winter Joseph taught school at Stone’s Garrison at Belpre.*° || 
For his services in the Indian War, he received a grant |} 
of one hundred acres of land (lot No. 1 in the Donation Tract) by a 
conveyance signed by General Rufus Putnam and others of the Ohio 
Company, February 17, 1795. His lot, located seven miles up the 
Muskingum, extended on either side of the river, and included on : 
the east side a portion of the fertile lands of Wiseman’s Bottom. It } 
formed the nucleus of his farm, which he gradually extended and } 
developed into a prosperous estate of several hundred acres.’ In the | 
spring of 1795, even before the Treaty of Greenville had brought - 
peace to the country, he began to clear the forest and to set out some | 
orchards and crops. He was compelled, as he put it, to hold his scalp || 
on with one hand while he dug holes for the trees with the other.?2 


and on September 1o he settled his account with John Burns, merchant of New 
Boston. The journey westward must have begun shortly after this. | 

® His cabin in Marietta, built by William Dana in 1788, was located on 
Market Square at the S. E. corner of Front and Putnam Streets. 

10 Stone’s Garrison was built by Capt. Jonathan Stone. His son, Rufus Put- 
nam Stone, married Col. Barker’s daughter, Elizabeth; his daughter, Melissa 
Stone, married Joseph Barker, Jr.; and his daughter, Grace Stone, married Col. 
Barker’s brother-in-law, Luther Dana. 

1! Mrs. Barker’s uncle, Dr. Amos Bancroft, of Groton, Massachusetts, visit- 
ing his Ohio relatives in 1829, reported: “Col Barker has 9 children, 600 acres, — 
between 40 and 50 hogs.” j 


12 Wilson Waters, History of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Marietta, Ohio, 
Marietta, 1884, p. 13. 
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|| On December 18 of that year he moved with his family to the farm 
|| which was to be his home for nearly hak a century. 


In addition to his work of settling and developing a 


| 
|| homestead, he built homes for several Marietta families.’ During 


) 
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the years 1799 and 1800 he built the splendid mansion for Harman 
Blennerhassett at the head of Blennerhassett Island near Belpre, 
which for a few short years was a center of wealth, society, and 
culture in the region. From accounts which have been preserved, he 


}| seems to have had other business dealings with Blennerhassett during 
} this period. The fine brick house which still stands on his farm, with 


q 


its recessed windows, its concealed chimneys, its Adam doorway, and 


‘its decorated interior woodwork, reveals his competerice as a builder 


and architect. Along with his building activities he was employed by 


the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Committee for Washington County 


in 1827 as a surveyor." 


He also early engaged in the shipbuilding industry 
which flourished about Marietta until it was hurt by the Embargo 
Act of 1808. At the shipyard on his farm the oaks of Wiseman’s 
Bottom were transformed into river and ocean vessels. In 1802 he 
built the Brig Dorninic for Blennerhassett and his partner, Dudley 


| Woodbridge, Jr. In the same year he built the Indiana and in 1803 


| the Louisa for Edward William Tupper: It was through his associa- 


| tion with these three men, as a shipbuilder and a militiaman, that 


Joseph Barker stood for a moment under the spotlight of history, in 
connection with the proposed expedition of Aaron Burr, lately 
vice-president of the United States. Burr had interested both 
Blennerhassett and Tupper in his vague but grandiose plans 


13 “Mr. Barker... . erecting dwelling houses for the Hon. Paul Fearing 
[S.W. corner of Harmer and Gilman Sts.,] William Skinner, Rev. Daniel Story, 
and many others, with the Muskingum academy.” — S. P. Hildreth, Bio- 
graphical and Historical Memoirs of The Early Pioneer Settlers in Ohio, p. 456. 
See also, I. T. Frary, Early Homes of Ohio, p. 111. 

14 The exact date of Barker’s appointment as a surveyor for the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad has not been found, but, according to the American Friend 
& Marietta Gazette of April 11, 1827, the first meeting of the Washington 
County Committee for the “consideration of the most advantageous point of 
terminating the proposed Rail Road from Baltimore to the Ohio River” was 
held on April 9, 1827, at which meeting Joseph Barker, Jr. was made chairman. 

In the issue for August 29, 1827, the following item appears: “A company 
of surveyors, under the superintendence of Col. Joseph Barker, left this place on 
Monday last to explore the country, on the line of the contemplated Rail Road 
from Baltimore to the Ohio River, as far as Clarksburgh, at which place it is 
expected they will meet with the Engineers who are on a tour of reconnais- 
sance from Baltimore to the vicinity of this place.” 
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wiconcerning the lower Mississippi Valley and Mexico, and it was 
natural that Barker should become indirectly involved. 
In the spring of 1806 General Tupper asked Barker, 
now a major in his regiment, if he would be willing to take a 
t! colonel’s commission under Aaron Burr and go down the river in the 
'event of a war with Spain. Tupper showed him two military books 
lof French discipline which he said had been sent by Burr and 
‘suggested that Barker introduce some of the manoeuvres into his 
‘regiment. Barker understood that these proposals had the sanction of 
}| the government. There was considerable enthusiasm for Burr in the 
Marietta region; two of Mrs. Barker’s brothers, John and Charles 
}} Dana, actually joined the expedition. 
: In September, 1806, Dudley Woodbridge placed an 
Hiorder for fifteen boats with Joseph Barker. The boats were to 
accommodate fifty men apiece, plus baggage. Ten of them were to be 
| forty feet long, ten feet wide, and two and a half feet deep. Five were 
lto be fifty feet long. They were to be pointed at each end, for 
® traveling both upstream and down. In construction they were similar 
" | to skiffs, sided up with thin weatherboarding and covered.” On 
/November 20, Blennerhassett called at the shipyard and there 
informed Barker that the boats were to be used for Burr’s expedition. 
He ordered that one of the longer boats be fitted out for the private 
| use of Burr and himself. One boat was therefore fitted with partitions, 
| a fireplace, and glass windows. The boats were to be ready about the 
| tenth of December and were to be launched at night, to avoid 
| attracting unnecessary attention. Blennerhassett further urged 
| Barker to interest young men in the expedition and promised to pay 
him three dollars for each man whom he could recruit. Four of 
Barker’s employees engaged to join the expedition, but remained 
_ behind. 
: Events moved swiftly. Doubts arose in many minds 
concerning the legitimacy of this project which was being conducted 
| with such secrecy. A week following Blennerhassett’s visit, President 
Jefferson issued a proclamation warning the nation against a 
| conspiracy which was about to proceed against Spain, and command 
ing “all faithful citizens who have been led without due knowledge 
or consideration to participate in the said unlawful enterprise to 
withdraw from the same without delay.” On December 1, Governor 


15 H. Z. Williams, History of Washington County, Ohio, Cleveland, 1881; 
p. 467. t 
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Tiffin received word at Chillicothe of suspicious movements of men 
land arms on the Ohio River. He met at once with the legislature. 


On December 5, after deliberating in closed sessions, it passed secretly 
a bill to authorize the seizure of the boats and supplies on the 
Muskingum and the arrest of any of Burr’s agents.** Pursuant to the 
provisions of the act, Judge Return Jonathan Meigs and Major 
General Joseph Buell were ordered to seize the boats and arrest 
conspirators. With a small militia, Meigs and Buell set up a guard 


}on the banks of the Muskingum to prevent passage of the boats. 


At about six o’clock in the evening of December g, ten 
of the boats were intercepted at Marietta. These had been launched 
the preceding Sunday morning and were now on their way to 
Blennerhassett Island, where the adventurers were assembling. They 
were laden with provisions and manned by a small crew of men and 


| boys. The five remaining boats, four of them still unfinished, were 
Hi seized at the shipyard. Approximately one hundred barrels of pork 


l and meal were removed from the boats; another hundred barrels 


#} were taken at the shipyard. ‘The capture of the ‘“‘Burr flotilla,” as the 


| boats were nicknamed, was not without its humorous aspects, some 


® of which are related in Tupper’s amusing verses on “The Battle of 


Muskingum.” In a letter to Blennerhassett, written from Richmond 
the following June, Dudley Woodbridge reported that Barker had 
recovered about $400 from Blennerhassett’s estate for his work on the 
four unfinished boats (he had already received $1319 for the others), 
and that the captured boats were to be used to transport United States 
troops to St. Louis. One boat eluded capture, or was “rescued” later, 
and sailed down the Ohio to join the expedition. The seizure of the 
boats marked the beginning of the end of the Burr adventure — a 
minor event, as it happened, but one which might have changed 
drastically the course of American history."’ 

Mr. Barker took an active part in local government. 
He was appointed a justice of the peace in 1799 by Arthur St. Clair, 


16 “An Act to prevent certain acts hostile to the peace and tranquillity of 
the United States, within the jurisdiction of this State.”” December 6, 1806. 
Acts, First Session of The General Assembly of The State of Ohio, Vol. Ve 
Chillicothe, 1807, p. 45. 

17 For the Burr episode and Barker’s relation to it, see the depositions of 
Joseph Barker and Gen. Tupper in Quarterly Publications of the Hist. and 
Phil. Soc. of Ohio, 9:13,62; T. P. Abernethy, The Burr Conspiracy, New York, 
1954; N. F. Schneider, Blennerhassett Island and The Burr Conspiracy, Colum- 
bus, 1945; for the letter of Woodbridge and Tupper’s poem, see W. H. Safford, 
Blennerhassett Papers, Cincinnati, 1861, pp. 250, 661. 
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the Governor of the Territory. In the militia he rose to the position) 
of Colonel, from which rank he became generally known as ‘Colonel 
Barker.” He was strongly opposed to the formation of the state of) 
Ohio in 1803, but served it afterwards in public office. In 1804 he) 
was elected an associate justice of the Court of Common Pleas, 
resigning within the year. In 1830 he was again elected and served 
through most of two terms, to 1842, when ill health forced hi 
resignation. He was one of the representatives for Athens and | 
Washington counties in the state legislature during the session of || 
1818-1819; among the achievements of that session was the) 
organization of Morgan County (Joint Resolution, Dec. 28, 1818), 

where five of his children later settled. 

In his political affiliations he was, at first, a Federalist. 
His brother-in-law, Reverend Bradford, writing from New Hampshire 
in 1815 concerning “‘the obstinate perseverance of democracy” in 
Ohio and New England, quite approved of his views. Yet he was an. 
independent thinker, read newspapers of varying shades of opinion, — 
and later was a Democrat. His name stood on the “People’s Ticket” | 
in 1828 as an electoral candidate in Washington County, to elect 
Andrew Jackson and John GC. Calhoun, but he was not elected. 

In community affairs he was also active. In 1797 he _ 
joined the Masonic Lodge at Marietta.’* In 1814, he was secretary of © 
the Washington Benevolent General Society of his county, an 
organization devoted to charitable purposes and to the preservation | 
of the memory of George Washington. In the same year he was a 
member of the school committee for his neighborhood. In 1819 he © 
was one of the organizers of the Agricultural and Manufacturing — 
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18 American Union Lodge was organized by a group of Masons in the Revo- 
lutionary Army at Roxbury Massachusetts in 1776 and was chartered by the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts the same year. Its purpose was to hold convoca- 
tions whenever and wherever possible as the Army moved in the prosecution of 
the war — a migratory Lodge. Meetings were held in Massachusetts, New York, 
Connecticut, and New Jersey. General George Washington, a member of the 
Alexandria, Virginia, Lodge, was known to have been in attendance twice as 
a visitor. 

The charter of the Lodge at the close of the war when the armies were 
disbanded, was held by the Worshipful Master, Jonathan Heart, who migrated 
to Marietta. Heart, at the request of Masonic brethren in the Marietta settle- 
ment (among them General Rufus Putnam who had become a member while 
it was a migratory lodge), reconvened the lodge on June 28, 1790. 

Masonic lodges in America were expelled by the English Registry, and 
therefore American Union, the first chartered by the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, was the first under American Registry. 
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Society of Washington and Wood counties and was president of the 

Wsociety in the year of its first fair (1826). For three terms (1808-11 

and 1822-28) he served as a county commissioner. In 1831 he is 

found petitioning the state legislature to protect the wool industry of 

‘the county by raising the bounty on wolves. 

: Colonel Barker was interested in the support of 
(religion, as is shown by a subscription paper of 1810, headed by his 
signature, pledging toward the support of preaching in his neighbor- 
hood “for the purpose of inculcating and introducing habits of 
good order, morality, and piety, by holding up to public view 
examples worthy the imitation and practice of the rising generation.” 
He became an active worker in St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
| Marietta, from its organization in 1826, serving as one of the original 
‘wardens and frequently thereafter as vestryman.” 

He was a man of many interests and abilities. He was 
!a writer of incidental verse, a frequent speaker on patriotic occasions, 
a natural leader of his community. Not the least of his achievements 
is the following history, written for his friend and family physician, 
| Dr. Hildreth.” Its style, if not its spelling, bears witness to his talents. 
| As evidence for his scientific interests it may be noted that in 1839 
he had his head examined by James Melrose, a phrenologist, who 
‘reported on his amativeness, philoprogenitiveness, inhabitativeness, 
| adhesiveness, alimentativeness, marvellousness, mirthfulness, and 
| other equally wondrous and imponderable qualities. 

Colonel Barker had ten children, four sons and six 
| daughters. One son drowned in the Muskingum at the age of three; 
the other sons were distinguished in business and public life. One 
| daughter, Frances Dana (Mrs. James L.) Gage, achieved prominence 
| as a poet, author, and lecturer, and as an advocate of such causes as 
| temperance and women’s rights. Eight of his children married and 
| had families, giving him sixty-three grandchildren. 

| Mrs. Barker, likewise a person of ability, died July 3, 
| 1835. Colonel Barker died September 21, 1843, full of years, known 


19 Williams, op. cit., p. 615; Waters, op. Cit. sDipi3e 

20 Samuel Prescott Hildreth 1783-1863; native of Massachusetts; graduate 
of Harvard; physician; migrated to Belpre, 1806; removed to Marietta, 1808; 
became one of the leading doctors of Ohio; Ohio legislature, 1810-1811; by 
avocation a naturalist; author, Pioneer History, 1848, and Biographical and 
Historical Memoirs of The Early Pioneer Settlers in Ohio, 1852; weather observ- 
er for more than forty years; contributor to various medical and historical 


journals; trustee, Ohio University, 1812-1819. 
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and esteemed by many friends. On the following day, thirty-si 
carriages, plus many persons on horseback and on foot, made thei 
way in funeral procession to his final resting place in the Putnan 
cemetery, not far from his homestead and near to the scenes of hi 
long and useful life. 


AppiT1onaL Nore: New evidence has recently come to light concern 
ing the English origins of the Barker family. It is now clear that the 
“Stragewell” of James Barker’s will is the parish of Stradishall, 

the hundred of Risbridge, Suffolk, situated between Haverhill and) 
Bury St. Edmunds. Barkers still lived there in 1674. The name is) 
evidently ancient, for in a Subsidy Return for the year 1327 for) 
Risbridge hundred, the names of Johannes le Barkere and Ricardus le 
Barkere are listed. : 


Ropney T. Hoop 
May 1, 1958 
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| Historical accounts of the first settlements in the Ohio 
®icountry have been written in formal chronicles by various historians, 
chronicles which include only the important events of a general 
mature: the migrations of the settlers from New England, the 
lestablishment of government in the Northwest Territory, the with- 
istanding of Indian raids which soon became outright war, and the 
beginnings of agriculture, commerce and industry. In these more 
formal accounts, the day to day activities of the citizenry were 
necessarily relegated to the local historian. 
| Such an historian, in fact the only one of this period 
to write an extensive account of the lives of the settlers, was Joseph 
| Barker, whose manuscript of memoirs is herein published. In prose 
jthat, at times, is almost stark in its simplicity, Barker records an 
‘Bauthentic account of a vigorous, tough-minded people who went 
| | about the hazardous business of pioneer living with matter-of-fact 
WB courage and uncompromising ideals. It is a narrative of the daily 
| life of the early settlers, of their hardships and heroism, their 
|generosities and business shrewdness, their humor and grim 
lresolution, their perseverance in the face of starvation and sickness, 
but, above all, it is the story of their progress toward their ideal — 
the establishment of the culture of New England in the wilderness 
+B west of the Alleghenies. 
The first three years of the settlements saw the coming 
of more than four hundred men, many of them accompanied by their 
families. Their first imperative duties were the building of cabins, 
the planting and harvesting of food crops, and the executing of 
precautionary measures for defense from possible Indian raids, for 
18 although this part of the Ohio country had been ceded to the new 
§ federal government by the Indian chiefs, many of the braves failed 
to comprehend their loss of hunting grounds. Soon they grew 
resentful of the White Man, and regarded him as an enemy. 


{ 
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Indian troubles developed gradually in the settlement 
until the latter part of the year 1790. With the massacre at Big 


f 


: 


Bottom, soon thereafter, the war began in earnest and the new | 


settlers faced the urgent task of organizing into groups for protectio 
—of building stockades and forming military units for defense fro 
attack. The essential pursuit of agriculture was carried on under the 
greatest of difficulties. 


Joseph Barker lived this pioneer history. Better still for 
later generations, he recorded it, that the spirit of the times would 


not sink into oblivion. And well he did record it, as we have evidence, |) 


for every historian of Washington County has drawn heavily on the 
notes of the Barker memoirs. 


The original manuscript contains 162 closely hand- 
written pages of reminiscences, written in the closing years of 
Joseph Barker’s life at the suggestion of Dr. Samuel Prescott Hildreth 
who quoted freely from the manuscript for his two volumes of early 
Ohio history, Pioneer History, 1848, and Biographical and Historical 
Memoirs of The Early Pioneer Settlers of Ohio, 1852. The Barker 
manuscript came into the possession of Marietta College, as a part 
of the Hildreth Collection of Manuscripts, on the death of Dr. 
Hildreth in 1863. Since then, it has remained in the Marietta College | 


Library as one of its prized possessions, where it generally has been | 
referred to as “The Barker Diary.” 


The manuscript appears to have been scribed by 
several persons, for the handwriting and spelling of some parts are’ 
at wide variance with others. Annotations, thought to have been | 
made by S. P. Hildreth, are scattered throughout. One such annota-_ 
tion is the date “1844” on page 1 of the manuscript which dates 


the manuscript at least one year after the death of Barker and four . 
years prior to Hildreth’s own history. | | 


In copying and editing the manuscript a minimum of q 


additions or changes have been made, and those necessary have been 


wer Gab, Ul YG IS Dake a ibe Sot We AL A TE rte RDP CL i 


with the intent of the writer, Joseph Barker, fully in mind. The | 


spelling is the author’s own; no changes were imposed. The 
capitalization has been altered only to insure that the first word of 
every sentence begins with a capital letter. The changes in punctua- 
tion have been the most numerous, but here again the additions | 
have been limited to the replacement of dashes with commas, 
semicolons and periods to render the account more readable. 


| The usefulness of the manuscript as a reference 
obviously has been increased by the inclusion of an index, and by 
the multitude of editorial notes identifying persons and places and 
enlarging upon events mentioned by Joseph Barker. 

The publication of the book, originally planned for the 
descendants of Joseph Barker, now makes available another primary 
source for devotees of local history in the Buckeye state, as well as in 
the other states of the “Territory North West of the river Ohio.” 


l 


GrEoRGE J. BLAZIER 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE FIRST 
SETTLEMENT OF OHIO 


| 1844 

'Doctr S. P. Hildreth, 

D' Sir— 

In responding to your Questions relative to first settle 
—ment of this County, I shall have to state many occurrences not 
‘coming under my immediate notice, but which from information on 
ithe spot attended by such corroberating circumstances as were suffi 
| =cient to produce, in my mind, a connection of their correctness & 
| truth. 

Question 1st — When was the 


{Ohio Comp” formed Min persuance of a Notice in the 


| public prints, of an address from Gen’ Putnam’ & 
Tupper’ to the Officers & soldiers of the American Army, dated 


1 Following enactment of the Ordinance of July 13, 1787, the first organiza- 
tion to negotiate with the government for the purchase of lands was the Ohio Co. 
of Associates. This company was the outgrowth of the plans of Gen. Benjamin 
| Tupper and Gen. Rufus Putnam. Gen. Tupper had recently returned from a 
| journey to the Ohio country and was prepared to recommend such a purchase. 
| Accordingly, a meeting was called for March 1, 1786, at the “Bunch of Grapes” 
Tavern in Boston, and out of this meeting of representative men in seven counties 
| of Mass. was formed the Ohio Co. of Associates. Directors were elected and prep- 
| arations were made for the negotiation of land purchases. The Ordinance of 1787 
_ having provided for the government of the N. W. Terr., accordingly the govern- 
ment accepted the contract for land purchase on Oct. 27, 1787. Under Ohio Co. 
regulations, each share entitled its owner to 1183 acres of land, and shareholders 
were limited to five shares each; there were 817 shareholders. Within six weeks 
the surveyors and employees of the Ohio Co. were en route to the Ohio country. 


2 Brig. Gen Rufus Putnam, 1738-1824; born Sutton, Mass.; soldier, French 
War, Rev. War; supt. & dir. Ohio Co., 1787; judge, N. W. Terr., 1790; surveyor 
gen. U. S., 1792-1803; Muskingum Acad. founder & trustee, 1797; member Ohio 
Const. Conv., 1802; trustee, Ohio Univ. 


8 Brig. Gen. Benjamin Tupper, 1738-1792; born Stoughton, Mass.; soldier, 
French War, Rev. War; surveyor Seven Ranges, 1786; judge, Court of Common 
Pleas, Wash. Co., Ohio 1788; invention of screw propeller sometimes attributed to 
him. 
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January y°® 25, 1786, a meeting was held in Boston, March y* 1%, 
1786 [by those officers and soldiers] who formed an association by 
the Name of the Ohio Company, who appointed five directors, « 
Treasurer, & Secretary. Another 


(2) : 

Another meeting was held the 29" of August, which adjourned to 
the 21% of November, at which time they met at Bracketts Tavern: 
in Boston. 
At this meeting the directors & Agents‘ of the Com 

=pany Resolved that they would send out to the Muskingum four 
surveyors & twenty two Men: six Boat Builders, four House Carpen 
=ters, One Blacksmith, & nine common workman. That the Boat 
builders & men, with the Surveyors, be proprietors of the Company; 
that their tools, one ax & one hoe to each Man, & thirty pounds 
weight of Baggage, be carried in the Companies Waggons; & their 
subsistance on their Journey be furnished by the Company. | 
That each Man furnish himself with a good small 

arm, bayonet, 6 flints, a powder horn & pouch, priming wire & brush, 
half a pound of powder, one pound of balls, & one pound of Buckshot : 
—be subject to the orders of the superintendent, & in case of interup - 
=tion from { 


| (3) q 
from an enemy, [be subject] to Military command, on forfit of their — 
wages. 


[That] Col? Ebenezer Sprat® from Road Island, Anselm 
Tupper® & John Mathews’ from Massachusetts, Col® R. J. Meigs® — 
from Connecticut [be] Surveyors. 


* An agent was the liaison officer between the directors of the Ohio Co. and 
the shareholders, in charge of 20 or more shares of stock, with duties of locating 
lands for the shareholders, and collecting monies due the Company from the sale 
of shares. Each agent, therefore, had a dual responsibility to the Company and ~ 
the shareholders. . 

5 Col. Ebenezer Sproat, 1752-1805; born Middleborough, Mass.; soldier, Rev. 
War; surveyor Seven Ranges, 1786; surveyor Ohio Co., 1787-1791; sheriff, Wash. 
Co., Ohio, 1788-1802; nicknamed “Old Hetuck” because of his large stature, 
personifying the big Buckeye. 

6 Maj. Anselm Tupper, 1763-1808; born Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; Campus 
Martius militia, 1791-1795; first teacher in N. W. Terr. 

7 John Matthews, 1765- ; of New Braintree, Mass.; nephew of Rufus 
Putnam; served under Putnam, Rev. War; to western country to survey Seven 
Ranges, 1786-1787; Ohio Co. surveyor, 1788; settled in Muskingum Co., 17096; 
surveyor U. S. Military tract, 1798; business; rep. from Wash. Co. to Ohio Gen. 
Assembly, 1807-1808; Ohio senator from Muskingum Co., 1820. 

8 Col. Return Jonathan Meigs, sr., 1734-1823; born Middletown, Conn.; 
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| That Gen! Rufus Putnam be the superintendant of all 
the business afforesaid, & he is to be Obeyed & respected accordingly. 
: That the Boat Builders shall proceed next Monday, & 
the sur'veyers rendezvous at Hartford, the first day of January, 1788 
—on their way to the Muskingum. 

Resolved that this meeting of Directors & Agents of 


: When the Men & meterial were collected Gen' Putnam 
moved on for the Muskingum. When near the Mountains he sent 


Major Haffield White® forward to Sumrills Ferry,*® thirty miles 
above Pittsburg on the Yohiogany, 


(4) 


‘with some Boat builders to procure Timber & Commence building 
Boat. The Company arrived about three weeks after, but found 
nothing in forwardness for the Boat. 
Gen! Putnam imployed Capt Jonathan Devol,** who 
‘had been engaged in Ship building in Rhoade Island, to take the 
charge of constructing a Boat? forty five feet long, twelve feet wide; 
‘the bow was curved, strongly knee’d at the corners & otherwise 
substatially built, & covered with a roof like a House. 

On the 7 of April, 1788, As the Boat was floating 


rf 
down along side of Kerrs Island,*? in the Morning, Cap‘ Devol said 


soldier, Rev. War; to Marietta, 1789; surveyor, Ohio Co.; U. S. Commissioner, 
Treaty of Greenville, 1795; Indian agent, Cherokee Nation, 1801-1823. 
| 9 Maj. Haffield White, -1817; born, Danvers, Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; 
one of first 48 settlers; resided in Marietta, 1788-1789; to Waterford, 1789; with 
- Gol. Robert Oliver and Capt. John Dodge built Wolf Creek Mills; White’s Road, 
a street in Marietta, named for him. 

10 Sumrill’s Ferry, now West Newton, Pa., on the Youghiogheny River, was 

where the first pioneers completed the overland journey on Jan. 23, 1788. They 
- remained here until Apr. 1, building boats for the downriver trip to the mouth 
| of the Muskingum River. 
11 Capt. Jonathan Devol, 1756-1824, born Tiverton, R. I.; soldier, Rev. War; 
- one of original 48 pioneers to Marietta; resided in Marietta, 1788-1791; in Belpre, 
_ 1791-1795; Donation Tract, Wiseman’s Bottom, 1797-1824; carpenter, boat & ship 
_ builder: among his works, Campus Martius, first floating mill, and various sailing 
ships; wife, Nancy Barker, sister of Isaac Barker; Capt. Devol’s daughter, Maria, 
married Luther Dana Barker, son of Col. Joseph Barker. 

12 The “Mayflower” was the name given to the galley built by Jonathan 
Devol at Sumrill’s Ferry for the original 48 pioneers’ trip downstream to Marietta. 
Its dimensions were 4 x 12, with a deck roof. Later the sides were boarded for 
poling as a keel boat. The “Mayflower” was originally named ‘“‘Adventure Galley.” 

13 Kerr’s Island is located in the Ohio River between the Little Muskingum 
River and the mouth of the Muskingum, and is about six miles in length. As early 
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to Gen! Putnam, I think it time to take an observation. We must be > 
not far from the mouth of the Muskingum — & directly they came” 
in sight of Fort Harmer,** but as the banks were thickley covered 
with trees, the mouth of the River was but dimly seen. They were 
too far advanced to make the upper point, so they floated on “| 
Landed alittle below Fort Harmer, towed the Boat back & across the — 
River, 
(5) 

and raised their Markee & tents on the upper point. | 

The surveyers immediately commenced work. Col® 
R. J. Meigs took the meanders of the Muskingum, the others survey 
=ing the small Lots; parties were sent out in the imploy of the 
Comp” to examine & Report the best situations for settlements along 
the streams. They went in a Canoo, took provisions, cooking utentials. | 
— one [man] to keep Camp & Cook, & probably [a] hunter. These | 
parties were composed promiscously of those belonging to the Comp’ . 
& those Imigrants who subsequently arrived. On their report, settle ii 
=ments were platted which afterwards were surveyed into hundred 4} 
Acre Lots & given to Actual setlers, agreeable to the Comp’s Reso 
=lution of Decem’, 1788, which express‘ the conditions of the g 
donation. | 


Cap‘ Devol used to take pleasure in relating an anec _ 
=<dote of their Journey: the Comp’, then under the command of 
Col? Sproat, arrived at the House of thrifty Duchman, near the a 
Mountains on saturday Night. The Host was 


(6) 
was the verry substance of Hospitality — gave them every accomo — 
=dation, supplyed all their wants, & bid God speed them when they — 
departed on monday morning, & refused any pay. Col° Sproat not — 


only express‘ his thanks but felt very greateful for the kindness he — 
had received. 


as 1774 it was known by the name of Devoll’s Island after its first owner, Col. 
P. Devoll of Virginia. Zadoc Cramer, publisher of The Navigator, 1806 ed., 
uses the name Duval’s Island. 

14 Fort Harmar, named for Col. Josiah Harmar, was erected during the spring 
of 1786. It stood on the right bank of the Muskingum River at its junction with 
the Ohio, contained 34 acre, and its sides formed a regular pentagon. Troops were 
stationed here to protect the land rights of the Indians until the treaties were 
concluded. In 1790 the troops were ordered to Cincinnati. 
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! The good Duchman had a Beautiful little Dog by 
which he sat a greate store. One Dunton, a Whipsay hand’ of the 
Compy’, stole the little Dog & put him into the Waggon, unknown 
o any one, until they put up for the Night, when Col° Sproat 
-eceived the following Note from his hospitable friend, the Duchman 
— “Mishter Conel Sproat, I dinks I use you well, den, for what you 
steal my little tok” — 
| Col° Sproat was almost outragious when he found the 
Dog, but found an opportunity next morning to send the dog back 
to his Master — but Dunton might as well outgrow the Leoprosy as 
[explain] stealing the Duchmans little Dog. 

(7) 
On the first of November, 1789, the day I arrived, 
Ninety families had landed & associations amounting to 250 setlers 
had been formed, & improvements had commenced in many of 
them; & by May, 1790, there were very few Lots in Belprie & 
ewberry without a setler. 
| On a Return of all the Men enroled for Militia duty 
in the County, made to the secretary of War in March, 1791, their 
N° amounted to 194 — but often that I think the N° increased, & 
the hundred thousand acres Granted by Congress for Donation 
purposes induced many to remain, & many more to come in to avail 
themselves of the terms of the Donation.” 
| The Company under Gen' Putnam — surveyors, 
Artificers, & Common labourers — amounted to Forty six.’” 


(8) 


| 15 “Dunton, a whipsay hand” was Israel Danton, a laborer employed by the 
Ohio Co.; “whipsay” is probably whipsaw, the name of a tool in that period. 

16 The Donation Tract of Lands was a tract of land given by the Ohio Co. to 
| promote settlement in the outlying areas. The tract was situated at the northern 
| part of the Ohio Co. purchase. Land, not to exceed 100 acres, was offered to whom- 
ever would occupy the land, provide themselves with arms and ammunition, and 
be subject to call for military service for five years. 

17 “The following list embraces the names of the pioneers who first landed at 
the mouth of the Muskingum, the 7th day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight: 

“General Rufus Putnam, superintendent of the settlement and surveys. 

| “Colonel Ebenezer Sproat, Colonel R. J. Meigs, Major Anselm Tupper, and 
| Mr. John Mathews surveyors. 

“Major Haffield White, steward and quarter master. 
“Captain Jonathan Devoll, Captain Josiah Munroe, Captain Daniel Davis, 
| Captain Jethro Putnam, Captain William Gray, Captain Ezekiel Cooper, Pere- 
grine Foster, Esq., Jarvis Cutler, Samuel Cushing, Oliver Dodge, Isaac Dodge, 
Samuel Felshaw, Hezekiah Flint, Hezekiah Flint, jr., Amos Porter, Josiah Whit- 
| ridge John Gardner, Benjamin Griswold, Elizur Kirtland, Theophilus Leonard, 


{ 


\ 
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I[n] January, 1790, a new arrangement was made ir 
the Militia. A Company of Artilery was formed, Commanded by 1 
Cap' William Mills'* of Marietta, Leiut George Ingersol’® of Belprie,) || 
the late Gen. Joseph Buell,”? Orderly sergeant. The Infantry were) }\_ 
Commanded by Major Nathan Gooale?’ of Belprie, & Lieut. Anselm) jj) 
Tupper of Marietta, & Yours &c, first Corporal. Early in the springy 
some new arrangements were made by which I was transfered from 
the Artilery & made Orderly seargent of Major Goodales Company le 
of Infantry. It became my duty to keep a rool of every person) }|# 
amenable to Military duty, to attend at the place of Public Worship Vs 
with my rool, Call every mans name, examine their Arms & Ve 
Amunition, see that every man was equip‘ agreeable to Law,” note} 
down & report delinquencies, On sunday morning at 10 oclock, at 
which time the Law made it their duty to appear for Inspection; 
[there werel those who staid through the service, and there 
generally was a pretty punctual attendance. The Clergyman was 
commonly precedeed by - 


(9) 
Colo Sproat with his Revolutionary Sword & Sheriffs Wand, & he 


[was preceded] by a Drum & Fife at the Point,?* & by Gen! Putnam 


Joseph Lincoln, William Miller, Jabez Barlow, Daniel Bushnell, Ebenezer Corey, 
Phinehas Coburn, Allen Putnam, David Wallace, Joseph Wells, Gilbert Devoll, 
jr., Israel Danton, Jonas Davis, Earl Sproat, Josiah White, Allen Devoll, Henry 
Maxon, William Maxon, William Moulton, Edmond Moulton, Simeon Martin, 
Benjamin Shaw, Peletiah White, amounting to forty-eight persons.” 
— S. P. Hildreth: Pioneer Lives 
18 Capt. William Mills, native of Boston; soldier, Rev. War, 1775-1783; capt. © 
artillery in Marietta settlement, 1790. 
19 Capt. George Ingersoll, -1805; of Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; lieut. 
U. S. Army, 1791; attached to fort at Belpre; returned to Boston after Indian War. 
20 Gen. Joseph Buell, 1760-1812; born Killingworth, Conn. (now Clinton); 
sergeant, Fort Harmar garrison, 1786-1787; stationed, Post Vincent (Vincennes), 
1787; tavern keeper, Marietta 1790-1812; member, Ohio senate, 1803-1805; maj. 
gen. Ohio militia, 1803-1812; assoc. judge, Court of Common Pleas, Wash. Co., 
Ohio, 1803-1810. 
21 Maj. Nathan Goodale, 1743-1793; born Brookfield, Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; 
to Marietta, 1788; resided Belpre, 1789; appointed commander Belpre garrison at 
beginning of Indian War; wounded, captured by Indian raiders Mar. 1, 1793; died — 
enroute to place of holding of captives. ; 
22 The Ordinance of 1787 directed that the N. W. Terr. be governed by a — 
governor, a secretary and three judges, the governor being the executive officer 
and the judges, with the governor, the legislative body. Laws were subject to the — 
approval of the Congress. The governor was Gen. Arthur St. Clair, the secretary, — 
Winthrop Sargent, and the first judges were James M. Varnum, Samuel H. 
Parsons and John Cleves Symmes. 
23 The “Point,” situated at the confluence of the Ohio and Muskingum rivers, — 
on the east side of the Muskingum, was the site of the first dwelling houses 
erected in Marietta. During the Indian War, blockhouses were built here by U. S. 
soldiers for the protection of the settlers. 
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MARIETTA 
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URS TERT FARE 


pee) OL ta ee APL PUPA TUTE 


& Gen! Tupper at Campus Martius,** & [by] Drum & Fife [they] 
marched to the place of Public Worship. Such Citizens as Chose fell 
into the procession. In the mean time the Citizen Soldiers having 
been inspected, all were ready to attend divine service. 

In case of an alaram on Sunday, that part of the 


| Guard for the Garrisons in the day time, but were not connected with 
ithe Citizens in their Military duties. The Citizens were held in 
|preparation to be called on for scouts & persuing parties, but the 
| Guard was not allowed to leave the Garrison, or the sentinal his post, 
‘but they were both inspected at the same time by their respective 
Officers, to see if they [were] prepared for Action in case of an 
attack. Before the arrival of Doct Story,?? Thomas Lord Esq’’® of 
Connecticut, & late of Knox County, [whol had been educated & 
studied Theoligy preparitory for the Ministry, officiated 

(10) 

as Clergyman for the settlement, but Doct Story arrived in 1789 & 
was the regular Clergyman after that tume — Col° Ebenezer Battell°’ 
| officiated & held reading meetings at Belprie, at 
Waterford 


eee atte i i 


| Previous to the commencement of hostilities, by this 
| weekly inspection (when most of the Citizens were at home on 
sunday, who were away during the week), the Comodant was 


24 Campus Martius was the main fortified enclosure for the settlement. It was 
® situated 30 feet above the high bank of the Muskingum River ‘‘29 perches distant 
| from the river and 276 from the Ohio,” and was a regular square in construction 
| with blockhouses at each corner. The curtains were composed of dwelling houses 
| of different lengths; blockhouses and curtains formed one complete building sur- 
' rounding an open space of 144, feet on each side. Watch towers were built atop 
each blockhouse. The whole was expected to be capable of housing 864 people in 
case of necessity. The dwelling which formed the curtain for the S. E. side of the 
fortification, adjoining the South Gateway, was the home of Gen. Rufus Putnam, 
now preserved at its original site as a part of the Campus Martius Museum. 

25 The Rev. Daniel Story, 1755-1805; born Boston, Mass.; grad, Dartmouth 
College; minister and teacher, Ohio Co., 1789-1796; minister, First Religious 
Society (Congregational Church), 1796-1804; returned to New England. 

26 Thomas Lord, minister, Ohio Co., 1788-1789, until arrival of the Rev. 
Daniel Story; grad. Yale; served on Ohio Co. committees: for petitions for allot- 
ments of land, for the poor, for the establishment of a brewery; came to Marietta 
from Post Vincent, Knox Co., Indiana. 

27 Col. Ebenezer Battelle, 1754-1815; of Mass.; grad. Harvard, 1775; Mass. 
militia, Rev. War; bookseller, Boston; to Marietta, 1788; resided at Belpre, 1789- 
1803; village of Newport, Ohio, 1803-1815; minister and teacher at Belpre during 
Indian War; two sons of Col. Battelle married daughters of Joseph Barker, Jr. 
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informed what proportion were Armed & equip’ to defend the) 
settlement. Imigrants frequently arrived without Arms, so that the) 
Number of Guns fell short of the N° of Men, & the deficiency could 
not be made up in the Settlement, & those persons only who were? 
known to have Arms were proceeded against as delinquents. A short 
time previous to the war, Col? Sproat had been authorised by the 
secretary of War to inlist a Company of Men into the United States 
service, out of the Setlers, to be imployed in Guarding & defending 
the settlement, & to superintend & distribute them to those points 
which most needed their assistance, & appoint a commissary to 
furnish 

(11) 
subsistance for these troops. M' Fearing** was appointed. Col° Sproat 
was considered Commander in chief of the Military, & his aid was — 
solicited to procure Arms for the Citizens who were deficient; he ) 
sent immediately to Pittsburg to the commanding [officer] of the 7 
United States old Fort,”” who sent down about thirty old soldiers } 
Muskets, which had been thrown by as unfit for use, & very rusty & ¥ 
more or less damaged. The Blacksmiths were set to repair them, : 
which were distributed where the service most required. Powder 
& Lead were furnished, & Catrages fixed to suit each Calibre & de | 
—=posited in the Blockhouses, ready to be distributed on the first } 
emergency. | q 


: c es FA LAE NETL ES 
ARR ATT ONAN ST TLE MEPIS UT ML NT RY ION RMAs FES 


It was not until June, 1792, when Col° Sproat received 7 
Two Boxes containing twenty five (25) stand each of United © 
States Muskets, with Bayonets, New from the Factory, which were 
dealt out to the soldiers & Inhabitants on their giving a receipt to 
return them when Called for to Colo Sproat — these Arms were 
never Called for, & are now extant in the County. 

The County was now considered well armed; many — 
Rifles | 

(13)en 

were procured & brot into the County. Most of the northern Men 
previous to coming here were unacquainted with the Rifle & the 


28 Paul Fearing, 1762-1822; born Wareham, Plymouth Co., Mass.; lawyer, 
admitted Conn. bar, 1788; to Marietta, 1788; first atty. in N. W. Terr.; pros. 
atty., Wash. Co., 1788-1794; judge, Wash. Co. Probate Court, 1797; member, 
Terr. Legis., 1800; delegate, N. W. Terr. to U. S. Cong., 1801-1802; assoc. judge, 
Court of Common Pleas, Wash. Co., Ohio, 1810-1817. 

29 Fort Pitt. After the close of the Indian War, Fort Pitt fell into disuse and 
Fort Fayette was built. 

30 Page misnumbered. 
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Woods, but, by practiseing upon the example of those who had been 
educated among the Woods & the Indians, they soon became Good 
hunters & expert Woodsmen. Those who were well armed & were 
good marksmen were commonly selected as sentries for the working 
parties, & who were always ready to start upon any discovery, or 
pursue an Indian Trail — thus by being familiar with dangers & 
anured to the hazzard of a reincounter withe their enemy, they had 
gained that confidence in themselves which promised, in case of 
meeting an Indian, the odds of Battle [would be] in their own 
Favour. Many followed hunting continually; others were out with 
the spies or in small parties, so that it was difficult for an Indian to 
make a track within five miles of a Garrison without being detected. 
Thus a learge portion of the Inhabitents became fearless of danger 
from the Indians, & prefered some imployment or some Interprize 
| outldoors] to being confined in & about the Garrisons, Which is 

| (14) 

| which is evident from the fact that nearly the whole of the 100,000 
acres of Donation Land had been surveyed & deeded away, & 
improvements made — Cabins, Girdling & Clearings — previous to 
Waynes Treaty,*! & those Whose Lands bordered on the learge 
streams, many had moved & many more were ready to move on to 
| their farms, on the News of peace. Esq* Putnam” had Built a 
Blockhouse opposite me, the fall before the Treaty, & kept hands at 
work there. Myself cleared & fenced two & [al half Acres of land 
& sat out fifty Apple trees six Months previous to the peace. A 
Blockhouse was built at Catts Creek,** and another at the South 
Branch of Wolf Creek? where Sherman Waterman®® was killed. The 
word that Land was to be given for settlement on the Muskingum 
had spread through the upper Country, & many persons [began] to 
come into the settlement to gain a residence which would intitle 
them to a hund[rled acre Lot. After old residents were supplyed, 


31 After Gen. Wayne’s victory, the Indians gathered at Fort Greenville and, 
on Aug. 10, 1795, the Treaty of Greenville was signed by Wayne, go chiefs, and 
delegates from 12 Indian tribes. 

32 Israel Putnam, Esq. (son of Col. Israel Putnam and grandson of Gen. Israel 
Putnam), 1776-1824; to Belpre, 1794; removed to Wiseman’s Bottom; farmer; 
Putnam community in Muskingum Twp., Wash. Co., named for him. 

33 Cat Creek, a stream flowing into the Muskingum River, near Lowell, Ohio. 

34 Blockhouses were built at the following places: Big Bottom; Wolf Creek 
Mills; Fort Frye, Waterford; Campus Martius, Marietta; the Point, Marietta; 
Fort Harmar, Marietta; Farmers’ Castle, Belpre; Upper Settlement Garrison, 
Belpre; Lower Settlement (Newbury), Belpre. 

35 Sherman Waterman, owner of a lot in the Donation Tract; slain by Indians, 
May 21, 1795. 


page nine 


those who had families & those who could furnish some evidence of 
becoming perminent setlers had the first Choice; then, a Months 
residence would intitle | 
(16) 3° : 
one to a Lot; finally, any one who would pay five Dollars (the price 
of surveying) got a Deed for 100 acres, Any actual setler, by paying © 
the expence, could obtain any Lot not given away by gitting an q 
person who had not taken a Lot in his own name to take a Lot, & 
convey it to the setler; all the Lots setled along the Ohio River below 
the Muskingum belonged to the Ohio Comp’ purchase. 
It is an Axiom with Military Men that Spies are the 
eyes of an army; it prove‘ true with respect to our settlements. The 
measure of imploying spies was adopted previous to the Commence ~ 
—=ment of hostilities — spies were stationed at Marietta & Waterford —} 
three Months before the Massacre at big Bottom.*” ja 
The necessary number of spies*® for the different ||| 
settlements were taken into the service & paid by the United States 7 }} 
$1.00 p* day; & as not only the safety of the property but the lives —}) 
of the Inhabitents depended on the faithfulness, Vigelance & honesty 
of the Spies, None were selected whose Characters were not filled out 7 
(17) 
=out with those Qualifications — | 
Mr’ Hamilton Kerr,*® afterwards Major Kerr of Meigs ~ 
C°, was about twenty five Years of Age, a Native of Pensylvania, his ~ 
person a little above the middle size, his Physical & mental powers — 
far above. His Contour was strong, athletic & beautiful, & hi 
countenance the Index of Candor, penetration & Manly dignity. Hi 
faithfulness & vigelence in guarding the settlements commanded thi 
esteem & Confidence of all who knew him. 


86 Page misnumbered. 

87 The site of Big Bottom is located about 33 miles N. W. of Marietta on the 
Muskingum River near Stockport, Ohio. It was the scene of the bloodiest event in 
the history of Marietta’s settlement, the Big Bottom massacre, which took place 
on Jan. 2, 1791. The site is now a state park. 

38 The spies or Rangers for the settlements were: Maj. Hamilton Kerr, Capt. 
William McCullock, Capt. Joseph Rogers, Cornelius Delano, Joshua Fleehart, 
Edward Henderson, Bird Lockhart, Andrew McClure, Neal McGuffey, William 
Neal, Peter Niswonger, Joel Oaks, Benjamin Patterson, John Shepard, George 
Kerr, and James Caldwell. 

89 Hamilton Kerr, 1764- ; son of Matthew Kerr; born Phila., Pa.; daring 
scout and Indian fighter; taught woodcraft by famous frontiersman Lewis Wetzel; 
to Kerr’s Island, 1787, before Marietta settlement; hunter for Fort Harmar; his 
two brothers, George and Matthew, and brother-in-law, Peter Niswonger, were 
scouts and hunters also; erected his home on Kerr’s Island, just beyond mouth of 
Duck Creek; married Susannah Niswonger, sister to Peter Niswonger. 
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Edward Henderson,*® a native of Rutland, Massachu 
==setts, about thirty years of age, over six feet, strong, Athletic & 
Brave — he also was a Vigelant & faithful spy. 
| Capt Joseph Rogers,*t a Native of Pensylvania, aged 
about fifty, above the middle size, he was a Gentlemanly, Brave & 
humane Old Soldier. He was an officer in Gen' Morgans** Rifle Core 


at the taking of Burgoine.*? Having served honorably through the 
‘Revolution, he resided some time with his friends; but having cast 
his Bread upon the Waters of the Revolution, he, with many an Old 
ecier, Marched towards the setting sun 

(18) 

'=sun in hopes to find it in the West. Temperate, Brave & Just, his 
heart was the fountain of human kindness. Neal McGoffee,** a 
Native of Newhampshire, about fifty, learge & Robust, he had been 
a subaltern in the Revolution & an active & reputable soldier, and 
left land of Granite for the Alluviels of the West to find a home 
better suited to the wants of a growing family — a faithful & 
Vigelent Spy. 

| Peter Niswanger,*® thirty five, a Strong, Athletic, six 
feet Pensylvania Dutchman, formidable not only to his enemies but 
sometimes to his friends, but a pretty good spy. Cap! William 
“McCulloc,** of Wheeling, was some time a spy at Marietta but left 
the service before the [con]Clusion of the war — a Most exelent spy 


) & an amiable Man. 


_ M? Andrew M‘lure,*’ from Rhode Island, twenty five, 
_a fine, straight, six foot, Interprizing, faithful, pelr]severing Spy at 
| Waterford. The spies were not always stationary, they were 


40 Capt. Edward Henderson, 1761-1800; native of Scotland; to Mass.; to Wash. 
| Co.; employed by Ohio Co. as ranger; died, Phila. 
41 Capt. Joseph Rodgers (Rogers), ranger; slain by the Indians, Mar. 12-13, 


42 Gen. Daniel Morgan, 1736-1802; Rev. War officer. 

43 Gen. John Burgoyne, 1722-1792; British Gen., Rev. War. 

44 Neal McGuffey, ranger at Waterford, first year of the settlement; leut., 
U. S. Army, Rev. War; died at Waterford after Indian War ended. 

45 Peter Niswonger (sometimes spelled Niswanger), son of Col. John 
Niswonger, Rev. War hero; son-in-law of Matthew Kerr; spy during Indian War; 
married Jane Kerr, sister of Hamilton Kerr. 

46 William McCullock, ranger at Waterford, first year of the settlement; 
brought up on frontiers of Va. near Wheeling; to Waterford about time of be- 
ginning of Indian War; married daughter of Isaac Zane, whose mother was an 
Indian; settled on land on Mad River (western Ohio); killed, Battle at Browns- 
town. 

47 Andrew McClure, 1771-1830; born Maine; to Waterford, 1789; Donation 


Tract land owner; farmer; spy; died, Lancaster, Ohio. 
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frequently shifted from one Garrison to another by their own © 
request; sometimes One retired & another was imployed. ) 
(19) 

A M!° Holbert*® from Pensylvania landed with his 
family, who afterwards removed to Belprie, & was killed by the 
Indians at the Mouth of little Hocking early in the settlement. He 
was an elderly Man & imployed as a spy when killed. Two men, 
Benjamin Patterson*? & John Shepard,”° from the State of New York, 
were imployed as spies three of the first Years in Belprie, & then 
moved down the River. 

(At the time of the Controversy between Pensylvania 
& Conecticut, relative to their Conflicting Land Claims on the 
Sesquehanna,” the State of Pensylvania appointed Timothy Pick | 
ering” of Salem, Massachusetts, the Old honest Federelist, to go - 
upon the Ground & meet Others & try to adjust the difference while - 
there. This same Ben Patterson was one of two or three who took — 
Pickering from his Bed in the Night & conveyed him three miles into 
the Woods, & bound him fast to a White Oak Sapling & left him — 
there to starve to death; but after two or three days Patterson relented — 
& went & unbound him & sat him at liberty, for which 

(20) L | 
from which place he fled to the State of New York & from there to — 
Marietta. It was not unfrequent that simelar characters called upon 7 
our settlement, but finding neither plunder nor speculation & finding ~ 
their Characters persuing, they floated down the River). Likewise, — 
Cornelius Delano™ & Joel Oaks** were early employed as spies at 7 
Belprie & continued to serve during the War. They were Industrious — 


48 Benoni Hulbert, -1791; to Marietta, 1788; resided Belpre, 1789-1791; 
first man to be murdered by the Indians in Indian War of 1790-1795. q 

49 Benjamin Patterson; native of Va.; Rev. War, 1775-1777; spy for Belpre 
settlement for 3 years; moved westward. 

50 John Shepard (Shepherd), spy attached to Belpre; unmarried; lived in 
Farmers’ Castle. 

51 The colony of Connecticut, by the revised charter of 1662, received a land 
grant extending from the eastern seaboard to the Miss. River, between the 41st 
and 42nd parallels, excepting the lands which had been granted to the Duke of 
York. The Conn. grant comprised almost the northern half of Pennsylvania. In 
1782, Pennsylvania contested this claim to the land west of the Delaware River 
and was sustained by Federal court action. 

52 Timothy Pickering, 1745-1829; born Salem, Mass.; postmaster gen., 1791- 
1795; sec. of war, 1795; sec. of state, 1795-1800. 

53 Cornelius Delano, from Mass.; spy attached to fort at Belpre. 

54 Joel Oakes, 1766-1865, from Conn.; to Belpre, 1789; scout and ranger for 
Belpre and Waterford settlements during Indian War; married Susan, daughter 
of Silas Bent. 
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& faithful Yankoos,*> & gave security & satisfaction to the settle 
—ments. Their Range was from the mouth of little Kenhaway 
[Kanawha] to little Hochocing [Hockhocking]. 

| When the Ohio Comp’ first camle! out every person 
found in this region was a Woodsman, a hunter of Game & Indians, 
knew their Customs & habits of Warfare, & were always ready & 
proud of imparting their information to whoever would listen to 
‘their teaching. The Yankoos, placed in the verry school for hunting 
& fighting Indians, were apt schoolars & soon became able to practice 
with skill & Art upon the precepts & example & compeat with their 
‘Masters; & before the close of the War we had rarely any other 
§ Rangers 


(21) 

or hunters for the serveying parties but Yankoos. 

: To the plan, early adopted, of imploying Rangers may 
be attributed the general safety & sucsess of the first settlement of 
‘this County; it was first adopted by Gen' Putnam & the Ohio C° & 
often persued by [the] United States. The Indians, finding themselves 
so closely watched by Men who were their compeers in their own 
arts of Warfare, & more Vigelant & untiring Soldiers, they [the 
Indians] became indifferent to enterprises. where they were likely to 
meet with more kicks than coppers, & which probably might result 
| in loss & disasters far exceeding any benefits likely to be obtained. 
| The hope of reward is the greate spring of human 
action: Men who are not paid & fed & Cloathed may make good 
| partizans for a short. emergency, but never make good soldiers — 
their patriotism soon Cools & their “courage Oozes out of the ends of 
their fingers.” The hope of plunder is the Main stimulous with the 
Indians: therefore they crossed the Ohio below & above & passed by 
us, & went a hundred miles onto the Waters of the Mongahala 
[Monongahelal, where there was more plunder 


(22) 
& less watchfulness. Revenge is sweet but must not be bought too dear; 
small parties from 50 to a 100 who came in to attack us sildom hung 


55 Origin of the word “Yankoo” not discoverable, but was used by Joseph 
Barker in the sense of the word “Yankee.” It is interesting to note that most of 
the men so designated as “Yankoos’” were from the state of New York. 

56 The Indian War, 1791-1795, began (in the Ohio Co. purchase) by a series 
of raids into what is now southern Ohio and W. Va. The war ended with Gen. 
Anthony Wayne’s victory in 1794, the war being formally concluded by the 
Treaty of Greenville, Aug. 10, 1795. 
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about more than a week, & the learge parties of a thousand or more, _ 
such as defeated Gen! St. Clair? & attacked Fort recovery,®* could not _ 
keep together but four or five days. The Turk could not repulse the 
Russian, nor the Arab the French, because they have no Financial 


System to provide for the family of the Soldier while he fights the 
Battles of his Country. 

It is estimated that in seven Years previous to our War 
in 1791 the Indians, on the frontiers south of the Ohio River, killed 
& took Prisoners fifteen hundred persons, stole two thousand Horses, | 
& other property to the Amt of fifty thousand Dollars. This was the) 
declared Object of the party who killed Cap‘ Carpenter,®® & 
subsequently, the family of Armstrong.” 


(23) 

The first Physitian who came to settle in Marietta was. 

Doct Thomas* Farley,®°* a son of Gen! Farley of Old Ipswich, 
Massachusetts; he had been Educated for a Physitian & studied with 7 
Old Doct Holioak,** & Walk? with him (as his friends said) three } 
Years in the streets of Salem. He was a Modest, amiable Young Man, 
always ready to obey the Calls of humanity, & had the good will & 
confidence of all who knew him. But as there was few people, & 7) 
those Young & healthy (except the desease of an empty purse), his | 
practice must be very limeted & he was not prepared for any other — 
business. His medicine exhausted, he tarried until the fall of 1790 
when he returned home, & did not return [to Marietta]. 


5? Gen. Arthur St. Clair, 1734-1818; native of Scotland; soldier, French War, 
Rev. War; pres., Continental Cong., 1785; gov., N. W. Terr., 1787-1802; com- 
manded 2nd army in Indian War, ending in defeat, 1791. 

58 Fort Recovery, situated in western Ohio, was the scene of Gen. Arthur St. 
Clair’s defeat by the Indians, 1791, and Gen. Anthony Wayne’s repulse of them 
in 1704. 

°° Nicholas Carpenter, frontiersman; gunsmith; slain by six Indians, Oct. 4, 
1791, six miles above Marietta while engaged in driving cattle from Clarksburg 
to Marietta for the commissary to the U. S. troops. 

6° John Armstrong and Peter Mixner, with their families, spent the winter 
of 1793-94 in the blockhouse of Isaac Barker at Belpre. In 1794. they moved to the 
Virginia shore where they built cabins. On the night of Apr. 24, 1794, Mrs. 
Armstrong and two young children were tomahawked and scalped and three 
older children were taken into captivity, but released at the close of the war. 

61 The name “Jabez” has been crossed out and “Thomas” inserted. 

62 Dr. Thomas Farley, from Ipswich, Mass.; to Marietta, summer of 1788 
(according to Williams’ History of Wash. Co.), to attend Gen. Varnum; 
student of Dr. Edward Holyoke of Salem, Mass.; attached as physician to Water- 
ford settlement; returned to Mass., 1790. 

63 Dr. Edward Augustus Holyoke, 1728-1829; born Boston, Mass.; resided in 
Salem, practicing medicine there for 80 years; teacher of Dr. Thomas Farley. 
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| I have been particular because he was from Old 
Ipswich** where I had some acquaintance, & he being acquainted 
ith the Manning Family®® of Which My Mother was One. 
Doct True** was here in 1789 & Doct M‘Intosh® in 
1791. Born in Needham, Mass, 15 miles of Boston.** They were both 
appointed assistant surgeons in the spring of 1791 — Doct True at 
‘Marietta, Doc' MéIntosh at Waterford, at twentytwo Dollars p* 
Month for three Months, as new appointments took 
} (25) 
Jtook place every three Months. These appointments were made in 
contemplation that an attack might be made upon some of the 
® Garrisons, & to provide [in a] timely [manner! for such an event. 
| To get the appointment of a subaltern & surgeons Mate 
k at $22 dols. p* Month & rations were births to be sought for in those 
“dry times for Cash, when Ohio C° Orders were worth about a tithe 
as much as shin plasters & the precious metals as scarce as snow in 
harvest. Even a seargent at $8- dols and a Soldier at $[?1"° dols per 
‘J Month were sought for, & in fact, as they created a Credit to that 
§ amount, constituted for the greater part of the floating Capital in the 
f : settlement. 
| Doct Sumner from Connecticut & Doct" Scott from 
"| |, Pensulvania™ were Surgeons with Gen' Harmer, were said to be 
| Men of Abilities in their profession & were amiable, kind & obliging 
§ Men. They were always ready & cheerful to render their advice & 
| proffessional services to any of the Citizens who required their 
_ = Assistance, without pay, saying they felt it their duty, which had 
'E been inculcated [as] friends, to be always ready to alleviate & relieve 


; all those cases of sickness & distress 
t (26) 


64 The town of Ipswich, Essex Co., Mass., was the site of the ‘“‘start westward” 
of the Ohio Co., Dec. 3, 1787. The town was later divided and this portion was 
named Hamilton. 

65 Joseph Barker’s mother was Mary Manning of Ipswich. 

66 Dr, Jabez True, 1760-1823; born Hampstead, N. H.; to Marietta, 1788 
(according to S. P. Hildreth, “early summer”; according to Williams’ History, 
“spring’”’); physician; surgeon’s mate for soldiers during Indian War; county treas. 

67 Dr. Nathan McIntosh, 1762-1823; native of Mass.; migrated to West in 
1788; overtaken with smallpox en route, recovered and settled in Hagerstown, 
Md. and Clarksburg, Va.; to Marietta, 1791; surgeon’s mate for Waterford; active 
member of religious sect, the Halcyons. 

68 “Born . . . Boston” is an obvious insertion in another handwriting. 

69 Page misnumbered. 

70 It cannot be deciphered whether this number is 3 or 4. 

71 Dr. Sumner from Conn. and Dr. Scott from Pa., no information. 
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Incident to a New Country. Insulated as we were even I have kno a m) 
them Jump into a Canoo & go to Belprie to administer to such persons jie 
[as] they had not known before. Doct Samuel Barns’ of Mass’*” \\2 
came on in 1792, was imployed as a surgeon at Belprie & Marietta Hei 
several times; he was surgeon for the United States Troops in the \; 
Winter of 91-2. In 93 he Married Miss Cinthia Goodale, daughter of 
Major Goodale, & resided in Marietta until the Close of the War. In \ 
the winter of 92-3 a general inocculation took place, in consequence i 
of the small Pox being brot into some of the settlements, of every) 
person who had not had it in Belprie, inder the care of Doc'* Barnes. 
He inoculated all the settlements but the infection did not take in 
one instance; a second inoculation sucseeded, but many persons 
having continued a severe dieting for two weeks had reduced the 
system too far, had the disease very severely, while others who made i} 
little alteration in their diet had it light & moderate. After the War, 
Doct Barnes moved to Athens where he died, leaving a family of his 
Wife & three daughters. Doct Goodale Moved the family to Frank 
—linton.** Mrs. Barns Married & is now the Wife 

(28)7 
Wife of Col® James Kilbourn’® of Worthington. One daughter | 
[became] the Wife of M'* Joel Buttler & One the Wife of M* Demus_ 
Adams” of Columbus — all reputable & Wealthy. 

In January, 1790, a Boat on the Way to Kentuckey | 
put on shore a very sick Man & his family, by the Name of Welch. | 
He was taken to the house of M' James Owen,*® called the Boston | 
House. It was built by some half a dozen Young Men from Boston, / 
some Gentlemen & some Artificers, but as there were no Arts : 
absolutely necessary but the Art of handling a narrow Ax, & no } 
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72 Dr. Samuel Barnes, 1770-1816; first physician in Belpre; physician, Farm-— 
ers’ Castle and Goodale’s fort; married Cynthia Goodale, daughter of Maj. Nathan © 
Goodale; removed to Athens, 1801. 

73 The words “Samuel” and “of Mass” are insertions in another handwriting. 

74 Franklinton was the name of the portion of Columbus, Ohio, west of the 7 
Scioto River which was the eastern boundary of the Va. Military Dist. 

75 Page misnumbered. 

76 Col. James Kilbourne, 1770-1850; founder of Worthington, Ohio; married 
Cynthia Goodale Barnes, daughter of Maj. Nathan Goodale and widow of Dr. 
Samuel Barnes. 

77 Mr. Joel Buttler, Mr. Demus Adams, no information. 

78 James Owen and wife, Mary Owen, migrated to Marietta on June 5, 1788; 
Mr. Owen, native of S. Kingston, R. I.; Mrs. Owen, first woman to settle in new 
colony; Mrs. Owen became immune to smallpox and nursed victims through the 
epidemic of 1790; later she received a Donation lot of 100 acres as reward for her 
services. 
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Wmployment but clearing Land, the contrast was too great between 
hose imployments which are necessary & lucrative in the com 
/—mercial & Manufacturing City of Boston & the wild Wilderness 
hity of Marietta. The purse got empty & they returned, & left their 
1ouse which was a long, narrow cabbin & stood on that Corner where 
Whe Bank now stands (I then lived on the Opposite corner of Market 
quare Where the post Office now stands). It was occupied by a 
amily brot on by Gen' Varnum™ (& I think where he died) by the 
name of Owen. M* Welches disorder 
‘7 (29) 
proved to be the small pox. As the small pox had not been in 
Marietta a Townmeeting was called, a small house was built not far 
From where the College now stands, to which he was removed with 
necessary attendants, but he lived but a few days. M* Owens family, 
out himself, had not had the disorder. Mrs Owen took it the Naturel 
ay; her symptoms continued & [the fever] now high, & when the 
pock came out she was almost disfigured & refused to be moved. A 
Town Meeting was called & held in the Northwest Blockhouse at 
Campus Marcus, at which it was decided that all persons who had 
winot [suffered] the small pox should accomodate themselves with 
houses back on the plain & there be inoculated. Doct Farley procured 
matter & inoculated & tended the Whole. One house at the upper 
end of the Big Cornfield had twenty three; they were strung along 
down the plain. Col? W™ Stacy* had a House near the Creek below 
‘Mt Prentices,*! his two sons & son in Law & families, near twenty. 
Old Mrs. Stacy, aged about 70, died & an elderly Lady, Mrs. Winsor, 
from Campus Marcus, the only two lost by inoculation. A number of 
‘Families had not left Marietta who soon after 
: (Ba) 2 
‘after moved out to Belprie & Waterford. 
The Intermittant, or the Fever & Ague, was the 
fashionable disorder among all classes along the streams the first, 


79 Judge James M. Varnum, 1749-1789; born Dracut, Middlesex Co., Mass.; 
| grad. Rhode Island College (now Brown Univ.), 1769; lawyer, 1769; soldier, Rev. 
War; member Continental Cong., 1780; judge, N. W. Terr., 1788-17809. 
| 80 Col. William Stacy, -1804; native of Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; cap- 
tured by Indians at Cherry Valley, N. Y.; held prisoner for four years; to 
Marietta, 1789; two sons victims of Indian massacre at Big Bottom, one slain, 
| other taken into captivity, where he died. 
81 Royal Prentiss, printer in_the office of the Ohio Gazette and Virginia 
| Herald; purchased an interest in The American Friend, and full ownership, 1816; 
in 1823 Friend was joined with the Marietta Gazette which Mr. Prentiss con- 
| tinued as owner and editor until 1833. 
82 Page misnumbered. 
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second or third Year after their arrival. It commenced about the} 
first of August — & continued with Variations until the sap run i ; | 
the spring. Maple sugar in the first settlement formed a Valuable 
constituent; in many families where solid food was scarce & deer’ 
[dear]— & in fact not to be had (in particullar]ly where there was 
no Money) — sugar was a substitute for many things. It was used | 
freely & sometimes profusely, & when the humid, sultry season” 


arrived [and] the sugar was gone, debility & the Fever & Ague set in. | 


prevalent until long time after the War. Until the close of the war 
the Emigrants who came into the settlements were mostly Young 
or Middle aged; Valitudinarie[n]s, none. Industry & Temperance | 
were the preventive of Most disorders, & a remidy for many more. | 
(32) 1 
Doct Jewet,®* who resided at Belprie about the beginning of the | 
nineteenth Century, became famous for Curing the fever & Ague. 
He first Cleansed the stomach, sucseeded by light food; on the 
approch of the Chill gave learge doses of Laudnam [audanuml. 
When the fever was off gave the most stimulating & nourishing food” 
the stomach would bear, and so repeat intil the fits subsided, which — 
was commonly about four or five days. 
Gen! Putnam was in the habit of relating an Anecdote © 
of his own experience in the Fever & Ague. After concluding a i 
Treaty of peace with the Wabash & Illinois Indians in Sep‘, 1792,%* 
he was attacked with the Fever & Ague in his superb Barge rowed by | 
U. S. soldiers. He had a surgeon on board who undertook to prescribe ) 
for his disorder — he debarred him from all kinds of stimilating © 
food & drink until they got this side Gallipolis, when they landed at — 
Nightfall at a Camp of Hunters on the Bank of Ohio [where] they 
had a profusion of Bear Meat, Vension & Turkey. | 


(33) 
They feasted themselves & made every person welcome, but he was — 


interdicted from the Campkettle by his Physician, the verry fumes © 
of Which were a fiest, but he lay down as peacably as the Cravings 


83 Dr. Leonard Jewett, 1770-1816; native of Mass.; grad. Boston Medical Coll.; — 
asst. surgeon at a N. Y. Hospital; to Belpre, 1802; removed to Athens, Ohio, 1805. 

84 Gen. Rufus Putnam, following receipt of a letter from Maj. John F. — 
Hamtramck at Post Vincent (Vincennes), sent an invitation to the Wabash and 
other western tribes to meet him at Post Vincent in Sept., 1792. He departed from 
Marietta in a twelve-oared barge, and arrived at his destination on Sept. 13. On 
Sept. 27 he concluded a treaty with thirty-one kings, chiefs and warriors. 
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jto the Campkettle & feasted his Appetite on the fat Bear Meat & 
enison as long as he dared indulge, and after that he experienced 


: Our settlements, so far as I recollect, were considered 
Vhealthy & nothing like an Epidemic (the Fever & Ague excepted) 
Wiuntil 1807, of which you are acquanted. 

THE SEASONS. It is the Opinion of Most people with 
home I have conversed on the subject that our Winters Generally 
* were more moist & mild before the Land was cleared than they have 
N\been since, & our summers more humid & sultry. I never knew the 
§|Ground freeze in the Bottoms in Winters, where it was covered with 
| | (34) 

‘with leaves & had not been disturbed by Hoggs (at the same time, 
WJ having occasion to set posts on cleared land on the Bank, I found the 
i ground froze 15 Inches). All the Alluvial lands were covered with a 
dense Forest which kept off the wind & sun; the moisture was 
§ retained much longer than in cleared Land. An exhalation was 
generally seen rising from those Forests in Winter, when not 
prevented by hard frosts or snow. These vapours, when it was not 
‘too cold, seemed to ameliorate the air & render it more mild; the 
‘Banks of the Streams being lined with a heavy growth of Trees 
confined the Wind from sweeping over the Bottoms & carrying off 
the warm vapour. There were uniformly, more or less, back of the 
‘Bottoms, strips of wet Land called slashes or swamps which were 
kept open the greater part of the winter, which retained the warmth 
of the Earth & gave it out moderately, & prevented those sudden & 
Violent changes such as we have experienced with in a month past. 
We had verry cold weather & deep snows but they were steadier & 
lasted longer. In the fore part of January, 1796, we had a severe 
Cold turn, the Ice froze nine Inches & immedi 

(35) 

| =ately the snow fell two feet deep. We had agood sled road over the 
| Muskingum on which we hawled Walnut Logs to Gen! Putnams Mill 
| for two or three weeks (as we could make a Team) & as there was no 
| Roads, without crossing the River at every bend, the snow path was 
| improved from Waterford to Marietta for nearly a Month; & in 
| 4799 [wel had a simelar winter — the Cold set in & the snow fell 
only in January, & we had good sledding across all the Waters until 
the twenty third of February, [1800]. On the twenty second, the 
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late Gov’ Meigs** delivered a Oration on the death of Washington* 
(who died the Decem!' before), & nearly all the people along the 
River from Waterford down passed down & up, across the River, on 


Capt [Jonathan] Devol finished the Ship Muskingum.*’ On the firs 
of November the snow fell 3 Inches & a very hard frost after that 


arise, 

(36) 
which diminishes the tendency to sudden & Violent changes, while }, 
the constant exalation from the valleys furnishes meterial for snow 
or Rain, the snow falls more copius & lays longer upon the ground, | | 
& keeps the Temperature steadier, milder, & free from so many | 
Vicissatudes. This has been [the] case in New England — they have | 
but about half as much good sledding now as they had fifty years | 
ago. It is said it was so in Italy: when the Romans first redeemed }| 
that Country from the Barbarian, & before the Earth was scoured of |) 
its Forests, that they had deep snows & steady Winters; now they | 
have little snow & much changable Weather — they are a little | 
north of us. I have attributed our former warm & sultry weather in | 
summer from the greate humidity of the Atmosphere, which was 
occasioned by the moisture retained by the Trees, shrubs & high } 
weeds in the Night, & given out in the day time along the Bottoms; 
nolt] so on the Hills — there being little or no under brush, the Air | 
had a free passage, but as soon as the feed got up in the Range the | 
dews were heavy & retained until | 


(37) 
about 10. O Clock. My theories may be very erronius but it Lis] © 


probable they will be very harmless, except giving You the trouble — 
to read them. ; 


85 Gov. Return Jonathan Meigs [jr.], 1765-1825; son of Col. Return J. Meigs; | 
born Middletown, Conn.; grad. Yale, 1785; judge, N. W. Terr., 1798; chief justice, — 
Ohio Supreme Court, 1802- 1804; col. and commandant, Dist. of La., 1804; judge, 
La. Terr., 1805; judge, Mich. Terr., 1807; U. S. Senator from Ohio, 1807-1810; 
gov. of Ohio, 1810-1814; U. S. Postmaster Gen., 1814-1823. 

86 George Washington, 1732-1799; pres. of the U. S., 1789-1797. 

87 The Muskingum was a 400 ton ship, built for Benjamin Ives Gilman. The 
timbers of this vessel were made wholly from black walnut. 
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7 | The first flllood after I came was in March, 1790; it 
'Siwas about six feet in my house, where the Post Office now is. There 
a . * . 
‘};was no other high flood for several Years — it was not until 1804, 
a that the water came over my bottom. 
h Our Rivers were plentifully stored with fish while 
the Banks were covered with trees & perishing vegitables & insects, 
| & were easily caught by a proper mode — the single hook & the Trot 
'}iline in deep Water, & the gigg or spear in Clear shoal Water. Judge 
|Gilbert Devol,®* of Waterford, late in the fall when the Water had 
}got very cold and clear, found a deep hole in the River in which he 
|Judged there must be fish. As he could find none out he made some 
very long gigg poles & went to the place, by & striking down 
|promiscously soon loaded his Canoo. This was practiced with some 
sucess in after Years. 
'l (38) 
The Black Cat & the Pike were the leargest Fish, the 
Mm | yellow Cat next, the salmon, the Buffalo, the perch & sturgeon next, 
| the suckers & pouts, least. I saw a Black Cat, caught by M* James 
: | Patterson®’ in 1790, which weighed 96 lbs. He fished for a living. 
'() Ye Anchored his Canoo out in the stream in the evening, threw out 


! 


; [pounds] but twenty is the best size for eating. They were very fat 
s | &, alittle Corned & smoaked, were almost equel to salmon & would 
| keep dry a long time. The sturgeon, which was very plenty, cured as 
| above were esteemed a good Fish. 
| But the Pike is the King of Fish in our Waters. Judge 
| Gilbert Devol took a Pike from the Muskingum which weighed 
| ninety six pounds, on the second day of July, 1788. He was a tall 
“) man, & when he had the Pike on his Gigg Pole & the Pole on his 


shoulder, the Pike drew on the ground. 
(39) 


a 88 Judge Gilbert Devol, 1736-1821; born, Tiverton, R. I.; brother to Capt. 
Jonathan Devol; to Marietta, 1788; to Waterford settlement, 1789; lawyer; judge 


| in Rhode Island, and thereafter known as Judge Devol. jeer 
| 89 James Patterson, celebrated fisherman who often earned his living by this 
means; resided #19 at the “Point” with wife and children; shareholder, Ohio Co., 


Bearcreek, Allotment #3. 
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| 
| 


This Fish was Cooked for the fourth of July dinner, 1788, which was 
celebrated by an Oration by Judge Varnum & attended by all the |}, 
Inhabitants, & Gen! Harmer & many of his Garrison. 

This learge Fish was taken with a Gigg or spear. The > 
Ohio Comp” Boat, the May Flower, was lying at the mouth of the 
Muskingum, & was used as a sort of a Store Boat & particularly for 
dressing Fish, the Oflflal of which was thrown over along side. The 
fish was seen to come & feed on the Oflflal of the small fish, shy at 
first, but become more tame by seeing & hearing people about the 
Boat. 

Judge Devol & his Son, Gilbert,®° prepared themselves 
with a proper Canoo & Giggs, & when informed they started the 
Pike up the Muskingum & pursued him by his wake (meaning to 
tire him down) above Campus Marcus; they then got above him & 
drove him back. As the Fish lis] very short winded & soon tire when 
persued, they were able to press him, & before he could reach deep 
water in the Ohio he Flagg’d & they came up & took him. 

(40) : 
This practice is followed by all our Lads who understand Gigging 
Fish; in New Jersey they Ride the Fish down in shoal Waters and | 
Gigg them. Most of our Fish were caught upon the Trot line — I 
have known half a Barrel of a Night. They baited with all kinds of 
worms, fresh meat, Crawfish, Minnows & small fish, kept in a Goard | 
in which Asaviditee lasafetidal, Tobacco, or any strong scented | 
substance which would be carried down with the stream & induce — 
the Fish to follow up to the Bait. | 

The Indians had a mode of Catching learge Pike which 
is now practiced by our sportsmen along the Banks both sides of the 
Ohio. They catch small Fish — say one & two pounds — they force, 
with a stick, a strong hook with a line that cannot easily be bit off | 
into the mouth & through the body & out near the tail; they go to 
the mouth of a Creek where the Pike are wating for small fish to 
come out, & throw this bait as far as possible out into the River, & 
hawl it in suddenly so as to keep the Bait Jumping on top of the | 
Water, as in the 

(41) 
act of running from an enemy. If there is any Pike near he will 
dart at & swallow the small fish & is sure to be hook‘, 


90 Gilbert Devol, son of Judge Gilbert Devol; blacksmith. 


page twenty-two 


Previous to the landing of the Ohio Comp’, Wild Game 

had been very plenty in the neighbourhood of Marietta — Deer & 
Turkies, & occasionally Elk & Buffalo. In the Winter of 1792, H. 
Kerr & Niswonger killed six or seven Buffalos on Duck [Creek]! 
about Ceder Narrows; they were fat & the first Quality of Beef, 
Judge Gilman said, better than any Beef he ever eat. 
It is admitted by Beef eaters that Beef fatted in the 
Range is higher flavored & Juisey than if fatted in a pasture, & Beef 
fatted on our pastures is much better than that raised upon the 
praries of the West. The Indians who were in at the Treaty con 
'‘=cluded on the 9* of Jan’, 1789° had destroyed, wasted & drove 
back the Deer so that they were very scarce 


| | (42) 

scarce for a Year or two; but in the fall of 1790 the Beech & other 
Moss was plenty on the Bottoms, which brot in Turkies in 
abundance — so many that people were obliged to secure their Corn 
before it was ripe, & if there was any stacks of Oats or Wheat they 
were obliged to cover them thick with brush to prevent their being 
distroyed. They were kill* in all ways — one Man killed forty with 
a Rifle one day. They were trap’d, kill? with Clubs & dogs, until a 
‘Turkey would not sell for a pip because people were cloyed, & they 
‘could not be used. In the Winter of 1792-3, H. Kerr & Henderson 
_& Niswonger started from Marietta, went to the White Oak settle 
'=ment® & killed forty five Deer & hung them up, came home next 
‘morning & got some horses they kept in Garrison, & brot them all in. 
| In a few Years the Deer got back to our Neighbour 
—hood &, I presume, we have been better supplyed with Vension 
in the hills than in the more level Country. 


91 Judge Joseph Gilman, 1736-1806; born, Exeter, New Hamp.; to Marietta, 
1789; judge Gen. Court of N. W. Terr., 1796-1803; judge, Court of Common Pleas 
- and Court of Quarter Sessions, Wash. Co., Ohio. 
| 92 There were two Fort Harmar treaties, both negotiated the same day, Jan. 
| 9, 1789, by Arthur St. Clair, governor of the N. W. Territory. One treaty was 
| made with the Six Nations of the Iroquois (Senacas, Cayugas Oneidas, Onondagas, 
'Mohawks and Tuscororas) but the Mohawks were not represented. This treaty 
‘confirmed the Treaty of Fort Stanwix, negotiated in 1784, which fixed the 
western limits of the possessions of the Six Nations. The other treaty, with the 
Wyandot, Delaware, Ottawa, Chippewa, Potawatomi and Sauk nations, renewed 
and confirmed the Treaty of Fort McIntosh of 1785. The two treaties were 
separately negotiated so that the jealousy existing between the Six Nations and 
the more westerly tribes should not be lessened. These treaties were not liked by 
the Indians, and were soon broken. 

93 The White Oak settlement was in Barlow Twp., Wash. Co. 
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(43) j 
That the Turkies should beat in, in persuit of Beech |} ti 
Moss, is not surprising: But that the squerrels, by millions, should | Ms 
simultainously become Itinerant, taking their course, swiming learge |) rt‘ 
Waters without apparrently seeking for food, but like the Locusts in J} att! 
Africa, stop long Just enough to distroy every thing they could eat 
which fel in their way, & perhaps before cold weather would turn 
& come back — is not so easy for me to account for.** +7) Revo 
They would get in &, before people were aware, the jj — 
side of the Cornfield Next the Woods would be distroyed, & the field 
must be imediately gathered. I was at Belprie [where] Capt Dana_ }} fm 
had got about two bushels of uncleaned Hempseed on a sheat a few /\{ : 
rods from the House; when we came back from dinner it was so_ || il 
compleatly covered with sqerrels that nothing could be seen of the 
hempseed. No one who had not seen them could have any correct || {5s 


Idea of their Numbers. 7) ind 

There were Bears & Panthers through the hills, but |) 

not so plenty, daring & impudent as the Wolf & Wildcat. || 
(4.4) j 

They all liked Hoggs & pigs, but the Bear & Panther were more shy |} n 


& did Not repeat their visits like the Wolf. A Panther kill¢ a Hogg © 
for Mr Isaac Barker,®® at Uplpler settlement Belprie, & carried him "| 4 
sixty rods through a snow nine Inches deep withlout?] leaving the © 
trail of the hogg, & buryed him by the side of a Log. The Panther — | ly 
was followed in the morning about two or three miles, found ina tree || _ 
& Kill*. The Wolves were very troublesome where they became well ~ 


acquanted. To preserve Your Hoggs a fence must be built so high “| , 
they could not get over, or, cover your pen with Logs so learge as not _ : 


to be thrown off. Learge lots of Hoggs could defend themselves. 1} 


°* Benjamin Franklin Stone, son of Israel Stone, in his “Autobiography” — 
which was published in the New England Magazine and dated Mar. 1860, remarks —} ' 
on the influx of squirrels in these words: “The winter of 1791-2 was moderate. — 
I remember running barefooted, catching squirrels with other boys and my 
father’s big gray dog named Pull. We frequently made temporary moccasins for 
our feet with the squirrel-skins . . . . The squirrels were very numerous that 
autumn and winter, and ate much of the corn before it was harvested. They came 
into fields from the woods on the north, and after eating upon the corn a few days 
traveled on south and swam the Ohio River, and their place was filled by a new 
set from the north.” 

95 Capt. Isaac Barker, 1754. ; born Tiverton or Portsmouth, R. I.; with 
family, Joseph Barker & William Dana, floated from Sumrill’s Ferry to Marietta. 
1789; to Belpre, upper settlement, 1790; ship owner and captain, pre-Rev. and 
Rev. period; operated a privateer ship, Rev. War; from Belpre removed to Athens 
Co., 1797-8. 
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| There were some few Beaver, after the Indians left 
these waters. Mr" Isaac Williams®® used to go trapping up the 
|Muskingums & Duck Creek. There were a few small families after 
/we came up the Muskingum — one at Capt Devols Island” & one 


(45) 
Short Biography of the principal Men, Soldiers of the 


Revolution &c., settled in the County of Washington, 1789 


Gen! Rurus PuTNAM was a native of Massachusetts 


} from the Town of Rutland,*® one of the Directors of the Ohio Comp’ 
) & superintendent in Commencing their settlement, surveying, 


‘Building, & all other business necessary to promote their interest. 
Four surveyors & forty six Mechanics & labourers paid 
& subsisted by the Comp” came with him, who were bound to serve 


|inder his directions, & in case of disturbance by an enemy to [bel 
_under Military command; &, in case of waste, neglect, or refusal to 
_ obey, to forfeit all Claim to Wages, until the first day of July, 1788. 


In June Gov' St Clair & Judges Parsons’ & Varnum 


arrived & made provision for the Military. 


Gen! Rufus Putnam Was an Officer during the 


_ American Revolution; he im- 


(46) 


he embarked early in the service of his Country as an Officer in the 


96 Isaac Williams, 1737-1820; mative of Chester Co., Pa.; scout, French War; 
to farm near Buffalo Creek (near present town of W. Liberty, W. Va.); married 
Mrs. Rebecca Tomlinson Martin, 1775; removed to Virginia shore of the Ohio 
River, opposite Fort Harmar (now Williamstown, W. Va.), Mar. 26. 1787. 

97 Devol’s Island, named after Capt. Jonathan Devol, was five miles up the 
Muskingum River from Marietta, at the point where Devol’s Creek joined the 
river. The island still exists, but probably much smaller, directly below what is 
now called ‘“Devol’s Dam.” 

28 Rainbow settlement was part of the Donation Land, given its name because 
the bend in the Muskingum River, when it passes through the lots, resembled a 
rainbow. The garrison was built in 1795 and settled about a month later. The 
families, mostly New Englanders, were taken to the settlement in Gen. Putnam’s 
“red cedar barge.” 

99 Rutland, Mass., a village north of Worcester, was the home of Gen. Rufus 
Putnam from which he departed in 1788 for the Ohio country. The house is still 
in existence, having been restored by the Rufus Putnam Memorial Assoc. The 
living room was the scene of the origin of the Ohio Co. of Jan. 9-10, 1786, when 
Gen. Benjamin Tupper, returned from a reconnoitering journey to the Ohio 
country, and Gen. Putnam drafted the preliminary plans for the purchase of land. 

100 Judge Samuel Holden Parsons, 1737-1789; born New London Co., Conn.; 
grad. Harvard; soldier, Rev. War; commissioner, Indian Treaty at Fort Finney, 
1786; judge, N. W. Terr., 1787-1789. 
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GEN. Rurus Putnam 


GEN. Jos1aH HARMAR 


'Troops of Massachusitts. He was imployed as one of the first 
Engeneers in the U. S. service, & sustained many Useful & honorable 
imployments to the benifit of his Country & the approbation of 
_ Washington. His Biography is extant.'®’ His family came out in 1790 
_& all became setlers. 

Gen! Benjamin Tupper [was] a native of Massachu 
=setts and coadjutor with Gen' Putnam in concentrating & forming 
the Ohio Comp’. 
! He, too, was an Officer of the Revolution, & conspicious 
for cool Bravery & promp' decision in the moments of peril which 
' try Mens Souls. He was imploued by the United States in surveying 
| the Seven Ranges!” of Townships adjoining the Ohio Copy’ purchase. 
He brot his family early to the Country, & who all became 
permanant setlers, & from whom decended some of our most 
| prominent Citizens; his sons, Major Anselm Tupper, Gen' E. W. 
Tupper,’ late of Gallipolis, & Colel° Benjamin Tupper,’ late of 
_-Zanesvill, has left one son, M' Edward Tupper,*®’ the only one left of 
_ the family to perpetuate 


(47) 

_ the Names. 

HN CoL® Return JonatHAN Meics, from Connecticut and 
| Father to the Late Govenor Meigs, he was a distinguished Officer in 
the Revolution, injoyed the Confidence of Washington by whome he 
was selected to conduct some interprizes of hazzard & impertance. 
He was a Hatter by trade, & previous to the Revolution was ingaged 
in business in Middletown, Connecticut. At the close of the War the 
expences incident to a family, with some other pecuniary 


101 This is probably obsolete usage, meaning “of great importance.”’ 

102 The Seven Ranges of townships, part of the Congress lands, were the first 
public lands surveyed by the Fed. government west of the Ohio River. Its bound- 
aries: on the North by a line drawn due west from the Pa. state line where it 
crosses the Ohio River, to the U. S. Military lands, 4.2 miles, thence South to the 
Ohio River at the S. E. corner of Marietta Twp., thence up the river to the place 
of beginning. 

103 Gen. Edward W. Tupper, 1771-1823; son of Gen. Benjamin Tupper; born 
Chesterfield, Hampshire Co., Mass.; to Marietta, 1788; merchant; shipbuilder: 
Brig Orlando and two gun boats for U. S.; clerk of courts, Wash. Co., Ohio, 1803- 
1808; to Gallipolis, 1809-10; representative to state legis. from Gallia Co., 1813- 
1814; brig. gen. of Ohio militia, War of 1812. 

104 Col. Benjamin Tupper, son of Gen. Benjamin Tupper, -1814; born 
Chesterfield, Mass.; to Marietta, 1788; married Martha, daughter of Gen. Rufus 
Putnam; receiver U. S. land office in Marietta; removed to Springfield (Putnam, 
Ohio), 1806. . 

105 Edward Tupper, son of Col. Benjamin Tupper and grandson of Gen. 
Benjamin Tupper; no information. 
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imbarasments, left him little of this Wourlds goods; he was appointed 4 
one of the Ohio Comp’ surveyors. When discharged from that imploy © 


he commenced Aggriculture, but when Washington was aware that 
so valuable a soldier, who had spent the flower of his life in the | 
service of his Country, whose remuneration was bare subsistence, was — 
by the force of Circumstances placed upon his Physical exertions for 
the Comforts of life, he sent for Col® Meigs & Appointed him Indian ~ 
Agent for the Southwest, at eight hundred Dollars p' Year, where © 


he removed & remained for life. 
(48) 


Col? Meigs looss from Marietta was regretted by many Friends, — 
whose warm esteem & respect he had merited, not only for his — 
Public & domistic worth, but for high standard of Moral principal — 


& Benevolence. 

JosEPH GILMAN, a native of Newhampshire, he arrived 
with his family in 1788. He was a Gentleman of literature & legal 
talents; he had been intrusted with severel Public Offices — previous 
to his leaving had been Auditor of State. He was one of the first 
Magestrates Appointed by Gov‘ St. Clair, & subsequently one of the 
United States Judges for the Territory.'°° 

Benjamin Ives Gilman,’ son to the Above, was 
prominant & talanted Citizen; he was the first Clerk of the Court in 
the County of Washington, which Office he retained until the 
commencement of the Territorial Goverment, when he was 
Tre eras 

The subsequent history of himself & family are well 
known. He was a delegate from this County to the Convention (who 
formed the Constitution of Ohio). 


(49) 


106 The three first judges of the N. W. Terr. were John Cleves Symmes, Gen. 
Samuel H. Parsons and Gen. James M. Varnum. In 1789 Gen. Parsons and Gen. 
Varnum died and George Turner and Gen. Rufus Putnam were appointed in their 
places. Gen. Putnam was succeeded by Joseph Gilman; Gen. Turner was succeeded 
by Return Jonathan Meigs, Jr. Of the seven judges, Symmes and Turner were 
the only judges not citizens of Marietta. 

107 Benjamin Ives Gilman, 1765-1833; son of Joseph Gilman; born Exeter, New 
Hamp.; to Marietta, 1789; storekeeper, Point Harmar 1792-1812; owner, ship- 
building yard, 1801-1808; member, Ohio Const. Conv., 1802; clerk of Court of 
Common Pleas, Wash. Co., Ohio, 1796-1803; as director of Marietta Steam Mill 
Co., introduced the first steam engine into Marietta; to Philadelphia, 1813. 

108 “Territorial Government; when he was re ”: probably Barker meant 
“state” government (1803) “when it (the Court) was reformed.” 
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cll Coit° EBENEZER SPROAT was a native of Plymouth in 
1} Massachusetts, but last from Rhode Island. He was an officer in the 
i} Revolution, served through the War & rose to the rank of Colonel — 
'Nlafter the War he was ingaged in Merchantdizing in Rhode Island, 
‘but he said selling pins & Needles was too small business for a 
i} Soldier. He was appointed one of the surveyors for the Ohio C° & 
UN\came out with Gen! R’ Putnam, was appointed high Sheriff of the 
t County by Gov’ St Clair. Subsequently he was imployed by Gen! 
Knox, then Secretary at War, to inlist soldiers, appoint spies, and 
superintend the Military arrangements of the United States in the 
} County of Washington, which Trust he performed with promptness 
st & fidality to the settlement & the Goverment. 
1 | He was a fine Martial figure, his Physical Capasity 
‘occupied more room than any Man in the County. The Indians 
Named him Old Hetuck, the Big Buckeye. 


(50) 

ComoporE ABRAHAM WHuippPLe'? was a native of 
' Rhode Island. He was Comodore in the United States Navy in the 
'E Revolution. He took an early part in Struggle; he headed the party 
of Narragonsetts who burnt the Gaspee Frigate of the English, & was 
obliged to stay six months in the west Indies while his Enemies 
decreas’ & his friends grew so numerious as made it safe for his 
_return. He is reputed to have fired the first Gun at the Brittish, on 
| water, at the comencement of the Revolution. He sucseeded in 
_ obtaining their signals & Capturing between fifteen & twenty sail 
of a Jamaca flet of Merchantmen inder Convoy, in a heavy fogg, 
without sustaining any loss. He arrived with his family at Marietta 
late in 1789 — he hired & occupied a house & Garden belonging to 
Gen! Harmer,!1 where Capt Green’? now lives. He [also] lived at 
the point, in a house [that] stood where the Mansion House: Now 


4 i 


109 Gen. Henry Knox, 1750-1806; sec. of War, 1785-1794. 

110 Commodore Abraham Whipple, 1733-1819; born Providence, R. I.; sailor in 
West India trade; commander of the party that burned British ship, Gaspee, 1772; 
Rev. War commander of privateer ships Providence, Columbus, and the Am. fleet 
off the coast of S. C.; commanded the Marietta-built square-rigger, St. Clair, to 
the West Indies, 1801. 

111 Gen. Josiah Harmar, 1753-1813; native of Phila.; soldier, Rev. War; effected 
the Treaty of Fort McIntosh, 1785; engaged in Indian warfare, 1785-1787; Indian 
War, 1790-1791; adjutant gen., Pa. militia, 1793-1799. 

112 Charles Greene(e), native of Rhode Island; to Marietta, 1788; established 
second store in Marietta, Green & Meigs; established shipbuilding yard; owner 


Marietta-built square-rigger, St. Clair. 
page twenty-nine 


Aj41Yy} aspd 


VILATYVIA, ATHVA HO ONILNIVd SNVAITTOAS 


Se PR ay 


stands. When Cap‘ Haskell,* with his Comp’, Commanded the 
point, the Comadore went early one morning 

(51) 
up to his Garden for some vegatables, & found two of Haskels 
soldiers picking his Cucumbers. He got Close to them before being 


lobserved & says, halves, halves, boys. Who are you, says One; if you 


say any thing we will Whip You. Well, says Comodore, I must have 
the first blow. With his learge Cain, which he Called his Andefara, 
he brot one to the ground & the other surrendered, & he marched 


/them both down & delivered them to Cap' Haskell. Subsequently he 


commanded & navigated the Brigg St Clair, built at Marietta & 
loaded with Pork & Flour — the first square rigged Vessel built upon 
the Waters of Ohio & taken out of that River & the Missippi to the 
West Indies. He injoyed his health & spirits until a short time before 
his exit at eighty three Years. 

Masor ANSELM TUPPER, a native of Massach's, Eldest 


| son of Gen! Benjamin Tupper, one of the first surveyors sent out by 


| the Ohio C°. He served in the Army & was educated in the War of 


| the Revolution; he was a regular built soldier, not only his Contour 


but his intelectual requirements were highly Military. He had genius 
& Capacity & taste for literary persuits, some specimens of which 


| both in prose & poetry occasionally served, in the dearth of 
| amusement, to while away the monotonous hour amid the cares & 


labours incident to a new settlement. He delivered severel Public 
Orations on the 4** of July & 7™ of April, & furnished some very 


| good patriotic songs. But as he wrote principally to amuse himself & 


those about him, a little sarcasm was a spice not to be left out of 
his compositions -—— nor too much extream delacacy to be admitted 
in. In March, 1791, twelve or thirteen Indian Chiefts in a perogue, 
from the low country going on to the seat of Goverment, stopt at 
Marietta & received from the people at the Point such attention & 
hospitality as was due to friendly sovereigns who pass through the 
Territory of a Republic. After the point, the Citizens of Campus 
Martius Voted to ask them up there to dine. Col° Oliver’ had been 


113 Maj. Jonathan Haskell, 1754-1814, born Rochester, Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; 
to Marietta with Capt. Devol’s family, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; U. S. Army service 
in Mass. recruiting a company, 1791; return to Marietta to defend the settlements, 
1792-3; stationed Fort St. Clair, 1793-4; to Belpre at war’s end. 

114 Col, Robert Oliver, 1738-1810; born near Boston, Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; 
Judge of Court of Common Pleas; Pres. Territorial Council 1800-; to Marietta, 
1788; to Wolf Creek, 1789; im company with Maj. Haffield White and 
Capt. John Dodge, built the Wolf Creek Mills at Millsburgh; Olive Green 
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on to Philedelphia a month or two & had become remarkably fleshey; 
he led the Boys down to the point, & all march‘? back in Indian file, 
It was a glorious Muddy time and they were mud to the knees. Col? 
Oliver led them through the abbetes labatis], then by a different 
passage through the projecting 


(52) 

projecting picketts, then inside to the Govenors Blockhouse, & 
through that into the Garrison which was prepared to receive them. 
The inhabitents were all under Arms, the Guard, in Uniform, 
drawn up near where the Indians came in. On their entering, the 
Drum struck up a salute, the Guard presented Arms, the Cannon 
was fired in the North East Bastion; the Indians dodged at the report 
& looked surprised. Here Gen!’ Putnam & Doct Story received them, 
& marched to Major Putnams to dine. After dinner they looked 
arround a little & marched as they came. Col° Sproat was not invited; 
as the Point folks did not invite Campus Martius, they did not invite | 
the Point. . 
The next day the following poetry appeared, which — 
was at the time a sourse of some amusement, of which Major 
[Anselm] Tupper was the reputed author: 

As Indian Chieftains on their way, 

To Pitt, at Marietta lay, 

All Campus Martius did combine 

To ask the Warriors there to dine, 

The Campus Beaus flocked from their houses 

With faces washed & their clean Trowsers, 

And send in front their lusty Chief, 

Well fed on Philedelphia Beef, 

That he might be the more respected, 

They left Old Hetuck'* Quite neglected, 

Up from™* the Point through mud in Stile, 

March® their red guests!” in Indian file, 

To find them seats now one & all, 

Proceed to Major Putnams Hall, 

Where Tables spread in high Bon Ton, 

With smoaking danties thereupon, 


Creek which flows into the Muskingum River named for Col. Oliver and for 
Griffin Greene, by elision of last letter of each surname. 

115 “Old Hetuck,” the Big Buckeye, was the Indians’ name for Col. Sproat. 

116 “Down from” has been struck out and “up from” substituted. 

117 “March? their red guests” has been substituted for “March up their guests.” 
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Another of a smaller Size 

With Major Putnams Pumpkin pies, 

And now the Priest lifts up his eyes, 

And asks a blessing from the skies 

For All, & these who are here united 

For Tawney Cheifs, & Chiefs who are Whited 

For which the Chieftains all agreed 

With a big pipe he should be feed, 

And as a compensation given, 

To pray their Tawney souls to Heaven — 
~ The feast commenced & with the best, 

A plate was loaded for each Guest, 

In manly strife, with knife & fork, 

Now Quickley each one went to work, 


(53) 
Few compliments, & those were blunt, 


From White a nod, from Red a Grunt, 
And now the flowing Horn goes round, 
And healths & Nods & Grunts abound, 
Til knives & forks, incessant'?® Clatters, 
Produce the Groans of empty Platters, 
The desert next, each Guests supplies, 
With thick Broad Yanke Pumpkin Pies, 
The Chieftains eat, & some look sly, 
_*Said good Big squaw, make good big Pie 
Then Jokes, & healths, & Grunts go round, 
Til Rundlets rang, with hollow sound, 
Then each Grunts off who? got his fill, 
As Hoggs go Grunting from their swill. 
*Major Putnams Wife, was the most fleshey & 
heaviest Woman in the County 
(54) 
Winturop SEARGEANT,’!® a native of Boston & 
Secretary to the Northwest Territory, Married the daughter of 
Gen! Benjamin Tupper, resided in Marietta until the fall of 1790. 


118 “In Music” has been crossed out; “incessant” inserted. 

119 Winthrop Sargent, 1753-1820; native of Mass.; Harvard, 1771; soldier, Rev. 
War; to Marietta, 1788; surveyor Seven Ranges; sec. to adjutant gen., Indian 
War, 1791; sec., Ohio Co.; sec., N. W. Terr., 1788-1798; gov., Miss. Terr., 1798- 
1801. 
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When Gen! Harmer was Ordered down the River, he followed & 
tarried below. : 


Cart Jostan Monro,**® a native of Newhampshire, he 
served through & Commanded a Company at the close of the 
Revolution; he came on directly affter the Comp’ & subsequently 
brot on his family. He was the first Post Master in the County. He 
died at Marietta but has left a number of decendants by his Son, 
Joseph Monro,'*? & the Wife of Col® Daniel Converse?? in Musk 


3 
i 
=ingum County. 7 


t 
Permit me to mention a circumstance to shew how 
hard was the case with many a revolutionary Officer & soldier. At 
the Close of the War in 1783, Capt Monro returned home, purchased - 
a small Farm, amount to about $1000 Dols, paid a small part & got 


Credit for the ballance for four or five Years, giving his Brother in 
Law, Capt Crosby,’** (surety), b 


(55) 
thinking by the time the Notes were due he sould realize the Money — 


for his services, to the amt of $800 & interest. In 1787 final settle i 
=ment Notes would bring but twelve to fifteen pt Cent on their 
Nomenal value. In 1788 he left his final settlement Notes with his 
brother in Law, who managed to keep off the Execution until the 


Constitution was adopted, when they rose to 23 p‘ Cent above par, & 
paid all demands. 
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Capt Wiii1am MILs, a native of Boston, Masse’s, 
Father to Col® John Mill’? of Marietta & Brother to Col® John 
Mill,**° Adjutant Gen' of the United States troops, who died in 
Cincinati. He was appointed, by the Gov‘, Captain of a Company of 
Artelery in January, 1790; he was some time necessaryly absent as 
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120 Capt. Josiah Monroe (variously spelled: Munro, Monro, Munroe), . 


1801; native of New Hamp.; soldier, Rev. War; member, Ohio Company’s first 
48 pioneers; postmaster, Marietta, 1795-1801. 


21 Joseph Monroe, son of Josiah Monroe, no information. 
22 Daniel Convers(e), son of Benjamin Convers(e); from Killingly, Conn.; 


migrated to Waterford, 1789; at age 16 was captured by Indians; established in 
business, Zanesville, Ohio, some years after the Indian War. 


23 Capt. Crosby, brother-in-law to Josiah Monroe, no information. 
124 John Mills, 1795-1882; born Marietta, Ohio; Marietta banker and indust- 


rialist; trustee, Marietta Collegiate Inst., 1832-1835; trustee, Marietta College, 
1835-1882; treas., Marietta College, 1835-180. 


#25 John Mills, brother to Capt. William Mills; -1796; soldier, Rev. War; 


Capt. U. S. Inf., 1791; owned one share Ohio Co.; delegate from Suffolk Co. to 
Ohio Co. organization. 
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ied | Administrator of his brothers estate in Cincinati; subsequently brot 
‘on his family who resided in Marietta. pag 

re, | (56) 7 ae 40031 

t tg | Cor? Wiiuiam Sracy from New Salem, Massachusetts, 

ntl) | he some time an Officer of the Revolution, was taken prisnor by the 

. i} | Indians on the Mohawk [River] & was sentenced to the flames & 

‘Sal | was rescued from the stake by the Chief, Brandt,’*° on his making it 

ilu) known he was a Freemason. 

He was a resolute, eficiant, thorough going Farmer. 

hot | He brot on his family in 1789 — five Sons, a Son in law, & Children. 

. 4b| Two were killed at Big Bottom, the residue & their decendents located 

a | on the Waters of the Muskingum. 

Capt Witt1aAM Know1s’”’ from Boston, a Revolutionary 


a 4 

i Officer, a Gentlemanly, Intelegent man, resided in Marietta some 
two Years without ingaging in any particular business, then returned. 
) Major Coggshell Olney’?® & Major Asa Coburn’? from 

a Rhode Island, lived in Campus Marcus during the War. Their 

decendents are setled along the Muskingum — Phinehas,'*? Major 

"4 Coburns Oldest Son, 

his | ) F (57) : yf ; 

ill Came out with the Ohio C° & now resides in the North part of this 

County. 
a | Citizens, not Revolutionary soldiers, who were 


| 

| prominent setlers in Marietta in 1789 — 
{3 ° ° 
2 | _ Tue Rev' Dante, Story — A native of Old Ipswich, 


} 
i | Massach's, he came to Marietta in March, 1789. He was imploued as 
m§ a preacher & sent on by the Ohio Comp’. He was the first Clergyman 
in Marietta, & the first Ordained Minister in the Territory N. West 
{— the River Ohio, & the first who administered Christian Ordinances in 


j 126 Capt. Joseph (Thayendanegea) Brant, principal chief and warrior of the 
I Six Nation Indians, born circa 1740 on the banks of the Ohio; his father a_full- 
| blooded Mohawk; was educated by British; fought on their side during Rev. War; 
considered lacking in Indian fierceness, he is known to have rescued many women 
/§ and children from torture and death; after peace in 1783, secured grant of land 

: for his tribe (Iroquois) in Canada; died, 1807, Canada. 
127 Believed to be Capt. William Knowles; native of Boston; soldier, Rev. War; 
to Marietta, 1788; lived in Marietta two years without any business or profession. 
128 Maj. Coggeshall Olney, -1812; soldier, Rev. War; to Belpre, 1790. 
129 Maj. Asa Coburn, of Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; to Marietta, 1788; to Water- 

| ford, 1789; died there during Indian War. 
i 130 Phineas Coburn son of Maj. Asa Coburn; with brother, Nicholas, settled on 
_ the bottom opposite Cat Creek; father, Phineas sr., arrived with Gen. Putnam, 
lived at Fort Frye. 
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that extensive region. His services were confined principally to 
Marietta during the War, but subsequently visited Belpre & 
Waterford. I presume he had been every way Qualified for a 
Christian Teacher: his disposition was mild & Amiable, his deport | 
=mant Gentlemanly, & his manners Concilliating. But there must 
be a contrast between Manners & Customs of polished Eastern | 
Society ; 


(58) 7 

& those of a Western Wilderness, & one who, in receiving his | 
Education, had been strictly restrained to the Rules of a literary 
Institution, would be taught Theories Which, in after life, would not | 
be found so easy to carry strictly into practice. 
RetuRN JONATHAN MeErcs Jun‘ from Middle 


sufficiently imployed to secure themselves oat their enemies naval 
less disposition to annoy their friends, there was Nothing for the 
Prlolsecuting Atorney to do during the War — his After life is 
sufficiently known. 4 
Pauu FEarINnG Esq’, a native of Wareham, Massachil | 
=setts, he had been bred to the Law & commenced practice at 
Marietta, 1789. Idleness & proflagacy produce litigation, but Industry }}° 
& economy secure peace & plenty & have little use for Lawyers, but — 
he found imployment. He was . 


(59) | 

Appointed Comissary, in 1790, to provide for troops of the Comp’ & © 
those of the United States while Guarding the settlements; he was a_ J]. 
valuable citizen & a prominent & useful public Man. After the War, — 
he ingaged in the practice of Law & rendered his services, when — 
caled for, in many public stations in the County, Territory & State. 
Masor Ezra Putnam’! from Danverse, Massachu 

=setts, came early to the County with his family lof] three sons, 
two of Which were massacread at Big Bottom. He was an Officer in 
provincial troops at the taking of the Island of Cape Britton In 
1791.*°* He & his Wife lived to an advanced age in Campus Marcus, 


131 Maj. Ezra Putnam, 1728- 1811: born Middletown, Mass.; father of three 
daughters, one or two sons; son, Ezra, killed in Big Bottom massacre; Maj. Ezra 
thought to be a cousin to Gen. Rufus Putnam. 

132 The year “1791” has been inserted in another handwriting. 
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y/) & kept a domestic boarding House. He was proliffic in the legands of 
the Old French Wars, & frequently sang a Ballad of seventy Verses 
on the taking of Copertoon [Cooperstown] — when he could not 
| emember whether he had his Ax in His hand, or had left it in the 
' House. 


: 
or 


(60) 
Cart ENocu SHEPARD! from Massachusetts, & Brother 
to Gen! Shepard'** Who commanded at Springfield when Gen! 
§\Shays'®> attacked the Arsenal, he came early to the County with a 
wmilearge family of Children, one of which still lives in Marietta, the 
§\Wife of Major John Clark.’ He was a substantial, inteligent 
Business Man. In the summer & fall of 1790, in company with Col?® 
Sprlolat, [Capt. Shepard] expended a learge amount of labour & 
property in erecting a saw Mill & Grist Mill on a learge scale. They 
had the frames & Mechinery ready for opporation on the scite 
Where Robensons Mill stands on Duck Creek.'** The War stop* their 


ji 
i Opperations & the Mills were burnt by the Indians, & the whole was 


a dead loss. But his Industry & Interprize were not crampt by this 
misfortune, for many undertakings of Magnitude & utility after that 
| were executed by his Judgement & perseverence. 

DupLeyY WoopsripcE Esq™**® from Norwich Connecti 
—cut, himself & family arrived early in 1789. He was bred 


| 
Hl 
| 


i 
| (61) 

‘to the Law but subsequently ingaged in trade, was one of the first 
Merchants in Marietta, which business he continued to persue; he 
| was one of the first Judges of the Court of C. Pleas for the County 


<4 
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| 133 Capt. Enoch Shepard (Shepherd), native of Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; to 

Marietta, 1789; to Belpre, 1789; said to have been brother of Gen. Thomas 
Shepard who was commander in Shays’ rebellion; built mill on Duck Creek. 

134 Gen. William Shepard, 1737-1817; brother to Capt. Enoch Shepard; born 
Boston, Mass.; soldier, French & Indian War; col., Rev. War; brig. gen. of militia 
and in command, 1786 of holding Springfield arsenal against members of Shays’ 
rebellion; to Congress 1797-1803. 

185 Gen. Daniel Shays, 1747-1825; Rev. War officer; armed revolt in Mass. 
after Rev. War, as result of economic depression, given the name of “Shays’ 
Rebellion”; his troops defeated, he fled to Vermont, was sentenced to death by the 
supreme court but pardoned. 

136 Possibly Maj. John Clark, -1819; from Pa.; lieut, Cont. Inf., 1776; 
major, 2nd Batt. Penna. Flying Camp, Sept. 1776. 

137 According to S. P. Hildreth, Shepard’s Mill was on Duck Creek, about two 
miles from Marietta, and overlooked by a high bluff which Indians could observe 
the mill. 

1388 Dudley Woodbridge, sr., 1747-1823; born Stonington, Conn.; grad. Yale, 
1776; to Marietta 1789; first merchant in Marietta. 
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under the Constitution. His decendents are among the most reputable 
& promanant Citizens of the Western Country.** { 

Exisau Backus Esq‘,'*° a native of Norwich, Connec i i 
=cut, Brother in Law to M' Woodbridge, he was a featpe Land 
holder & principally engaged in that business. He established the | 
first printing press in Marietta & Edited a paper for some time (he 
subsequently was a member of our State Legislature & appointed one 
of the first Trustees of the Ohio University), & removed to the West. 

WiLL1aAM SKINNER EsqQ''*! was a native of Pensylvani ; 
& one of the first setlers in the County, & was ingaged in Merchantile: 
business under the Firm of Skinner & M‘Kinley. He was the second — 
high Sheriff, & the first under our present Constitution. His 
decendents are too Conspicuous to require any further relation 
from me. 


) et 
1 he 


d 


(62) 

M' CHarues GREEN, a native of Rhode Island, he was 
bred a Merchant & came early to Marietta With his Mother in law 
& Isaac Pierce Esq',’*? whose Wife was her daughter, by the name 
of Sheffield, & one other daughter who Married Major Zeiglar'* of - 
the united states Troops. M' Green afterwards in company in a Store 
of goods under the firm of Green & Meigs. This firm was established ~ 
principally by the Credit of the Ohio C° to provide the means of © 
redeeming their out standing Orders in goods which were selling at a 
learge discount. But as goods were a Cash article, their Orders © 
immediately were taken & furnished, & [became al valuable | 
medium. Likewise all the soldiers imployed by the Company & by |} 
the United States, & the Spies, could get credit at the Store by | 
hypothecating his Wages which were paid in the east, & for which © 
he gave a power to them to receive — this induced all the retailers | 
of goods to fall into the same plan. This was the introduction of the 


h 
at 
1 
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189 Dudley Woodbridge, jr., 1778-1853; to Marietta, 1794; at early age took 
over father’s mercantile business, later taking into partnership Harman Blenner- | 
hassett; owner, brig St. Clair; director under first charter, Bank of Marietta, and — 
its third president. 

140 Elijah Backus, 1759-1812; born Norwich, Conn.; grad. Yale; to Marietta, 
1790; purchased island in Ohio River later to be known as Blennerhasset Island, 
1798; editor and owner of Ohio Gazette and Virginia Herald, 1801-1808; removed 
to Illinois, 1808. 

141 William Skinner, native of Pa.; merchant, firm of Skinner & McKinley; 
director, Bank of Marietta. 

142 Tsaac Peirce, native of Rhode Island; to Marietta, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; 
first librarian Belpre Farmers’ Library, 1706; first librarian in the area of Ohio. 

143 Maj. David Zeigler, 1748-1811; soldier, Rev. War; soldier Indian War; capt., 


U. S. Inf., 1784; U. S. Army, 17809- 1792., First President (Mayor) of the Village 
of Cincinnati. 


page thirty-eight 


if 


credit system in our County. M' Green moved to Cincinati where his 
decendants are reputable Citizens at this time. Orders on the Store 
then were equally as Current as Bank Bills are Now. 


(63) 

i BELPRIE 

|| Let us now leave the City with all its goods & all its 
Hinecessary evils, & its root of all evel & its professions, Where the 
| Judge Tryes all, The Lawyer pleads for all, The Sheriff hangs All, 
)| The Doctor cures all, ‘The Merchant cheats all, The Mechanic works 
for all, and the Soldier fights for all — & go into the Neighborhood 
) of the Farmers who pay for ALL. 


| Masor NatHan GoopaLE was from Brookfield, 
| Massachusetts. He was a Solider & an Officer of the Revolution. He 
§ belonged to the Infantry [where] he was an active partisan — 
| faithful & persevering. Rufus Stone'** mentioned to me not long since 
§ that among the old family papers was a letter from his father who 

_was in the Army, to his Mother, where he mentions that Capt 
Goodale had just brot into Camp fifteen prisoners. His reputation 
_ was that of an faithful, Interprizing & Brave Officer; he was one of 
the most Industrious & sucsesful Farmers, for the time allowed, that 
_ was to be found in the County. 


| (64,) 
His loss threw a damp over the Whole settlement; no one Could be 
more regretted, as no vacancy would have been so difficult to fill. 
Capt JonaTHAN STONE,'*® from New Bralilntree, 
Massachus'*s, he was a Soldier & an Officer during the Revolution. He 
Commanded a Comp’ of Light Infantry & was principally ingaged 
in partisan Warfare, where his station was near the lines which 
seperated the antagonist troops, by which he was subjected to 
numerous perils which demanded the utmost Vigelance & activity, 


both of the Soldier & the Officer. Early in life he had Qualified 


144 Rufus Putnam Stone, son of Jonathan and Susannah Matthews Stone (niece 
of Rufus Putnam), who moved to Morgan County; married Elizabeth, daughter of 


Col. Joseph Barker. 
145 Capt. Jonathan Stone, 1751-1801; father of Rufus Putnam Stone; born New 


Braintree, Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; surveyor; to Marietta, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; 
surveyor, Ohio Co., surveyed University townships; treas., Wash. Co., Ohio, 


1791-1802. 
146 This may have been Jeffry Mathewson, who owned one share in partner- 


ship in the Ohio Co., one lot in partnership in Belpre. 
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First FLOATING MILL 


MAYFLOWER 


, himself as a practical Surveyor, & subsequent to the Indian War 


compleated the survey of the Ohio Compy* purchase, in Company 
with M' Jeffery Maddison.‘** He was run for a member of the first 


Territorial Legislature. But his chief Characteristic was that of an 


Inteligent & substantial Farmer, & an Industrious & useful Citizen. 
(65) 


Cart JONATHAN DEvoL, a native of Rhode Island, he 


| came out with Gen! Putnam & his Company, but not in the Ohio 


Compy* imploy until they arrived at Simrels Ferry, when he was 


/imployed by Gen! Putnam to build the Ohio Companies Boat which 


was called the May Frower, which brot the pioneers of the State of 
Ohio to Marietta. He was there imployed by the superintendant in 


‘providing the meterial & erecting the Blockhouses in Campus 


| Martius, where he built himself a dwelling House. Early in 1790 he 


removed his family to Belprie upper settlement, where he remained 
until the close of the War. He removed to Marietta, & from there up 
the Muskingum where his decendents now reside. 

While residing in Belprie, Capt Devol, in Company 
with Griffin Green Esq',1*7 built the first floating Mill to be opper 
=ating upon & put in action by the naturel Current of the Ohio,*** 
in the Quick waters between the Island 

(66) 
and the Main, above Farmers Castle.1*? This Mill was placed upon 
two Boats of unequel Size, the Waterwheel running between them, 
& the Mechinery & stones for grinding were placed in the learger, 
which likewise received the grain & the tenders & customers &c. This 
Mill was Anchored in the Quickest Water & a communication with 
the Shore was kept up by means of Canoos & boats, which were the 
only traveling carriges incident to a Country where their was neither 


147 Griffin Greene, 1749-1804; born Warwick, R. I.; cousin of Gen. Nathaniel 
Greene; Rev. War paymaster, ist Rhode Island regiment; merchant; built pri- 
vateer ships during Rev. War; to Marietta, 1788; judge of Court of Quarter 
Sess., Wash. Co.; to Belpre, 1790; removed to Marietta, 1801; postmaster, Mari- 
etta, 1802-1804; possessing an inventive mind, sought for several years to con- 
struct a perpetual motion machine — failed to perfect it. 

148 The floating mill was a saw and grist mill constructed by Capt. Jonathan 
Devol at the suggestion of Griffin Greene who had seen such mills in Holland. 
The mill consisted of two barges, lashed together side by side with a platform 
in which the saw and grist grinder were placed, and which were operated by 
the power of the river current. aap 

149 Farmers’ Castle was the name given to the fort built in Belpre at the 
beginning of the Indian War. It was situated on a bluff bordering the Ohio 
River, opposite the half way point on Blennerhasset (Backus) Island. 
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roads Nor Bridges, but Lonly] the navagable streams. This Mill, altho | 
but a make shift, supplied the Garrisons & the scattered Inhabitants 
for twenty or thirty miles up & down the Ohio. These Mills were a | 
riskey piece of property & gave the Owners much watchfullness & 


expence in securing their safety: But, like other floating Capital, | 


they were not subject to Statuary provision to regulate the remun 
eration of the Miller, but by the Law of Custom he was allowed to 
crook his hand to any extent in streching [out] his toll dish. 


(67) 


But we must leave Capt Devol on the Banks of Ohio, fighting the |} 


Indians for his breath & the elements for his Bread, & trace back the 
vestages of time to the early days of American Warfare. 

He was some time an Officer in a Regiment raised & 
officered by the State of Rhode Island, & which were subsequently ~ 
taken into the service of the United States for one Year; but being - 


degraded by the then Vacilanising Legislature, he resigned his } 


Commission & returned home, where, being more ready to serve his — 
Country than himself & being placed in a situation offering the 
widest scope for hazzard & Interprize, he became an active partizen 
in repelling & making excursions against the Brittish on Rhode 
Island. While the Brittish had possession of Newport, an Officer with © 
a Boats crew cross* over to our side in the Night, & landed about 
twelve miles from where Cap‘ Devol lived — and began by [taking] — 

some Vulgar familiarity with some families | 


(68) 
families with whome they had recently, as visitors, received & — 
accepted kindness & Hospitality. They took the Liberty to appropriate — 
severel little articles to their own use. Among the rest was a Military 
Hat belonging to an American Officer, which they promised to return 
when the Owner should acknoledge his allegance to his Majesty. 
An express had rode ten or twelve miles for assistance. Capt Devol 
Jump* into a fast sailing Boat which he had built for the purpose, — 
with a pick? Crew of his well armed Neighbours, who laid their — 
course, intercepted their enemy, & brot him back before morning, 
& returned Brother Jonathans Hat — without exacting the condition 
annext on taking it. 7. 
While a Brittish Ship lay off Newport, guarding that — 
inlet, one of her Tenders was Anchored higher up but within the ~ 
range of her Guns. One rainey, dark Night, Capt Devol, with a 
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sufficient crew of his Neighbours, got on to a Sloop, ran down upon 


the Tender, Boarded & took her crew, | 


(69) 


_& confined them in the hole. But now a difficulty accured: the 


Carpenter, in Boarding, lost his Ax Overboard & they were left to 
the alternative of giving up the Prize or cutting the Cable with a 
Cutlas. He adopted the last — his Cutlas was not very heavy, & it 
was an hour before the Cable was severed while they were exposed 
to the fire of the Ship; but it being dark they received little damage 
& brot off their Prize. But the energy required by such an interprize, 


| & the long continued exertion in parting the Cable was the cause of a 
| Rupture, which was an unceasing difficulty through Life, & a sourse 
of pain & distress in his last moments. 


At the Close of the Indian War Capt Devol selected a 
suitable scite, purchased Land, moved his family, & commenced 


- Building another Floating Mill in 1795. 


In the absense of all other kind of Mills except hand 
—ymills, & the means of purchasing from abroad, the exigence of the 
public demanded something that would reduce Corn 


(70) 
to Bread stuff. Capt Devol had made one experiment & was able to 
make some improvements; he persevered under very discouraging 
circumstances — want of the necessary funds, the difficulty of 
procuring Irons & Millstones, &c. In the beginning of 1796 the Mill 
began to grind, & altho a mere circumstance to a Mill, a mere 
Temporary Concern, Yet it did the Grinding, in the times of a thin 
population, for a distance of fifty miles above Marietta & fifty miles 
below, & even ground meal to go to Zanesvill on its first settlement. 
Subsequently Capt Devol [built] a Mill upon a learger scale, which 
stood permenant upon high Stone pillars, with a waterwheel forty 
feet in Diameter. This Mill accomadated a learge circle of Inhabi 
—tants, as the Muskingum is the only perennial stream in the 
County. At the time of the Year when other Mills ceas* to opperate 
was the most advantageous time for these Mills, & the most benificial 
to the Public. 
(71) 

In 1801 Capt Devol Built the Ship Muskingum of 204, 
Tons, Launched in the spring of 1802, belonging to Benjamin Ives 
Gilman Esq', & the Brigg Eliza Green, owned by Charles Green, 


Merchant, of Marietta. 
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In 1802 a Number of Vessels were Built at Pittsburg, 
Wheeling, Marietta, & on the Muskingum, which were Launched q 
floated down the Ohio in April, 1803.1°° 4 
Cart Wixi1Am Dana,1*! a native of Watertown near 
Boston, he was some time in his Countrys service; he Commanded _ 
a Company of Artilery. Previous, & for some Years after the Battle | 
of Bunker Hill, he had leased a learge Farm & resided in the 
Neighboorhood of Worcester, & was compelled to relinquish the | 
service to prevent a learge sacrifice of property. He left Newhamp ~ 
=shire early in May, 1788, with two sons & arrived in Marietta the Y 
forepart of June, two months after the Ohio Comp’. He built a Log i 
Cabbin ti 
(72) q 
Cabbin on the Corner of Market square exactly where the Post 
Office now stands, was to clear & improve the Land, & give up his — 
possession when the public required its use. As it was too late to yf 
plant, he & the boys cleared a small piece towards the female || 
Seminary,'*? & made a small Kiln of Bricks which were probably the — 
first Kiln of Bricks burnt in Ohio. Bricks were made near the same a 
place by Major Ezra Lunt?®? from Newberryport in the summer of |) 
1789 & 1790. When I took possession of the Cabbin I purchased the | 
lease & Cleared & fenced market Square & the Commons in front to _ 
the Muskingum, & sold my possession to M* Burlingame,'** & he to 
Doct True whose decendents now own the Occupancey. I had a small 
Chimney built of those Bricks &, when I removed to the Upper 
Garrison of Belprie in the spring of 1793, I took some hundreds of 


150 Marietta’s most flourishing industry from 1800 to 1808 was the building 
of sailing ships, brigs, gunboats, and schooners, ranging in tonnage from 70 to 
320. Marietta became a port of entry for the period ending in 1845. Twenty- 
eight vessels were launched. The industry came to an abrupt end after the 
passage of the Embargo Acct. 

51 Capt. William Dana, 1745-1809; born Little Cambridge (now Brighton), 
Mass.; father-in-law of Col. Joseph Barker; soldier, Rev. War; to Marietta, 
1788; to Belpre, 1789; established first brick kiln in N. W. Terr. 

1°2 The Ladies’ Seminary was opened in 1830 in a building erected in 1805 
on the corner of Putnam and Second Sts. which housed also the High School 
of the old Muskingum Academy. This building was destroyed by fire in 1882. 
In 1833 the High School was chartered as the “Marietta Collegiate Institute 
and Western Teachers’ Seminary,” and two years later as “Marietta College.” 
The Ladies’ Seminary also passed into this same control, but was maintained as 
a separate institution until 1856. 

153 Capt. Ezra Lunt, native of Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; owned four shares 
in the Ohio Co. 

54 Christopher Burlingame, migrated to Belpre, 1790; married Susanna, 
daughter of Gen. Rufus Putnam. 


page forty-four 


| 


: those Bricks to build a small chimney in the Chamber of Capt Danas 
t Blockhouse; and when I moved up the Muskingum, Decem" 18", 


| 


1795; 


(73) 


I brot up in Gen! Putnams Barge five hundred Bricks, a considerable 


Number of which I took to Belprie & which were made in the first 
Kiln made on Market Square, & are now about our premises. 

Cot° EBENEZER BATTELLE, a native of Boston, he had 
been Captain of the Antient & Honorable Artilery Company of 
Boston, who could not be Elected to that Office without he had held 
a Col°s Commission under the Govenor of Massacusetts. He arrived 
with his family in Marietta, 1789, & removed to Belprie in the spring 
of 1790. He was Liberally Educated, & was an active partner in a 
Bookstore with Isaiah Thomas*®® in Boston. He was educated with a 


' view of his imbracing a Clerical life, but did not imbrace that 
profession — he moved to Ohio & became a Farmer. He officiated as 


Chapllalin [for] the Belprie settlements during the Indian War. 
Je hees 

These Patriots of the Revolution did not forget that they were the 
recipitants of the gifts’ of a protecting providence, and did not 
neglect to meet on the holy sabbath and offer up their prayers & 
Adoration to our Gracious and mercyful Father, their constant & 
Bountiful benifactor, &, with thankfulness & gratitude for the 
pressent & past, implore his protecting care for their Country & 
themselves in time to come. 

Capt NATHANIEL CusHING, ** a native of Boston, a 
soldier of the Revolution, & active & valuable Officer, he came with 
his family early to the settlement, setled in Belprie. Farmers Castle 
stood partly on his Land. He was head of the police & had the 
principle charge of the Military in that Garrison; he was one of the 
most Candid, Industrious & valuable Citizens. He had a learge family 
which he took the utmost pains to educate during the War, & who 
now occupy reputable & respectable stations in the Country. 


155 Isaiah Thomas, 1749-1831; New Eng. printer and publisher; historian of 
the early printing presses. 

156 Page misnumbered. 

157 “Benefits” has been deleted and “gifts” substituted. 

158 Maj. Nathaniel Cushing, 1753-1814; born Pembrook, Mass.; soldier, Rev. 
War; to Marietta, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; commissioned by Gov. Arthur St. Clair 
as capt., N. W. Terr. ist reg. of militia; following capture of Maj. Nathan 
Goodale, commanded Belpre fort, Farmers’ Castle; farmer, Belpre twp. 
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(76) 
| Cart Ropert BraprForp,’*® a native near Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, A whole Soldier of the Revolution, a Good Man, a 
good Citizen & a good Farmer — he left but one Child, now living, 
) Robert Bradford of Parkersburg — was a descendant of old Gov. 
) Bradford of Plylmouth] & brought to Ohio a number of articles of 
household furniture that belonged to his ancestors, several of which 
lare now in possession of his son Robt — had a rare escape from the 
§ jindians on returning from Sciota Springs in 1794, with G. Green &'° 


ia Capt Oxiver Ricer,'* Rutland, Massachusetts, was an 
‘ Officer through the Revolution. [He] Married after the War, lost his 
‘Wife, Came out early & setled at Belprie; was afterwards a Major 
in the Militia, a sterling Citizen, and among the best of Farmers — 
'his line is extinct in this Country — at Stoney point — Lieutenant 
_— brave man —'*? 

| Capt JonatTHAN HasKeL came early and setled in 
'Belprie; subsequently he was appointed a Captain in Gen' Waynes 
| (Harmers)*** Army, was with Genl Harmer out against the Indians, 
came up with his Company & resided one winter & part of a summer 
in Marietta — Married a sister of Capt Daniel Glrleen,’** returned 
& was out with Wayne, returned to Belprie where he raised his 
family & madlel his exit. He has a daughter married M* Lawton of 
Barlow. 


(77) 
Lieut GrorcE INGERSOLL, a native of Boston, came 


| early to Bellprie, was an Officer of the Revolution. He was Lieut of 
the first Artilery Compy in the County, was some time under pay 
as an Officer of the United States in the Indian War; he returned 


| 159 Maj. Robert Bradford, 1750-1825; born Plymouth, Mass.; soldier, Rev. 
| War; to Marietta, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; farmer. 

| 160 The section “was a descendant .... with G. Green &” has been inserted 

in a different handwriting. 

161 Capt. Oliver Rice, 1752-; native of Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; to Marietta, 
mete iAP Rat mint Rae: 66% man” has been inserted in another hand- 
writing. 

163 “FJarmers” is written above “Waynes”; but neither has been crossed out. 
Jonathan Haskell was made capt. 2d U. S. Inf., 1791, and served under Lt.-Col. 
Josiah Harmar, comm. of Inf., 1789-1792, under Maj-Gen. Anthony Wayne, 


comm. U. S. Army, 1792. ; 
164 Capt. Daniel Greene, sea captain, son of John and Mary Greene; to 


| Belpre, 1796; to Newport Twp., 1798; built first brick house in Newport Twp. 
about 1809. 
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over the Mountains after the War. He had some imployment at 
West point, where he got Married & did not return. | 

The following were prominant Citizens of Bellprie & 
the County all in the Month of March, 1790 

Cor? IsrareL Purnam,'* of Pomfret, Connecticut, son | 
of Gen! Israiel Putnam of the Revolution, he came with his son, _ 
Major Aaron Waldo Putnam,’ & setled very early in Belprie. He | 
setled Major A. W. Putnam & returned to Connecticut, & in 1793. 
Brot on the residue of his family. Col? Putnam was one of the leargest | 
Capitalists, at the time, that emigrated to our County. He was an ; 
experienced & enlightned Aggricultrist & by his example & precepts, 
was benificial in giving a correct tone & direction to the progress of © 
Farming in Belprie. | 


(78) q 
Many of our Revolutionary setlers had been practiced to Watchful © 
ness & anured to danger & diciplined to the use of the Sword & the j 
Gun who were not familiar with the plow & the sythe & the sickle, 
but by the example of those better skilled they soon became good | 
Farmers. 7 
Major A. W. Putnam, late of Bellprie, was one of the © 
most skilful, extensive & thorough Farmers early in the settlement. 
His Farm lay about half a mile below Farmers Castle & When the © 
War commenced he moved into that Garrison, but left his stock on 4 
the Farm where they required his daily attention. The Indians who 
were secreted back on the plain, covered by the Woods, [were] | 
watching those who went out to feed their stock as [did] Major — 
Putnam. [Seeing him] on his way to feed, & [when he] had got a 
sufficient distance, as they J udged, they left their cover & indeavored 
to cut off his retreat, but he early discovered them & gave the alarm 
to the Garrison. The Citizens flew to their Arms & made a sortie, 
with all speed, down the River in a direction to meet Major Putnam 
& intercept the Indians before they should M* Putnam. When the 
Indians found 


(80) 167 


—_—_— 


165 Col. Israel Putnam, 1739-1812; born Salem, Mass.; son of Gen. Israel 
Putnam; soldier, Rev. ar; to Marietta, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; returned to 
Conn., 1790; returned to Belpre 1795; founder of the Belpre Farmers’ Library. 

166 Aaron Waldo Putnam, 1767-1822; born Pomfret, Conn.; son of Col. Israel 
Putnam; to Marietta, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; farmer. 

167 Page misnumbered. 
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they could not effect their Object they made a halt, fired severel shot 
at M' Putnam & received some shots from the partie without effect, 
& then made their retreat to the Woods, but the Citizens did not 
think prudent to follow lest they should be led into an ambush. Col® 
Putnams family & decendants being among the most reputable in 
‘the County, & their conspicuous standing in Society, makes any 
notice from me unnecessary. 

| GriFFIN GREEN Esq‘, from Rhode Island, was an early 
setler, moved to Belprie in the spring of 1790. He had been ingaged 
in Mercantile business in Rhode Island. He had been active in the 
‘cause of his Country during the Revolution, & suffered some loss 
| which led him to Europe, where he observed a Floating Mill for 
| grinding grain near Amsterdam, which led to the erection of one of a 
'simelar construction in Belprie in company with Capt Jn* Devol, 
_as related elsewhere. Esq’ Green was 


(81) 

a Man of genius & a Man of talants, a useful, Interprizling] & 
examplary Citizen — his after life & family are well known. 
DanieL Lorine, Esq','*® from Massachusetts, was an 
early setler in Belprie. He was appointed a Magistrate by Gov' St 
Clair & subsequently a Judge inder the Territorial Goverment. He 
_ was a substantial and correct Man & one of the best kind of Citizens 
_— his decendents are an examplication of his worth & estimation in 
| Society. 

! Isaac Pierce, Esq’, A NATIVE OF RHODE IsLAND, he was 
| Brother in Law to M' Charles Green. They came together early in 
1789 — he was an early settler in Belprie. He was Bred a Merchant 
but he soon learned the trade of a Farmer, subsequently became a 
Magistrate, & much resorted to for those instruments of Writing so 
necessary in society to keep its surface smoothe by keeping the rough 
even & the crooked strait. His Physical powers were moderate but 
his Moral & Mental were such as made him a good Man & a Good 
Citizen. 


(82) 
Col? Alexander Oliver,’ from the West part of 
Massachusetts, he came on in 1789, moved to Belprie, march, 1790. 


168 Daniel Loring, -1825; native of Mass.,; to Belpre, 1790; one of the 
founders of Universalism in Belpre; justice of the peace for two decades; judge, 


Court of Common Pleas, Wash. Co., Ohio. 
169 Capt. Alexander Oliver, native of Mass., soldier, Rev. War; to Marietta, 


1788; to Belpre, 1790. 
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He had a learge family — one daughter Married Judge Daniel 
Syms,**° another M* Spencer of Cincinati."* The family were reput 
—=able. His decendants are all settled in the western part of the State. 


Capt Benzamin Mites,’ Rutland, Massachusetts, 
setled in the low settlement of Belprie. His family was learge & 
reputable; he was a substantial Farmer, took much pains to educate 
his Children, some of which, I believe, ocupy prominant situations in 
society. 

Mr Wititram Brownine,'® from Rutland, Massach!'s, 
Came on with Gen! Putnams family, 1790. Cot® DANIEL Bent,?“ 
same place, M' Israiel Stone,!’* someplace, were all setled in Belprie 
in 1790. They all substantial Farmers. 


Car! Curtis,'’® from Conneticut, M' Gururie!” & 
famaly, from some place, were in Garrison during the War, setled 
in Newberry. The above persons had learge families & whose 


decendants, some of whome occupy promanant stations & all repu 
=table & Noted. | 


(83) 

I have been more particular with the first setlers of. 
Belprie because I considered they possessed, in a more emmant 
degree, those sterling Qualities which form the Base on which to 
erect the social Edifice, & which are best calculated at once to. 
Cherish, Guard, & perpetuate our Republican liberties: They must 
have some education in early life, they must have been practiced to | 
Industry & econimy, inder the influence of a respect for Morality & 


*79 Judge Daniel Symmes, atty. of Cincinnati; judge of the Ohio Supreme 
Court, 1805-1808; married Betsey, daughter of Col. Alexander Oliver. 

‘71 Mrs. Electa Oliver Spencer, wife of O. M. Spencer of Cincinnati. 

172 Capt. Benjamin Miles, 1754-1817; native of Rutland, Mass.; soldier, Rev. 
War; to Belpre, 1789; tavern keeper and farmer; built mill at Little Hocking; 
owner of five yoke of oxen killed by Indian raiders. 

173 William Browning, -1823; native of Mass.; to Marietta, 1789; to 
Belpre, 1789; married Abigail, daughter of Gen. Rufus Putnam; his son, Wil- 
liam Rufus Browning, married Sophia, daughter of Col. Joseph Barker. 

174 Daniel Bent, native of Mass.; to Belpre, 1790; his son, Silas Bent, migrat- 
ed to the West, established Bent’s Fort on the Arkansas River. 

7° Israel Stone, 1749-1808; to Belpre, 1789; removed to Rainbow settlement, 
1795. 

176 Capt. Eleazer Curtis, 1759-1801; born Conn.; soldier, Rev. War; served 
in Indian War as a captain; to lower Newbury settlement, 1791. 

“7 Truman Guthrie, 1765-1841; native of Conn.; to Marietta, 1788; returned 
to Conn. to bring back his farming tools, 1789; to Belpre, lower settlement 
(Newbury), 1790; credited with planting first wheat field in Marietta and 
Newbury settlements; removed to Rainbow settlement. 
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| Religeon, they could not have been selected to lead their Countrymen 
to Battle for their Countrys rights merely for their Physical powers 
|| (as of Old), But they must have been chosen for their Moral standing 

& superior Intelect. They had a second education in the Army of the 
Revolution, where they heard the precept of Wisdom & saw the 
example of Bravery & Fortitude. They had been diciplined to obey, 


& learned the Advantage of subordination to Law & good order in 


| promoting the prosperity & happiness of themselves & the rest of 
- Mankind. 
, (84) 


‘ I must not omit the name of One person who deserves a rank with 
‘| our best Men — M' Daniel Mayo'® from Boston. He was Educated 


at Harvard University. He came early to Belprie & taught school in 
Farmers Castle in time of the War; he was not only a scholar but a 
Gentleman & a most esteemed Citizen, subsequently married a 
daughter of Col° Israiel Putnams & moved to Newport opposite 
_ Cincinati. 
(85) 
WATERFORD 

Col® Robert Oliver was a native of Massachusetts. He 
was a soldier of the Revolution from the taking of Burgoine to 
' Cornwallis &, at the peace, left the service of his Country with the 
commission of Major. His coln]temporaries give him the reputation 
of an Industrious, active Officer & an excellent diciplinarian; he was 
one of the directors of the Ohio Comp’. In the summer & fall of 1780, 
he, in Comp’ with Capt John Dodge’? & Majo' Haffield White, built 
a Saw Mill & Grist Mill on Wolf Creek, known by the name of the 
Old Wolf Creek Ml[illls,18° which were in Operation in March, 1790 
__ these were the first Mills built in the County. Subsequently he 
was a Major in Col® Sproats Regiment in this County & member of 
the Territorial Legislature. His decendents are residents principally 
of Morgan County. 


178 Daniel Mayo, grad. of Harvard; to Marietta, 1788; to Belpre, 1789; first 
teacher in Farmers’ Castle, Belpre; married Mary, daughter of Col. Israel 
Putnam. 

179 Capt. John Dodge, -1805; native of Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; to 
Marietta, 1788; to Donation Tract, 1789: in company with Maj. Haffield White 
and Col. Robert Oliver, built Wolf Creek mills. 

180 The first mills built in Ohio were the saw and grist mills built on Wolf 
Creek in Waterford, about one mile from the mouth of Wolf Creek. They were 
erected in 1789 by Maj. Haffield White, Col. Robert Oliver and Capt. John 


Dodge. 


page fifty-one 


Masor Harrietp WHITE was from Salem, Massachu 
=setts, served through the Revolution. He came out with Genii 


Putnam with the Ohio Com’. He built a House in Campus Martius & 


then f 

(86) i 
then went in C° with Oliver & Dodge & Built Wolf Creek Mills. He 
was a Captain in the U. S. service— his decendents are Chiefly in : 


Morgan County. 

Capt Jon Donce from Beverly, Massach's, he came 
out with the Ohio C*. [He] had been a Man of business & brot some — 
Capital & ingaged, with Oliver & White, in erecting Mills on Wolf 
Creek, which probably would have been a good investment had it not 
been for the Indian War which drove them into Garrison at a y 
distance from the Mills: & driving in all the setlers in the N eighbour — 
=hood, who did not get replaced til some time after the War, & © 
what with decay & loss & dlelpredations by the Indians, what they | 
had expended became a dead loss & the Mill has been of very little — 
profit since. 
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Dean TYLeEr,**! a native of Haver[hlill[1], Mass's, Came — 
out very early. He had been liberally educated — he possessed — 
abilities but his genius was eccentric. He had been exclusively 
confined to handling Books 


te 


= 


(87) 
& found it difficult to become familiar with the Axhandle & the Hoe, 
& [was] without the means to live without [working]. There were — 
few imployments which offered the means to Keep the Pot boiling, 
& instead [of] growing up with the settlemen It] & becoming a Guide 
& benifactor, he became worse than indolent, buried his Talent — 
& his errors should not be rembered. 

WiLii1aAM Gray,?*? of MassACHUSETTs, was a Nephew 
to Mr. Gray,'*? an extensive Merchant for whom he was Named, 
who lived Some time in Salem & subsequently in Boston. [He] came 
early with his family & setled at Waterford. His Physical & mental 


—— 
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181 Maj. Dean Tyler, native of Haverhill, Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; grad. 
Harvard; to Marietta, 1788; to Waterford settlement, 1789; teacher and chap- 
lain, Waterford settlement during Indian War; garrison bore name of Fort 
Tyler in his honor. 

182 Capt. William Gray, 1761-1812; born Lynn, Mass.; soldier, Rev. War; 


one of original 48 pioneers to Marietta, 1788; to Waterford settlement, 1789; 
armer. 
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_|| powers were such as would command attention & a favourable 


| notice in any society, had his passions been under the guidence of 
Moral principal & his Intelect under the decipline of education. He 
_ was some time imployed as a Lieut in the U. N. State services, & his 
Uncle Billy Gray,'** of Boston, regularly sent him Money sufficient 
to maintan his family; but he was deficient in the charisterictics of 
the Yankoo — Industry, Economy & regular habits. Two of his 
daughters are respectably married to the Missers Howards (of 
- Waterford). 
(88) 

GILBERT Devout Esq‘, a native of Rhode Island, he 
came early to the County with his family which were numerous. 
His eldest son, Gilbert Jun’, setled in Marietta. They Were both 
Blacksmiths — Industrious & valuable mechanicks & good Citizens. 
He was sometime a Judge of the Supreme Court of Rhode Island in 
the time of the Revolution, when Patriotism run down the streets 
like a stream, & Paper Money like a Flood. He was a Man with a 
strong mind, had read much, & had formed some eccentric Theories 
by which he arrived at the conclusion that the Moral & Mental were 
& ought to be subordinate to the Physical Powers. 

M: Benjamin Shaw,'** from Beverly, Massachusetts, 
came early to the Country & setled at Waterford. He was a good 
Citizen & a substantial Farmer; he had a learge family who now hold 
reputable & respectable stations in society — his eldest daughter 
married M' Benjamin Dana‘** of Waterford. His youngest son, M* 
Boylston Shaw, now resides [in] & inherits the paternal property 
in Waterford. 

(89) 

M:« Benzamin Dana, from Pomphret in Vermont, he 
came out with Col® Israils Putnams family in 1794. [Hel resided 
in Belprie until the peace with the Indians, he then purchased & 
removed to Waterford. He became on of the most extensive & 
sucessful Aggriculterests in the County: he inherited all the Qualities 
Analigeous to the Evergreen & Granite of his native state, & adopted 


183 “My Gray” has been inserted in another handwriting. 

184 Billy Gray, uncle of Capt. William Gray. 

185 Benjamin Shaw, member of the first 48 pioneers to Marietta, 1788; settled 
on Donation Tract near present village of Beverly. 

186 Benjamin Dana, 1770-1832; born Pomfret, Vt.; to Washington Co., 1794; 
settled on Donation tract, Waterford Twp.; farmer; erected brick house (still 
standing), 1818. 
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all the improvements & advantages Incident to the more fertile soil & 
congenial climate of the State of Ohio. He very early commenced the 
cultivation of the fine Wooled Marino & Saxon sheep; his Flock is 
the leargest & finest in the County. Very few Men with the same 
means could have accomplished as much, & still fewer could have 
done more. 
Severel other persons — Capt Davis,'*? from Massach's, 
father to a large family now scattered over the State, A M* Barlow, ) 
brother to Joel Barlow,'** the Poet & Land Agent, who died in France. j 
This Man was probably sixty. He got a lot, now a part of Mt Danas 
Farm, built a Cabbin, cleared a field & raised a crop, & lived by 
himself. [He] refused to go into Garrison, contending the Indians — 
would never kill him while he had his Bible, but the Indians came _ 
in the Spring. Early in the morning, 1791, the Indians came to his — 


Cornfield, &, seeing a little hut which they took to be solitary, they i | 


began to Whoop & halloo. When the Old Man, taking advantage of 4 
this warning, after loosing his Faith in his Bible, fled to the River — 
undiscovered & Crept out on a leaning Sycamore over the Water, & © 
as the Muskingum was rising fast the water drove him into the Top — 
— & as he was out of hearing from the Garrison, he had to stay until — 
some time next day 

(90) 
day before he got relief. A party from the Garrison, knowing the 
Indians were in, went down to see if M' Barlows Bible had been a 
protection. They found the Indians had been at the House, the Bible 
torn to pieces, his Bed emptied, & the Bed cloaths & other cloathing 
taken away with all other things of Value. His pots & Kettles broken 
& strowed about. They heard some one hallooing at the River & 
found him on the tree. He immediately left for Vermont where he 
was alive, a few years ago (aged between 90 & 100). 
Your 22™4 Question, “did the Judges hold Court at Cincinati as. well 
as Marietta, during the Indian War’? — 


I do not rember any Court being held in Marietta 
during the Indian War, nor do I recollect any circumstance which 
would induce me to believe there was at Cincinati subsequent to the 


187 Capt. Daniel Davis, from Killingly, Conn.; soldier, Rev. War; member 
of the first 48 settlers; settled on Donation lands in Waterford Twp. 

#88 Aaron Barlow, agent for the Ohio Co.; his brother, Joel Barlow, was 
agent for the Scioto “Company.” 
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War. They traveled by Water, up & down; it was easier, Cheaper, & 
-more expiditious traveling by water than Land. There were no 
Bridges, No Roads, No Taverns, & but few Cabbins — aside from 
the danger from the Indians. But in a Canoo or Perogue one could 
carry his Kitchin, his dormitory & his Magazine, & could shift sides 


_of the River to avoid danger. I[n] 1792 a mail route was established 
from Pitts Burg to Cincinati. M* Charles Mills'®® (brother to Col® 
John Mills) who now resides in Gallia County, was imployed to 
carry the Male from Marietta to Gallipolis once a week in a skiff or 
or Canoo, @ $20 pt Month & eight dollars a peace for two hands. 
How long the Male was carried in this way I do not remember. 


(91) 


In June, 1788, the Governor & Judges commenced the 


duties of their Office. The County of Washington was laid off, 


including the Ohio Compy* purchase & as far North as the Indian 
boundary. Joseph Gilman Esqt & Gen' Benjamin Tupper were 


appointed Magistrates for Marietta; Griffin Green Esq", for Belprie; 
- Col Robert Oliver, for Waterford; Col° Ebenezer Sproat, high sheriff; 


& Benjamin Ives Gilman, Clerk of the Court of Quarter sessions & 
Court of Common pleas; Return Jonathan Meigs Jun‘, prosecuting 
Atorney. The first Courts of Quarter Sessions & Common Please was 
held in September, 1788; the next Court was held in March, 1790, at 
which a Grand Jury was impaneled & found a Bill against Ezlrla 
Lunt for stealing a Hogg, but who was aquitted on his trial before 
Petit Jury. 
| Return J. Meigs Jun' & Paul Fearing were the only 
professional Lawyers then & until after the war. The Court was held 
in the Northwest Blockhouse Chamber in Campus Martius, where 
Town Meetings & Religious Meetings were held; simelar Meetings 
were held at the Point in Buell 
(92) 

Buell & Munsell Old Red House Hall,!®° where M‘ Holdens’” store 
now stands. To collect a sufficient Number to form a Grand Jury & 


189 Charles Mills, to Marietta, 1789; owner of lot in Donation Tract. 

190 Buell & Munsell’s Old Red House Hall (Old Red Buell House) was built 
in 1789 at the Point, by Joseph Buell and Levi Munsell and intended for a 
tavern. It was built with lumber brought from McKeesport, Pa., made into a 
raft, and floated down the Ohio River by Capt. Enoch Shepard and family who 
were en route from Mass. to the Marietta settlement. Situated at Front and 
Greene Sts., the house was later sold to Joseph Holden. 

191 Joseph Holden, 1769-1863; born Shirley, Mass.; to Marietta, 1803; car- 
penter, 1803-1807; merchant 1807-1837; treas. of Wash. Co., Ohio, 1817-1828. 
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a Petit Jury, Col° Sproat had summoned most of the Revolutionaries 
from Belprie, so that by what were legally required to attend & those 
who attended [from] curiosity or the Novelty of the Case, a learger 
number of Revolution officers met together than had assembled on 


any former occasion or did afterwards, As there was no public — 


occasion to call the setlers together during the War, & after the War 
the influx of setlers made it unnecessary to call many from any one 
point. They seemed to be perfectly aware of this circumstance, for it 
was a topic of general conversation that it was probable that no future 
occasion would require the assembling of so learge a proportion of 
those who had been associated in securing American Independence 
& the fee of the Land they had purchased for a home. 


There was a kindness of feeling & Friendship which 
had been created by an association in peril & toils & dangers, & 
which were renewed & strengthened by a reunion in the toils 


(93) 
& watchfulness [necessary] in subduing & Cultivating a Wilderness & 


repelling the dangers which threatened their peace & security from 
a crafty & vindictive enemy, while securing a second Independence 
—— a permenent competency for themselves & families. 

Col° Battelle lived adjoining the land House, had 
brewed a Kegg of spruce Beer for the Occasion, and as they were all 
from the Land of Flip’? & it being no sin to drink F lip in those days, 
and as their hours of convivial injoyment were few & far between, 
each one who had not attended Court in Ohio before was multed a 
Pitcher of Flip; and while the chord of Friendship was still brightn 
—=ing, they gave the parting hand with the warm enquiry — When 
shall we all meet again? , 

After the War, the Court of Quarter Sessions Was 
held Quarterly, Composed of the Justices of the County: Joseph 
Gilman & Benjamin Tupper, Marietta, Griffin Green & Daniel 
Loring from Belprie, Robert Oliver from Waterford, Alven 
Bingham"? from Middletown (Athens), Phillip Whitten’ from the 


_ 192 Flip was a spiced and sweetened alcoholic drink, often with eggs beaten 
into it. 


193 Alven (Alvan) Bingham, native of Conn.: soldier, Rev. War; settled in 
Wash. Co., Ohio; removed to Athens Co. where 
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long Reach, then in Marietta, & Your humble sev' from Adams (now 
Union & Adams); subsequently others were appointed as the popula 
=tion increas‘. 
| (94) 
Col° Sproat as Sheriff & Mr’ B. I. Gilman as Clerk held their Offices 
until the reformation from Federalism to Democracy took place. 
Adam Smith’* Says that Laws were made to protect the property of 
_ the rich against the Poor. It would seem to follow — where there is 
. very little property, little Law is required. I do not recollect of any 
Civil suit being commenced during the War, Nor but one Crimenal 
Action: an Officer from Gen! Harmers Garrison struck a Citizen with 
his Cain, who Complained. The Officer was fined a dollar & costs. 
Altho we [had] sufficient Law, we had not the means to carry it into 
effect. We had no place of confinement, &, if your debtor had no 
property, taking his Body would only be increasing the debt unless 
he would consent to work, & then you must be Your own Bondsman. 
Much like the present times — if Your debtor can secrete his 
property, You cannot take his Body. 
| There was but a Few Merchants & those with limeted 
Capital; no one came here with property who could do better with 
it somewhere else. The price of Calico was from one dollar to a dollar 
& seventy five Cents; Coffee, fifty Cents; Tea, Young Hyson, $2; 
Salt, from four to five Dollars p‘ bushel; Nails, 25 Cts; Iron, from 
16 to 20 Cts; 
(95) 
Sugar, we made ourselves. Sugar Trees were plenty but metal to boil 
in was scarce & deer, so that many setlers laboured under the want 
of Kettles who otherwise might have gone far towards supporting 
their families. When Gen! Putnam was on & obtained the grant for 
the donation Land, Lady Washington’ sent out a Kegg of Loaf, 
made from Maple sugar, to be distributed among the ladies of the 
Officers of the Revolutionary Army residing in the Ohio Compy‘ 
purchase. The demand for Kettles for making Sugar induced traders 
to fetch them on, & altho very dear, 10 & 12 Cts p* lb, still it was an 
advantage to procure them at that rate. 
Ship building commenced at Marietta [at] the beginn 
|. =Ing of this Century — the Brig S' Clair was built in 1800 by M® 
Charles Green & C°, her burthen about an 100 Tons. She was 


195 Adam Smith, 1723-1790; English economist. 
196 Martha Washington, 1732-1802; wife of Pres. Washington. 
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constructed by M' Stephen Devol,'*’ from Rhode Island; the Comp’ / 
loaded her with Flour & Pork, principally. This was the first square — 
rigged Vessel built upon the Waters of the Ohio & Navigated } 

(Onis. | 
to the Ocean. She was commanded by Abraham Whipple from Rhode — 
Island, who was a Comodore in the Navy of the United States during 
the Revolution. He navagated the Vessel out to the Island of Cuba & . 
exchanged her cargo for Sugar. In 1802 the Ship Muskingum, of 204, 
tons, was built by Capt Jn° Devol, owned by Benjamin Ives Gilman, 
& the Brigantine Eliza Green, owned by M'‘ Charles Green, both of | 
Marietta. Severel were built in Marietta, & ship building was carried 
on leargely at Marietta, & above & below, & was a popular business 


for severel years. These Vessels were built principally by English | 


goods, the Workmen were paid by Orders on the Store, & these 


Orders passed from hand to hand as Currently as the pressent Bank © | 
Bills, & much of the same character. They would buy dry goods only. | 


Groceries, such as Tea, Coffee, Salt, Iron, &c were Cash articles & on | 
exception, as these dry Goods Banks did not pay specie for their 4 
Notes. Prices of Goods were very high & Vessel building with goods | 
seemed to promase a profatable investment of Capital, but on trial 
it proved disadvantageous to the Owners, the Workmen & the _ 


Country. The Owners all became Loosers from numerous causes: — | 


the difficulty & expence of imploying enexperienced Workman, 
(98) 

altho they were paid cheap their labour came dear because it required — 

from fifty to an hundred p’ Cent more to perform the wudwork; 


They freequently had to take the Vessel to New Orleans or an q 


Eastern port to be rigg?, Which more than half the expence, & this, 


from having to intrust the business to the care of an Agent, was | 


likely to be ordinarily and dearly executed; but above all, the — 
difficulty of selling to Advantage. Shippers say that a second: hand | 
Vessel is like a second hand Coat — if a man wants a‘ Coat he # 
chooses to build it himself & will not buy a second hand one even ~ 


if new; so if a shipper wants a Vessel, he chooses to build one to suit || 


the trade he is in & the arrangement of his Voige. It is a maxem _ 
with Shippers that a seccond hand Vessel is always unsaleable; with — 


197 Stephen Devol, sr., -1803; brother to Capt. Jonathan Devol and Gil- — 
bert Devol; native of R. I.; to Marietta following Indian War; shipbuilder; — 
employed in building brig St. Clair; removed to Waterford Twp. 1802. 

198 Page misnumbered. 
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_the Insurers much depends on the Charactor of the Vessel. The 
_ workman to be sure got his goods, but like a track in the Water they 
_ soon disappeared — and he was none the richer fram Year to Year. 
[All the] While the Country suffered for improvement & cultivation, 
| which is a permenant addition to the Capital of himself & of Society. 


(99) 
In september, 1790, What has been called the French 


emigrants arrived & were permitted by Colo Sproat (who then had 
Charge of the Garrison) to take possession of all the vacant rooms in 
Fort Harmer. They arrived in the Night, in six Kentuckey Boats, & 
[were] said to be four hundred & fifty Men, Women, & Children — 
_ there was but few Children. This company came from Paris to settle 
_ on Lands which were purchased from Joel Barlow,**? & which they 
expected to find immediately below the Ohio Comp’ purchase. 


Gen! Putnam was one of the Comp’ Who sent Barlow 
to France to sell Land, finding the Company would fail in getting a 
title from the United States. They made Gen' Putnam Agent, who 
_brot out Major Burnham,” with a Company of labourers, who 
erected some Houses for the reception of the Emigrants, a part of 
whome went down the next spring & took possession. The greater 
part of these Emigrants were ingaged in France in the imployment | 
_ of Companies & Individuals who came Out with them, paid their 
| passage & subsistance, & some wages — on to the Muskingum. They 
were to be imployed [by their] Masters, some as house servents, 
Others in clearing & cultivating land, Others Building houses, Others 
Carpenters, Taylors, Blacksmiths &c& — all kinds of trades. 


(100) 
There were others, private Adventurers & Gentlemen, some single, 
some with families. Monsier Beaureau2"! was said to be designed for 
a priest & others for subordinates in the Ecclesiastical line — in fact, 
some of every grade from the Marquess down to the porter. The 


199 Joel Barlow, 1754-1812; native of Conn.; grad. Yale, 1778; lawyer; liter- 
ary pursuits; agent for the sale of N. W. Terr. lands in England and France, 
1788-1790; comm. agt. Europe, 1790-1792; consul, Algiers, 1797-1805; envoy to 
France, 1811 

200 Maj. William Burnham, soldier, Rev. War; to Marietta, 1789; to Water- 
ford, 1789; served in early Court of Quarter Sessions; tax commissioner, Wash. 
Co., Ohio, 1806-1807; owned land in Waterford Twp. 

201 Probably Jean Pierre Romaine Bureau, early settler of Gallipolis. 
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Marques Manasa””” & his son, a Vicount, seemed to be the Ostensible 
leader; a learge number came out in his imploy. A M' Debutts,? a 
German Frenchman, had a number under him. There were 
companies of two or more Who brot out parties, for what particular 
purpose it was difficult to acertain. The Marquis got a house in 
Campus Martius, had a number of domesticks. Monsier Debutts 
resided at the Point & others at Fort Harmer. 


Towards spring they began to scatter. The Marquis, 
Debutts, & some other Gentlemen went over the Mountains & back 
to France.*°** A goodly Number Went to Gallipolis, some to Canada, 
some staid abou. Marietta & got Donation Land. I suppose they had 
been defrauded in their purpose of Land —?* they were disappoint 
=ed, put out, & illnatured, they grumbled, they Sacra Foutered the 
Yanke,*° they jabbered, There might have been more tongues at 
Babel but they never went faster, &, take them all together, they 
were a trifling acquisition to our settlements. 


(101) 

Ques" 6" ) 

Ans‘ . Iwas not here when the Indians were in for a Treaty 
in 1788, & where they remained until the Treaty was signed the gt 
of January, 1789.2 I arived at Marietta Nov™ 1.) /1:789.) Lewas 
informed (by the concurrent testimony of all the Inhabitents) that 
the Indians came in dissatisfied & uncheerful to the Treaty. They 
complained of being duped & deceived by the removal of the place of 
holding the Treaty. They expected the Treaty to have been holden at 


202 Marquis Marnesia. 
203 Count deBarth. 


206 “Sacra Foutered the Yanke” is probably Anglicized “Sacre fou”: cursed 
or confounded crazy Yankee. 


207 The treaty with the Indians, signed Jan. 9g, 1789, was at Fort Harmar. 
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Fort Lawrance,2°* on the Tuskarawas Muskingum,” at now Law 
—rence Township, the North side of Tuskarawas County, where a 
Fort had been built & Armed & Garrisoned with a Leiutenants 
Command. But circumstances Convinced the Govenor that it was 
unsafe to hold a Treaty in the centre of the Enemies Country, as the 
Indians were strongly suspected of a design of cutting off all the 
~ Whites with the Garrison when assembled for a Treaty. Gen' Harmer 
sent a party of Soldiers in the Ohio Companies Boat, the May Flower, 
who poled her up the Muskingum and brot off the Garrison — Arms, 
provisions, & other materiel for the Treaty. 
(102) 

down to Fort Harmer. 

As the Indians Came in to the Treaty they imployed 
themselves in Hunting & distrying the Game, for which they had no 
use (as they drew rations from the Public), except for the skins of 
the Deer. So greate was their Industry & perseverence that, in the 
fall & Winter, they brot in Deer & Turkeys & piled them up on the 
Bank of the Muskingum, west of Doct Cottons, like a rick of Hay, 
until the Inhabitents were obliged to Assemble & throw them into 
the River to Abate the Neusance. They left the Carcous about the 
Woods, which brot in the Wolves & Panthers but distroyed all the 
Deer — (A man by the Name of Bagley, [a] fidldJler, coming from 
Wolf Creek, towards spring one Cold, Snowey, frozen Afternoon, 
was attacked by learge gang of Wolves who drove him up a Tree, 
where he had to sit & play the Fiddle for them until they saw fit to 
leave him next day.) When interigated why they distroyed & 
wasted the Game? the Indians Answered, they meant to destroy & 
Starve out 

(103) 
every white face North of the Ohio. They frequently alluded to the 
prospect of repossesing their Lands & recovering their good hunting 
Ground. One Old Indian, when he drew his Blanket, threw it Over 
his shoulders saying he had got his Cornfield on his back, but he 
would have it to walk on next Year. 


208 Fort Laurens, the second U. S. fort built within the present boundaries 
of Ohio, was situated on the present site of Bolivar, Tuscarawas Co. The Treaty 
of Greenville fixed the boundary line of Indian lands from the mouth of the 
Cuyahoga River, southward to Fort Laurens, and southwestward through the 
present limits of Ohio. 

209 In the manuscript, “Tuskarawas” is inserted above the word ‘“Musk- 
ingum”. Fort Laurens was situated on the Tuscarawas River which joins the 
Walhonding (which the Indians called “White Woman’s Creek”) at Coshocton, 
Ohio, to form the Muskingum River. 
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Capt. JONATHAN DEvoL 


Dup.tey Woopsrince, Jr. 


It was said There were better than four hundred 
Indians — Men, Woman, & Children — & so thoroughly did they 
distroy the game within ten Miles of Marietta that rarely a deer 
Could be seen, where before a good hunter could kill from 10 to 15 
of a day. I have heard Mt Hamilton Kerr say (Who hunted for Gen! 
Harmer & supplyed his Garrison with wild meat the Year previous) 
that the Hills between Muskingum & Duck Creek was the best 
Hunting ground he had ever seen, that he could leasurely kill 15° 
Deer of a day, & frequently of a Morning. The Indians, by burning 
the Woods every Year, kept down the undergrowth & made 


(104) 
good pasture for the deer & good hunting for himself. 

To The circumstance of the Indians distroying nearly 
all the game in the Neighbourhood, combined with that of a severe 
frost in the early part of september, 1789, may be attributed the very 
greate Scarcity of Bread & Meat in the spring & Summer of 1790. 
Many families were destitute of Cows; there were a few Yoak of 
Oxon which could not be spared from the Clearing & the Plow, & 
No Young stock, a few breeding Sows. A learge Majority of the 
Emigrants had literally strewed all their Money on the Mountains, 
_ &, in the injoyment that they had got to the Land of promase, they 

forgot to provide for the future. In fact, there was very little to be 
bought by those who had money: where wild meat had formerly 
been very plenty, there was very little brot in, some few from over 
the Ohio; But those who had not means Could not buy, & by the 
Middle of May a Majority of the People were out of Bread, Meat, & 
Milck, & especially those families the leargest & 


(105) 
& most necessitious. Where Poverty, Improvidence & Scarcity meet, 
Charity & Benevolance only Could give relief. It was no time for 
“Catch penny & Chuck farthing.” Genuine hospitality prevailed; 
those who had, dealt out freely but sparingly, without Money or 
price, to those who had not, which soon brot on a general scarcity. 
Those the most forehanded adopted the strictest economy & man 
—agement that they might assist the Needy. Nettles were the first 
herbs up in the spring & were freely used, next pigweed & Poke 


sprouts.7*° 


210 This is an early growing wild herb whose first sprouts were tender 
enough for cooking. 


page sixty-three 


The latter part of May, Gen' Putnam Wrote on to 
Col? R. J. Meigs to Open a hole’ of Poltaltoes he had at Campus 
Martius & distribute them among the people for planting; @ 50 Cts 
they were all taken in a few hours. Altho very much grown [they] 
answered well for planting. When the Potatoes were up, the tops 
were used for Greens. Coffee, Tea, & Sugar were out of the Question 
— spice Bush & Sassafras were the Common drinks. Some Maple 
sugar was made, but most people were not prepared for want of 
Metal to Boil in. In this way the People 

(106) 

the People got along until the Season brot relief: squashes, Beans, 
then potatoes, then Green Corn, which was considered a compleat 
relief, & then Wheat Harvest & the hand Mill was considered a 
Luxury. 

It was the fore part of June, 1789, before the Greate 
Cornfield on the Plain, extending from near the Wilcocks House??? 
up to Washington Street, containing seventy Acres, was fenced, — 
grubbed, & Girdled & fit for planting. | 

All hands had been busily imployed during the 
Summer of 1788 & most part of the winter in the imploy of the 
surveyors, in Building Log Cabbins — Sawing plank & putting up 
the Block Houses & other Buildings in Campus Martius for the Ohio 
Comp” — in Building a learge heavy Bridge over Tiber Creek, where 
the Stone Bridge Now stands (from which a Man by the Name of 
Lot Cheevers,*'* a Goldsmith from Boston fell & lost his life), until 
it was too late to think of Clearing & fencing small paches of heavy 
Bottom Land, which would be much shaded, for Cultivation. 

(107) 

A learge number associated to go to work & inclose a learge field on 
the Plain & each one occupy, in proportion to labour he put in, to 
prepare the field for Planting. The field was planted with a great 
variety of vegetables, & would have yealded a fair return had the 
frost held off as in ordinary seasons; but the Crop being planted late 
& the frost Coming early, the whole was injure 


211 Potatoes and turnips were stored in potato holes to keep through the 
winter. 

212 The Wil[1]cocks (Wilcox) house belonged to Henry P. Wilcox, who was 
the son of Gen. Joseph Wilfl]cox of Alabama. Henry was postmaster of Marj- 
etta from 1818 to 1825. 


213 Lot Cheevers; no information. 


page sixty-four 


| _ The appearence of some of the Corn induced a belief 
_ that, after being dryed through the winter, it would do to eat — But, 
on making Bread of it in the spring, it produced an effect simelar to 
sick Wheat. M' Charles Green had a Crib at Bellprie of 80 bushels, 
which had the Appearence of being good, but on trial No one Could 
eat it — it even made the Hoggs sick. Corn soon rose in Marietta 
from 50 Cts to $1.50 to $2.00 pt bushel. Here M' Williams 
| Benevolence steped in, of which you are sufficiently acquanted: 


Capt Jn° Devol & M' Isaac Barker got into a Canoo & 
came up to M' Williams — they had half a Guinea in Gold. They 
told 
| (108) 
told him their families had no bread, & they came to get the worth 
of their Money in Corn. How many is there of You? said M* 
Williams. Rising of Twenty, was the reply. Dang it! says the Old 
- Man, there is a heap of You but You must have half a bushel a peace, 
_ & they had. | 


At a meeting of a small Circle of Elderly Ladies, the 
- most reputable & Independent the County afforded, while discusing 
over the Collapsing times over a Cup of spice bush Tea & a piece of 
_ dry Johnny Cake, without Meat or Butter, mutually agreead that, 
| should they live to see the return of a bare Comfortable plenty, they 
would never after find fault or ever Complain of their living. 


(109) 

Why the Indians did not keep the Treaty of Harmer. 

I am not enough acquanted with the relative transac 
—tion of the parties of that time as to be able to make up any thing 
like a correct Opinion, but think it probable the reasons may be found 
sn the circumstances: that the western Indians were continually 
committing depredations on the south side of the Ohio River until 
the commencement of hostilities; that the Miamies & Wabash 
Indians uterly refused to come into the Treaty, which was the cause 
of considerable difficulty between them & the Wiandots & delewares; 
that a majority of the Individuals of the T’ribes who did come in ware 
opposed to the Treaty; &, in particular, the influence which the 
British Garrison & British Agents on the Maumelel, who received 
their skins & Furs & delivered them Arms & Amunition, had, to 
snduce them to commence hostililities against the United States. 


(110) 
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In March, 1790, Governor St Clair sent the late 
Govenor Return J. Meigs to Detroit with a dispach to the Brittish — 
Commandant. Colo Thomas Gibson*"* from Pensylvania, & who was 
afterwards Auditor of the State of Ohio, was the licensed Indian 
Trader, & who had a strong Blockhouse Store on the Bank near 
where the steam Mill stands on Harmer. A tall, well built, active, 
half French & half Indian by the name of Garoot, who was known 
to Col® Gibson & bore a good reputation, he agreed, for a price, to 
take Meigs upon one of his Horses & escort him to Detroit. The 
writer well recollects that he sold Garoot (through Col° Gibson) a 
new Saddle worth twenty Dollars, for which he has not got the Pay — 
— “creditors have the best memories.” Meigs went out with expedi 
—tion & safety, found the Brittish very sociable & polite, but the 
Indians were morose, distant & Cold; & from their looks & Actions, 
& some information obtained from the 

(ft) 

Inhabitants, he had well grounded suspicions that they intended to 
waylay him coming in & take his life. He closed his business in the — 
most private & shortest manner, procured a Young, half French 
Indian with some good Horses, & started without the knoledge of 
Brittish or Indians. They made forced marches & short incampments, 
& got so far the start that the Indians gave up the persuit & he 
arrived safe. 

This same Charley was one of the Indians, recognized 
by Meigs two Years after, who waylaid him, wounded his Young 
man, killed his Boy, & chased him with the Tommyhawk to within 
protection of Fort Harmer. 

(112) 
Ques. 4'". How soon after landing did they begin Campus Martius. 

Early in the summer Capt Jonathan Devol was im 
=ployed in furnishing timber for the Corner Blockhouses. He 
erected two saw pits on the Bank of the Muskingum, near the upper 
end of the present Cornfield, where there is a good spring comes out 
inder the Bank, where two setts of sawyers were imployed. He 
furnished hewed poplar logs which were Whipsawed into four Inch 
plank, of which the Blockhouses were Constructed, &, as he built a 
House for himself of the same meterial on the south side of Campus 


_ 714 Col. Thomas Gibson, soldier, Rev. War; officer, Indian War, 1790-1975; 
nee Indiana trader; removed to Chillicothe; auditor, state of Ohio, 1803- 
1808. 
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Martius, which received his family in the summer of 1789, I 
presume the garrison was began in 1788 & finished in the summer 
of 1789, as it was apparently completed, that is, that part which was 
built by the Ohio Comp’, when I arrived in Nov™, 1789. Govenor 
St Clair, with his family, arrived in January, 1790, & occupied the 
southwesterly Blockhouse which was Called the Gov’ Blockhouse, 
which was finished with good smoothe Poplar floors, Doors, Casings 
&c, and (113) 
and a Brick Chimney with three fire places below & three above. 
| In August, 1790, I was imploued by Gen! Putnam with 
two hands, Owen?* & Flagg,?*° to line the picketts between the 
Houses with four Inch split Oak stuff, pinned on to the picketts so 
high as to Cover a Man, perferated with ambrazures Convenient for 
a Muskett. Likewise the Plank of the Blockhouses had been sawed in 
a proper direction for ambrazures which had not been Cut out. These 
were Cut out & filled with Pluggs which could be taken out & put 
in as occasion required. 
I moved into Campus Martius the first of decem*, 1790, 
after which some further repairs were made. 
~ Ques. 8". The Massacre 
Lots had been surveyed & drawn for by a number of 
- Persons who had associated to make a settlement at Big Bottom, Who, 
- about the beginning of Winter, determined to go on & Cultivate 
their Lands. Those best acquanted with the Indians & those best 
Capable of Judging from appearences 
(114) 
appearences had but little doubt that the Indians were preparing to 
Commence hostilities, strongly opposed the settlement going out 
that fall, & advised their remaining until spring, by which time 
probably the Question of War or peace would be setled. Even Gen! 
Putnam & the Directors of the Ohio C°, Who gave away the Land to 
have it setled, thought it riskey & imprudent, & strongly remonstrated 
against venturing out at that time. 
But the Young men were impatient — Confident in 
their own prudance & ability to protect themselves, & sanguine in a 
hope of sucsess. They Went. 


215 James Owen; either James Owen, husband of Mary Owen (first woman 
to come to the colony), who came to Marietta, 1788 and died, 1789; or James 
Owen, native of Rhode Island and settler in Adams Twp. 

216 Fither James Flagg, 1779-1854; to Marietta, circa 1790; soldier, War of 
1812; lived at Cornerville; or Gershom Flagg, migrated to Marietta, 1789. 
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They put up a learge Blockhouse which might 
accomodate the Whole on an immergancy, Covered it, & laid punchen 


floors & stairs, &c. The House was laid up of learge Beech Logs & 


rather Open, & it was not Chinked — this Job was left for a rainy 
day or some more Convenient season. Here was their ‘first greate 
Error, here their building of Babel stop’d and the generel interest was 
lost in that of 

(115) | 
of the convenience of each individual, & with this, all was lost. 
The second greate Error was: they kept No Century. The Indians 
had got an Indian Lad about eighteen Years Old, who was born & 
brot up in Road Island (his Name I forget); he had been inticed by 
the Ohio Indians without the settlement, & then restrained from 
coming back. They took him to sanduskey**’ & round in their hunting 
parties, & came on to the Muskingum about Christmast. They came 
down within about twenty miles of Big Bottom & struck a Camp for 
hunting. This Lad had been implyed to keep Camp & do Choors, but 
was sildom left alone. They told him he must stay & Keep Camp a 
day or two, that they were going to look for better hunting ground, 
but still wished to Keep their present Camp until they Could find 
a Better. The Indians proceeded down the Westerly side of the 
Muskingum, opposite the Blockhouse, where there was a high hill 
near the River, from which 


(116) 

they could view as much of the Bottom as was not obstructed by 
trees, see how every Man was imployed & what was transacting 
about the Blockhouse. 

As was observed, the general business of Fortification 
& security had been suspended; stopping the Cracks between the 
Logs of the House & picketing & a sentry had been neglected. No 
system of defence & disipline was introduced — their Guns were 
laying in different places without order about the house. About 
twenty Men incamp® in the Block house & each Individual & Mess 
Cooked for themselves. One end of the Blockhouse was apprpriated 
for a fire place, & when the day Closed in all Came in, built a learge 
fire & Commenced Cooking & eating their supper. 


217 Fort Sandusky, of the Sandusky River, at the northern end of the Scioto 
Indian Trail. 
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The Indians from the opposite hill had watched their 
Motions — the Ground was froze, the River was froze Over strong & 
covered with snow. When it began to grow dusk, the Indianls!] 
- slipped across the 

(117) 
the River, surrounded the Blockhouse, & each had a deliberate ame at 
the inmates through the Door & cracks between the Logs. Part of the 
Indians rushed in at the Door, other kept up the fire from without & 
secured those who attempted to escape. Those who were not crippled 
the first fire endeavored to escape by getting into the Chamber, & 
severel got through the Roof & jumped down, but were all Killed or 
taken. Two M' Bullards?!® had a small Camp back in the Bottom 
which probably had escaped the Notice of the Indians, Who, on 
hearing the Guns at the Blockhouse, made their escape & got in to 
Waterford & gave the alarm. The Indians took up the Puncheon 
floor & built a fire & attempted to burn the slain & the house; but, as 
the wood had been recently cut & was all green, the fire subsided, 
burning some so as to disfigure them, others partially. The arm of a 
M:* William James?!® was found clinching a piece of Indian Bread 
in his right hand, which probably he was eating at the time he was 
Shot. 
(118) 

M' James was the leargest & supposed much the strongest Man in 
the County — six feet & three or four inches high & very strong 
built, two or three sises learger than his Brother, John James, of 
Pike County, whowm You know, & his sister, M's Bennet Cook. But 
Physical power is lost where prudance & 220 are Neglected. 

These men no doubt had the Power to defend them 
—selves against the Indians, but they had no Revolutionary Officer 
to plan & direct their defence. Had they spent a few days in 
picketting in their Blockhouse, & chink* well between the Logs, & 
Kept One sentry which would have Cost but one day in twenty, the 
Indians would never have attacked them. They had no stock or 
other plunder to induce an actact — nothing but dry fighting Could 
have been expected, of which the Indians have no relish, except on 


218 Asa and Eleazer Bullard; Asa a soldier of the Rev. War; both migrated 
to Marietta, 1789; in 1790, lived in a cabin about 20 rods from the stockade 
at Big Bottom. 

219 Capt. William James, soldier, Rev. War; to Belpre, 1790; owner of 
Vienna and Neil’s (Neal’s) islands in Ohio River. 

220 This word is not clear, possibly “defense.” 
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the most advantageous terms. The Rhoad Island Indian Boy, 
suspecting they were on the Muskingum, made his escape, & after a 
day or two got in, very much alaramed, & in continual fear lest the 
Indians should get him again, imbraced the first Opportunity & 
returned to Rhoad Island. 

(119) 

The distruction of Big Bottom was the signal for all 
the settlements to move into Garrisons & fortify themselves against 
the Indians. The settlement at Wolf Creek Mills was the most of an 
out Post — Col? Rob! Oliver, Major H. White & Cap' John Dodge & 
a few more families resided there. This being the only Mill in the 
County, & resorted to from all the settlements for Bread, it was given 
up with reluctance; but as No pecuniary inducement offered to 
induce people to stay, they obliged to abandon it. Col® Oliver & 
Capt Dodge went to Marietta & the rest to Waterford Garrison, of © 
which I know verry little. 


Wolf Creek Mill was built in the summer & fall of 
1789 By Col? Robt Oliver, Major Haffield White & Cap‘ John Dodge, 
all from Massachusetts; the Mechinery by two Brothers by the Name 
of Potts,*** from Pensy™, & who afterwards built a Mill on Mill Creek 
a little above M" M° Farlings, which was nearly compleated when 
burnt by the Indians in the spring of 1791. 


(120) 

In January, 1790, the Comp” were taking their Mill 
Stones up in a small Keel Boat; through carelessness of the hands, 
the water rose in the Night & took the Boat off, which was taken 
up by Cap‘ Stone next Morning at Bellprie. It was followed by © 
Major White, being on a Visit to Belprie. I assisted Major White up 
to Marietta with his Boat & Mill Stones. In march following, in 
Company with a number of Neighbours from Marietta, I went to 
Wolf Creek Mill, which had been in opperation a few days. We had a 
learge Pereogue & sixty bushels of, principally, Corn. We landed 
within half a Mile of the Mill at ten O Clock, a four Ox team took 
our grain to the Mill & returned the meal, & we had all Ground & 
started for Marietta alt] two & arrilvled at Marietta before sun 


Letters in the Marietta College Library manuscript collection indicate 
that the Potts Brothers are probably Alexander and Robert Potts, of Pottsville, 
Pa. They were millwrights who began construction of a mill on Duck Creek 
and probably Mill Creek, but were raided by Indians before being completed. 
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| =down. I saw a Bushel of Corn Ground at that Mill in two minutes 
| by a Watch. As there was no one living at the Mill during the Indian 
| war,” the People sat a day for grinding, & every one went with his 
_ Grist & his Gun, & kept Guard While the Mill was Grinding. 


(121) 

In Marietta, Campus Martius was sufficently strong 
to offer security to the Inhabitents in that Quarter, but the Point had 
No Blockhouse or picketts for defence. Arrangements were immedi 
=ately adopted for erecting a Fortified Inclosure which would 
include a learge portion of the Inhabitents. A learge Blockhouse with 
a sentry Box was erected on front street, near C. Humphries house 
where M' Lewis now lives,?22 thence a line of Pickets extended 
Westerly by Judge Cottons?*‘ to the Bank of the Muskingum, where 
there was a small Blockhouse with a sentry Box on top, which was 
accupied by some families. Thence from the centre Blockhouse (the 
lolwler Story of which occupied by the Guard & the upper story 
accomodated two families & a learge Centry Box on the Top, guarded 
with bulwarks, to protect the Centry,) a line of Picketts extended 
southerly on a line diverging east from the east line of Front street 
so as to include the Old Red Buel House, where M' Holdens store 
now is, to the Bank 

(122) 
[of] the Ohio River where a small Blockhouse with a sentry Box, 
occupied by some families, near which, on Ohio street, a strong Gate 
was erected sufficient to pass Teams, and another of the same size 
near the Bank of the Muskingum, which were all the Gates which 
led into the Garrison. A four pound Cannon was placed on the Ohio 
& a four Inch 225 at the Centre Blockhouse. These pieces were 
fitted with Catrages filled with cut pieces of Iron & ounce lead Balls. 
This Garrison was Guarded by three Centuries, one on the Centre 
Blockhouse, N° 2, by day, & one on each Blockhouse by night. The 
inlisted Men kept one Century day & night on the Centre Blockhouse, 


222 “During the indian war” has been inserted in another handwriting. 

223 John Lewis was the builder and owner of the old Mansion House hotel 
which was situated on the corner of Post and Ohio Streets. 

224 Dr. John Cotton, 1792-1847; born Plymouth, Mass.; medical degree, 1814; 
medical practice, Andover, Mass., 1814-1815; to Marietta, 1815; Ohio legis., 
1824-1825; judge of the Court of Common Pleas, Wash. Co., Ohio, 1825-1847; 
trustee, Marietta Collegiate Inst., 1832-1835; trustee, Marietta College, 1835- 
1838. 

228 Not decipherable; probably the name of a type of artillery. 
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N° 4,7°° the Other was taken by rotene from the Inhabitents. Alaram 
Posts were assigned for all the Inhabitents within, to which they 
were to repair in case of an attack or alaram. These alarm posts were, 
first, the Blockhouses; next, such of the dwelling Houses as were best 
fortifyed or made so against an attack by the Indians. The firing of 
a Cannon was to be the signal for each one 
(123) 

to repair immediately to his alarum Post, with his Arms ready for 
defence. The Cannon were fired in the day time, when news of 
Indians in the neighbourhood or of the discovery of Indian signs in 
the vicinity, to put all persons out of the Garrisons on their Guard. 

We had severel alarams of this Kind, but nothing like 
a serious attack. In the spring of 1791, a party of 20 or 30 Indians 
were in & hanging loosely upon the skirts of the settlements, at 
Waterford, then at Marietta, then Bellprie. On a very rainey, dark 
night, the Centinal from the Bastion of Campus Martius saw, by the 
help of a Flash of lightning, an Indian skulking almost under him. 
The Cannon was fired, answered at the Point, but nothing further 
was seen of the Indians, but plenty of their tracks in the Morning. 

Some short time after, Capt Joseph Rogers, from 
Pensylva*, and one of the spies, was killed & scalped on the hill, in 
the Indian path leading from Mill Creek to Campus Martius. 

(124) 

Edward Henderson, from Massachusetts, another Spy who [was] 
with Rogers, altho a number of balls passed through his Cloaths made 
his excape, was followed by the Indians; but being an Athletic Man 
he out run them, and taking a circuitous rout over Duck Creek came 
in on the Ohio, & about twelve O clock made the Gate on Ohio 
street. He was immediately recognized by the Century, Col° Sproat 
was Called, the Cannon was fired & answered at Campus Martius & 
Fort Harmar. The story ran through the Garrison; & from the 
simple statement that Capt Rogers was Killed & Henderson had been 
Chased, it rose to that the Indians had chased him into the Garrison 
& were at the Gate making the Atack. All was consternation, but 
every One made immediately for his alaram Post. Some little circum 
—=stances served to mark the propensity of different Individuals: 


26 ‘These numbers refer to the drawing for Hildreth’s Pioneer History, opp. 


peeaan 
227 William Moulton, 


-1831; soldier, Rev. War; one of the original 48 
settlers. 
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The first person for Admittance at the Central 

Blockhouse Was Col? E. Sproat with a Box of papers, 

(125) 

then came some Young Men with their Arms, then a Woman with 
her Bed & Children, then came old M*t William Moulton,?27 from 
Nubury Port,*** aged 70, with his leather Apron full of Old Gold 
=smiths tools and tobacco. His daughter, Anna, brot the China 
Teapot, Cups & sausers. Lydia brot the Greate Bible, but when all 
were in Mother was missing. Where was mother. She must be kill¢. 
No, says Lydia, Mother said she would not leave a house looking so, 
she would put things a little to rights, & then she would come. 
Directly mother Came, bringing the Looking Glass, knives, forks & 
spoons, &c. 

Soon messingers were exchanged with Campus Martius 
& no appearence of hostilities were discovered. All returned to their 
homes in the Morning & a party from the Point & Campus Martius 
Went out, about 10 O Clock, & brot in Cap' Rogers & buried him in 
second street, on the East side, a little North of the learge Brick House 
built by Mt Waldo Putnam the last Year. 

(126) 

In the spring of 1792 a party of United States Troops 
were stationed at the point, Commanded by Lieut Tillinghast??? from 
Rhoad Island, Who erected the Blockhouse which, after the War, 
was occupied by the County as a Courthouse & Jail. It was built by 
the United States Troops, superintended by a Carpenter from the 
Citizens, paid by the U. S. It was built of Hewed Logs eight Inches 
thick, the lolwler story twenty six feet outside, with a suitable pro 
—=Jection in the upper, & a well guarded sentry Box on the Top — 
well Chinked, good punchin floors, & Bullet proof Door, &c. This 
house was sat in the line of Picketts, partly in, & on the east side of 
Front street not far from where M' Bucks?*° House now stands. 

This house was occupied by the U. S. Troops who kept 
a sentry & assisted in guarding the Garrison until ordered down the 
River with Genl Wayne.?*1 


228 Newburyport, Essex Co., Mass. 

229 Lieut. Tillinghast; no information. 
. 730 Mr. Bucks; no information. In the manuscript, “Harts” is crossed out 
and “Bucks” inserted. 

231 Gen. Anthony Wayne, 1745-1796; native of Chester Co., Pa.; soldier, Rev. 
War; maj.-gen. in command of U. S. troops in the Indian War, 1792-1795; de- 
feated Indians, Fort Recovery, June, 1794 and Fallen Timbers, Aug. 20, 1794, 
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After the defeat of Gen! St Clair, Capt Jn° Haskel was 
‘ordered to Marietta, who took possession of the point & 

(127) 

and put the Garrison under Military Goverment. The Gates were 
Closed at sundown & sentrys sat on the adjacent Blockhouses, which 
prevented any passing until sunrise next morning; this produced 
some confliction between the Military & the Citizens — a number 
of families who had houses, stock, &c, outside the Garrison, resided 
out by day & returned in by Night. This made it dificult to Conform 
to the strict polcies of the Garrison, as the Citizen had to provide his 
own rations while the soldiers were fed by the public. Many 
necessary circumstances prevented the Citizen from so arranging 
his business as to be in Garrison before sunset. Severl Families 
moved out into houses in the vicinity of the Garrison, & staid out at 
the risk of the Indians. A considerable of Land was Cultivated about 
the Court House & round by Mr Slocums,”*? & out on Hart Street. 
People who were out here & about Campus Martius were not 
disturbed by the Indians, & staid out until peace. 


(128) 
About the time Gen! Harmer was sent out, M' Mathew Kerr,*** a 
native of Ireland, had located himself & family immediately above 
the Mouth of Duck Creek. He had three Sons — Hamilton, George*™* 
& Mathew, all expert Woodsman, & a son in law, Peter Niswanger. 
Their principle occupation was hunting; Hamilton hunted to supply 
Gen! Harmers Garrison. They had Cleared and Cultiveated a small 
field which supplied vegitables for the family & feed for their stock. 
On the taking of Big Bottom, they all moved into the Garrison but 
left their Cows, horses & Hoggs, Corn & vigatables above the Creek, 
where they went dayley in a Canoo & fed their stock & brot away 
such vegitables as were wanted. Late in the spring of 1791, the Old 
Gentleman got in his Canoo & went up and fastned in the Mouth 
of the Creek, & after taking care of his stock he returned to his 
Canoo with some potatioes, had got into his Canoo with his Gun & 


thus breaking the Indian power in N. W. Terr.; concluded the war by the 
Treaty of Greenville, Aug. 10, 1795. 

232 Benjamin Slocomb, migrated to Marietta, 1789; teacher, through Indian 
War, in stockade at mouth of Muskingum River. 

233 Matthew Kerr, -1791; native of Scotland; father of Hamilton Kerr; 
migrated to Pa., removed to Virginia; took up land on island in Ohio River, 
now known as Kerr’s Island; slain by Indians, June 17, 1791. 

234 George Kerr, son of Matthew Kerr. 
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pushed off when the Indians, who were secreted on the Bank, shot 
three or four balls through him, run down, Caught the Canoo & 
took his scalp & Gun, shoved off the Canoo & fled. 

(129) 
A party immediately pursued but did not overtake them. The Canoo 
floated down the River & was taken up a little above the Garrison. 
The People standing on Ohio street heard the report of their Guns, 
saw them run down the Bank & take his scalp, & heard their Yel of 
Victory. : 
Not long after, some of the Young Men went up to 
look after their stock & found that the Indians had been there that 
morning, kill? a learge Hogg & taken a part, with some potatoes, 
turnips & Cabages, & had gone. They Came immediately back. A 
party was soon assembled from Campus Martius & the Point. Those 
who attended Public preaching were required by Law to Carry their 
Arms — it was about the middle of the forenoon Service — the 
Young men jump‘ to their Arms, left the Meeting & were immedi 
—=ately in persuit of the Indians. They followed them from the 
mouth of Duck Creek a few miles up the Little Muskingum, when 
they saw a smoke arise up a run where the Indians had built a fire 
& com 

(130) 
& commenced cooking, having their Camp Kettles over the fire, 
filled with Pork, potatoes, turnips, & — & they in high spirits 
injoying the prospect of a good breakfast. 

M* Edward Henderson headed the party. He took a 
number of Men & proceeded up the run under cover, with a view to 
flank or get beyong the Camp; but the concert of action was not such 
as to command sucsess. When the first party got within Gun shot, 
Henderson fired & wounded an Indian Mortally, but not so as to 
prevent his running a fourth of A Mile. The Indians, seven in N°, 
sprang to their Arms & were out of sight in an instant; the rest of 
the party fired promiscously while the Indians were in motion, 
probably wounded one badly, as he threw away his Blanket, but was 
assisted by the Others & got over the hill & out of sight. The one first 
shot was assisted & exerted himself to near the top of the hill, where 
they left him with his Gun loaded, that he might have his revenge, 
but he was too far exhausted 

(131) 
to use it to effect. 
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They got One Indian, his Arms, two Blankets, the 
Camp Kettles & their dinner, & some other small things (which were 
sold at auction for the benifit of the party), & returned without 
injury. 

In the summer of 1791 a Cow belonging to Esq‘ 
Russell?*° Came in to Campus Martius with an arrow sticking in her 
side — the Arrow, hickory, with a triangular piece of Tin fastened 
in the end. A scout was immediately raised consisting of twenty 
Citizens led by Hamilton Kerr & twenty two United States troops 
who were stationed at Fort Harmer. Commanded by a Lieutenant, 
this party proceeded directly to Shepard Mill (Now Robinsons). 
Another of twelve was ordered up the Muskingum to acertain if the 
Indians had drove off the Cattle; we found the Cattle along by & 
above Esqr Putnams & the trail of twenty or thirty Indians, fresh 
made, going up. They crossed Mill Creek & 

(132) 
Kept up to the mouth of second Creek, turned short round under the 
hill, loer side of second Creek, & went up &, as was after wards 
accertained, went direcly over the hill to the afforesaid Mill, where 
they met the party of Forty from Campus Martius. Sproat & Shepard 
had Built a Log Cabbin near wheare Robinsons house now stands, & 
cleared the Land about seventy Yards towards Marietta. As Kerr & 
his party arrived at the edge of the Clearing, within 70 Yards of the 
House, they saw the Indians Coming up through the weeds which 
were high round the loer corner of the House. As they come up, one 
after another, eight or ten, they kept their eyes stedy examining the 
house without noticing the Party who stood directly facing them. The 
party could gain nothing by moving, & stood waiting for Orders until 
M Kerr fired & shot an Indian through the Heart. The Indians dropd 
instantly down into the weeds & were out of sight & soon down under 
the Bank of the Creek. George Kerr fired about 
(133) 

about the same time; but one Indian was killed — a promiscious fire 
insued from the Rifles & musketts when there was nothing to be seen. 
The wounded Indian drop’ his Bow & Arrows & jump* down the 
Bank & ran through the high Weeds ten or twelve rods, before he fell 
dead. The Indians ran across Duck Creek & over towards Esq’ 


235 Squire John Russell, 1764-1829; from Conn.; to Marietta, 1789; one of 
early settlers of Wiseman’s Bottom. 
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Hobbies;?** the Whites did not think proper to follow them, & came 
in without the Indian Kerr had Kille’, but in the afternoon they 
augmented their strength, procured a Horse, & returned & brot in 
the Indian, Whole. The party who scouted up the Muskingum as far 
as Barkers ford,?*? thoughIt] it imprudent to return by the River & 
took back over the hills, over Tuppers Creek, Middle Creek, & Mull 
Creek, & fel in with the party going out for the Indian about where 
Sampson Coles House?** now stands on the top of the hill on the 
Road to Duck Creek — & went out with them & all came in together. 
(134) 

In the spring of 1792 M* Robt Wharf,”*® a Citizen 
residing in Fort Harmer, was shot while Chopping on a Log below 
the Garrison, near where M'‘ Fearing house?*® stands, & scalped by 
the Indians, who made their escape without being detected until 
their mischief was compleated. 

In July, the late Govenor R. Jn° Meigs was returning 
from an eight Acre Lot which he cultivated a little below the 
Garrison, on the loer point, with his hired Man & a mulatto Boy 
about twelve Years old. While walking up on the westerly side of 
the River to cross back to Campus Martius where his family resided, 
when about half way up, they were fired upon by two or three 
Indians who lay concealed near their path. The Man, Joseph Simons, 
*#. was shot through the left shoulder, who instantly Jumped down 
the Bank & swam the River; an Indian persued him to the River, but 
did not think it prudent to follow him in deep water. While this was 
transacting, the Boy got [to] the path & ran for 

(135) 
for Campus martius. He had got up to opposite the upper end of the 
Cornfield, on the eastern Bank below Washington street. He ran ~ 


236 Squire Hobby; no information. 

237 The first home of Joseph Barker was at the edge of the Donation Tract, 
near the Muskingum River, about six miles from Marietta. The ford was here. 
Barker’s lot was No. 1 of the Wiseman’s Bottom allotment. 

88 Sampson Cole, 1784--____; born Providence, R. I.; to New York, 1787; to 
Dunham Twp., Wash. Co., Ohio, 1803; engaged for some years in the salt 
Sea gt the Kanawha Valley; deputy sheriff, Wash. Co.; removed to Marietta 

wp., 1829. 

39 Robert Warth, brother to John Warth, spy; resident of Fort Harmar; 
shot and killed by Indians when only 300 yards from garrison, May 10, 1794; 
said to be the last victim of Indians near Marietta. 

240 Paul Fearing house, Harmar. 


241 Joseph Simons, holder of lot in Donation Tract on Cat Creek; wounded, 
Indian War, 1792. 
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down the Bank into the River to get across (the water being shoal on 
_ the sand bar) to where it was about two feet deep, when the Indian 
_ overtook, Tomihawk‘4, & scalpe4 him. There were men on the eastern 
_ Bank, but no Guns at the time. When he had got the scalp, he swong 
it over his head, gave the shout of Victory & ran up the Bank; but 
_ Men had ran down & severel Guns were fired at him before he got 


' into bushes, but without effect. 


It is now time to return to Meigs, left with the Other 


_ Indian. When the Indian saw Meigs made no use of his Gun, he 
; rightly suspected it was not loaded, threw down his own Gun, & 
- advanced upon Meigs with his Tomohawk & knife. Meigs, knowing 
_ the other Indian must be near, threw his Gun away & took to his 
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heels. When within 

(136) 
fifteen or twenty steps, Meigs recognized this Indan to be the same 
who two years before had escorted him in from Detroit, & said, “Is 
that You Charley.” The Indian threw his Tomahawk & pursued him 
down to near the steem Mill. Meigs having gained a good distance 
in the race, Charle turned & ran back until he Joined the other 
Indian, where their trail was followed up the hill opposite Campus 
Martius — by this time the Banks were strung with armed Men but 
the Birds were flown. 

(137) 

Campus Martius was laid out & the Corner Blockhouses 
were built by the Ohio Comp’. The lines intermediate between 
Blockhouses were built by Individuals, except some short lines of 
pikets. The Gates, the outside line of projecting picketts, the Abettes 
& other defences had been done by the soldiers & Inhabitents in 
Company, in March, 1791. In consequence of a learge number of 
Indian Moccason tracts arround some learge Trees on the top of the 
Hill opposite Campus Martius, on the west side of the River, A 
consultation was held by our White Chiefts, who came to the Con 
—clusion that there must be a learge party of Indians incamped in 
the Neighbourhood, who probably had, or would have, some Brittish 
with a small Field piece who would throw Rocketts from that hill & 
burn Campus Martius. All hands were set to work, soldiers & 
Citizens, to cover the roofs with mud to prevent the fire. They split 
White Oak lath one Inch square & ten or twelve feet long, & nailed 
them within one foot of each other over all the roofs, & then carried 
up Mud and covered all the Roofs about one Inch thick. Had the 


page seventy-nine 


covering been good Clay it would have lasted some time, but as it 

was only common earth the first heavy rain washed the whole Off; 

But the Brittish never came & the Garrison excaped being Burnt. 
(138) 

On Gen! Harmers being ordered to Cincinati, about the 
first of September, 1790, the Secretary at War, Gen! Knox, directed 
Col? Sproat to take Charge of the Public Property left at Fort Harmer. 
He inlisted, for one Month into the United States service, One 
Sergeant, one Corporal & twelve privates to guard & preserve the 
Public property in & about Fort Harmer. In order to induce these 
Men to inlist, the Ohio Company advanced their wages, in addition 
to the pay of a United States soldier, to eight dollars pt Month, paid 
out of Green & Meigs store,?** & when the Men were discharged they 
gave Col° Sprlolat a pouer to draw their wages from the Pay master 
Genl which was sent on by Charles Green & brot out in Goods. This 
furnished a remittance to the Merchant and a footing to his store 
Bill. Half of this gard were stationed at Fort Harmer & the Other at 
Campus Martius. This was the first inlistment of Men for the Indian 
War. About two months after, A full Company was 

(139) 
Was enlisted, Oficers & Men, with three surgeons mates. These were 
distributed between Campus Martius, the Point, Belprie & Waterford. 
The Officers & surgeons mates drew the same pay & rations from the 
United States as those of the same grade in their service, & the men 
the same as United States scldiers, made up by the Ohio Comp’ to 
eight dollars p' month. M' Fearing was appointed Commosary & 
supplied rations on a Commutation to those who Chose; these enlist 
—=ments were renewed every three Months the first Year, to 
introduce a rotene in the Officers & men; after the first Year, the 
Ohio C° Stopt their addition to the pay of the Soldier, & they only 
received pay as United States troops — & altho the pay & rations of 
the Soldier was not more than five dols p" Month, Yet there was a 
competition among the Citizens for the berth, the means of gitting 
Money in any other way being extreamly difficult. The 

(140) 
the Officers & surgeons mates continued to receive United States pay. 
The spies, 6 six in number: Henderson & Kerr at Marietta, M°Goffee 


42 Greene & Meigs store was the second store established in Marietta. Owned 
by Charles Green(e), the building was situated on Ohio St. below Post St. 


page eighty 


_ & others at Waterford, Oaks & Delano alt] Bellprie, & 


| some occasional changes, received one Dollar & rations p™ day. These 


different sums constituted by far the greatest part of the circulating 


' medium until the fall of 1792, when there was a demand for all the 
- Corn that Could be spared to supply the Commissarys department at 


Fort Washington, Cincinati, preparitory to Waynes march against 


the Indians. At forty cents p™ bushel dl**** on the Bank, in the fall of 


‘| 1793, learge Quantities for the Am! of settlement were exported to 


Se 


~ Cincinati. As th people work? in learge parties, & kep‘ a sentinel, & 
had escaped an attack, they felt themselves tolorably secure from 
- surprize, & almost every Man had more or less of a Cornfield for 

which he could get any kind of goods on Credit, or money by waiting 
| til the return of the delivery of the Corn. 


(141) 


_ The proprietors of Land near the Garrisons encouraged every person 


to clear wholey or partially, & cultivate as much Land as they had 
means to accomplish. In this way every one found means of obtain 
—ing the few things absolutely necessary, & by 1793 the travel up 


- & down the River added to the emigration into the settlement, 


furnished a ready market & demand for all the surplus produce that 
Could be spared from home consumtion. In the spring of 1793 Col?® 
Alexander Oliver prepared four or five Acres of Land on the bank of 
the River at Belprie. He planted the 17 day of June, & in November 
I saw to the measure of seventy five Bushels of Corn from the Acre, 
delivered into a Boat belonging to M’ Charles Green, to take to 
Cincinati. 

Belprie was the most thriving settlement; of the num 
—ber of setlers there was a greater proportion of Revolutionary 
Officers, whose Military education, mature Judgement, Interprize, 
Industry & perseverence gave them 

(142) 

a decided supriority & certainty of success over their less fortunate 
cotemporaries. They were born & educated in a land*** where 
knoledge, prudance & Industry were exalted to the height of the 
Cardinal Vertues; these were the Elements which formed a reputable 
Yankoo Charactor, & of which it was disreputable to be without. 

Belprie was surveyed and the setllement commenced, 
& severel small fields ware planted in the spring of 1789. In June, 


243 “Dd” probably “delivered.” 
244 In the manuscript, the sentence had read, “born & educated in New 


England,” but was changed to read, “in a land.” 
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Cap' King**® was Killed & scalp* by the Indians; he was shot while 
chopping on a Log. In the Middle settlement, considerable improve 
—ment was made in clearing & erecting Houses in the summer & 
fall, and in the winter & spring of 1790 most of the setlers got down 
on to their Lots, & by the tenth of June had a small Corn field planted 
on the front of almost every Lot. They adopted the plan of running 
a straight fence, parrelel with the River, carrying the path for 
traveling back of their Cornfields, & fencing on the River road the 
next winter. 
(143) 

As the future wants of the setlers must be supplied from the present 
Crop, every exertion was made by each to get into the Ground as 
great a Quantity & Variety as possible, amidst the wants & privations 
of the very necessaries of life, & as their Cornfields all bordered on 
the River, they shew a Continued Cornfield for Miles, except at some 
intervals where there was no setlers. Being at Marietta & wishing to 
get home, Major Goodale step‘ into [a] flat Bottomed Boat with an 
Old Virginian who was bound to Kentuckey, floated down, & as he 
lived at the loer part of Belprie, he shew the Virginian the Continued 
Cornfield as they passed allong, & told him the Quantity of labour 
which had been done in a few months. Well, said the Virginian, I 
know one thing — You must have been G-- D--- poor or you would 
not have work so hard. When that crop was matured, plenty Com 
menced, & want has never look4 Industry in the face since. 

The rough Journey over the Mountains & the weare & 
tare incident to a new 

(144) 

settlement, the Old Cloaths were gitting threadbare. Col° Ebenezer 
Battell from Boston & Capt William Dana from N. Hampshire, in the 
spring of 1790, solwled Flax, pulled it in the blossom in June, water 
rotted it in swamp near the Bank, dress‘, had it spun & wove by 
William Dana of Newport, & made up into shirts & trowsers & worn 
on the fourth of July at a meeting for the Celebration. 

On the commencement of the Indian War in J anuary, 
1791, all the setlers in Bellprie Built & went into one learge Garrison 
Called Farmers Castle, but found it very difficult to move their Stock 
& feed for them to the vicinity of the Garrison. Those living nigh, 


49 Capt. Zebulon King, native of R. L; soldier, Rev. War, 1777-1783; to 
Belpre, 1789; slain by Indians, May 1, 1789. 
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left all and went & fed them occasionally; those from a distance had 
to hawl their feed & make the best shift they could til summer. 

| When they had got their families into Garrison, all 
who owned formed themselves into a Company for the mutuel 
insurance of each others stock. They appraised each others stock & 
each man became Obligated to contribute to any loss of stock by the 
Indians in proportion to the 

(145) 

the value of his Own. A number of Cattle were Killed in the spring 
— Mr Leavins?** had two Cows Killed, Capt Benjamin Miles, from 


~ Rutland in Massachusetts, drove on in his Team, a Yoak of extra 


—ordinary Oxon as to size & Value. They were a Compleat match 
— Red, fifteen hands high, girting eight feet, & equelly good for 
work. As the stock was all thin in the spring, the killing was sheer 
wantonness, as they made use of No part of what they distroyed. 
These Cattle were dress‘ & a part brot to Marietta with a view to 
supply the troops, but in consequence of its lying in the Blood some 
time & being so very lean, that the soldiers would not eat it; but the 
insurance was immediately paid by the Other stock holders. As the 
Indians had not wantonly distroyed the stock on the south side of the 
Ohio, the setlers on this side practiced turning their stock across onto 
the Islands & onto the main, where they remained secure until fall. 


(146) 

In the Garrison Guards were strictly Kept by day & night. They 
were a part Men inlisted in the service of the United States, & partly 
drawn out by rotine from the Inhabitents; they were commanded by 
an Officer in the pay of the U. S., whose duty it was to provide 
the centinals & see that they were regularly & strictly kept up. These 
Were selected from the more experienced Officers of the Revolution, 
what was called the Senior Class — these served in rotation as 
Officers of the day, & while on duty had command of the whole. They 
made it their business to see that the picketts, gates, houses, & every 
part of the Garrison was kept in repair, to see that the Wood & every 
other Combustible was so arranged as to be safe against fire, to see 
that the stock & fodder, pens, &c, were not brot so near as to make a 
cover for the enemy, & to see that not too many left the Garrison at 
one time & those without arms, to receive the report of the spies, & 
send, & receive & send dispatches as was found necessary. 


246 John Leavens, migrated to Belpre, 1789; twice narrowly escaped from 
Indians; teacher, Muskingum Acad., 1804. 
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When spring returned each individual must 
(147) 
must produce something to support his family. This could only be 
done by working in parties learge enough to Keep sentries to secure 
those at work, while the spies were looking out for the whole by 
making learge circuits arround the settlements, by which it was 
difficult for the Indians to Come in without leaving a trail or some 
sign, & there were very few instances during the War that the 
Indians were not discovered by their sign, & the news circulated 
through all the settlements before he made an attempt at mischief. 

It is surprising what a small circumstance will catch 
the eye of an experienced Woodsman — a leaf has been moved, a 
twig broken, or a spear of Grass bent, which will lead to a minute 
investigation & discovery. 

As the setlers who moved in from a distance found it 
very inconvenient & expensive in time to carry on their land & 
maintain their families, they began to conclude that they could move 
back & fortify & protect themselves. 

(148) 
Those from below built a Garrison at the loer point of the Island on 
Major Goodales farm, & those from above built one a little below 
the mouth of Little Kenhaway on Land of Cap' Jonathan Stone, & 
Called upper settlement Garrison, of which Cap! Stone, Capt William 
Dana, M‘ Wanton Casey,** & Col® Silal Bent”** were principle Land 
= holders. 
[Here is included a line drawing in pen and ink of 
the Garrison of the upper settlement at Belpre; see 
illustration opposite p. 40?] 
(149) 
Major Nathan Goodale was proprietor of the Land at the loer 
Garrison, & was considered one of the most industrious, persevering, 
& well bred farmers in the County. He had been an Officer through 
the Revolution, & moved to this County from Brookfield, Massachu 
—=setts. Previous to his starting to this Country he selected the Best 
Bull & three of the best Cows he could procure, he broke them to 


247 Wanton Casey, resident Belpre community; overseer of the poor; married 
vant bared daughter of Maj. Nathan Goodale; after Indian War returned 
TOUR iL. 

48 Judge Silas Bent, 1768-1827; born in Mass.; oldest son of Col. Daniel 
Bent of Belpre; to Marietta, 1788; later to Va.; to St. Louis, 1804; first judge, 
Court of Common Pleas, 1807; supreme judge Terr. of Mo., 1813-1821. 
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work together in the Yoak, & drawed on to this Country a Waggon, 
with part of his family. The breed of that stock was disls]eminated 
through this County & is still held in high estimation at this day — 
in fact they have been considered the best Milchers which has been 
introduced into this County. 

In the spring (I believe march) of 1792, Major Goodale 
was clearing & preparing some ground for planting, some twenty or 
thirty rods back of the Garrison, within Gun shot. With his team he 
was moving some timber for Clearing an[d] fencing near the edge 
of uncleared land; he had been there but a short time when the 
Oxon were observed standing still but he was not to be 


(150) . 
seen. After some little time & the team remaining still, anxiety was 
felt for his safety. Examination was made but he was not to be 
found. Mocason tracts were discovered, which led to the conclusion 
that he had been taken by the Indians, but no certain information has 
been obtained of the manner of his capture, the direction he was 
taken, or the event of his fate. 

At the Treaty of 1794,49 some information was 
obtained relative to every prisnor Captured by the Indians along 
the River, & who were taken as far: back as the Indian Towns — 
hence it is probable that somewhere in the intermediate distance, 
either from cool, deliberate barbarity or in some struggle to regain his 
liberty, he fell, ether by the Rifle, the Tomyhak or the Knife. His 
loss made a vacancy hardly to be filled — his memory is still fresh & 
Green in that of his Cotemporary pioneers, & still Cherished with 
respect & affection by their decendents. His name is not lost: a son & 
a daughter still survive, Mrs. James Kilbourn of Worthington, & 
Doct Lincoln 

: (151) 
Doct Lincoln Goodale*®’ of Columbus, one of the Welthiest & most 
reputable Men in Ohio. 

The Upper settlement of Belprie sucseeded in Fortify 
=ing & protecting themselves against the Indians, & were fortunate 


249 The Treaty of 1794 is believed to be the truce that followed the defeat of 
the Indians in 1794. The Indians, led by the Wyandot tribe, went to Gen. 
Wayne to learn the terms of peace. Wayne confirmed the Fort Harmar Treaty, 
and the crestfallen Indians went to Greenville for negotiations which began 
June 16, 1795 and ended with the Treaty on Aug. 10. 

290 Dr. Lincoln Goodale, 1782-1868; son of Maj. Nathan Goodale; a leading 
physician and surgeon of Columbus, Ohio. 


page eighty-six 


in the safety of their Persons & property while they adhered to the 
rules which had been adopted & practiced for their safety. But in 
March, 1793, one of the setlers, a M' Jonas Davis®*+ from Massachu 
=setts, found a sciff loged upon the Ice at the Mouth of Crololked 
Creek, three Miles above the Garrison, &, as Nails were a very scarce 
& dear Article, he proceeded to take it to pieces for the Nails. As he 
was at work at the Waters edge, two Indians & a Negro shot him 
from the top of the Bank, one with a learge bored Musket, scalped 
him & took his Cloaths & tools, & were not detected until he was 
found, but related all the Circumstances at Waynes Treaty. 

Early in the Year 1794, a party of about twenty 
Indians had made a learge bark Canoo 

, (152) 
about fifteen miles down the Ohio, in which they crossed over to the 
Virginia side, sunk their Canoo under water beneath some Willows, 
& sat out to hunt for prey between the River & Clarksburg, taking 
Little Kenhaway in their rout. They found a family by the Name of 
Armstrong living on the Bank of the River at the head of Blaner 
—hassetts Island,2** about a mile below Little Kenhawa. The House 
stood immediately on the Bank & a little Garden inclosed with a 
brush fence on the Other side. The Indians got on the fence & 
press‘ it down, the fence, to imitate Cattle breaking over. Armstrong 
got up, unbarred the Door & went out: when within about a rod 
of the fence, he saw the Indians jumping over. He hastened in & 
barred the Door, but the Indians were close upon him; the Doors not 
being sufficiently strong, they beat them down with their Toma 
—hawks. The Man & his wife crept into the loft, burnt a hole 
through the roff of the cabben & jump out; the Man made his 
escape, the Woman brook her leg in striking the ground 
(153) 

ground & was dispached with the Knife. A Boy about ten Years old 
in the house was taken prisoner; the rest, four or five girls & boys, 


251 Jonas Davis, -1795; from Massachusetts; one of the original 48 
settlers; fiance of a daughter of Isaac Barker; slain by the Indians, Feb., 1795. 

252 Blennerhassett Island is the historic island which was the scene of the 
so-called Burr-Blennerhassett conspiracy. Located 14 miles south of Marietta in 
the Ohio River, it is about 34 miles long and contains 297 acres. In 1786 
Patrick Henry, then governor of Virginia, made out a patent ceding it to 
Alexander Nelson of Richmond, Va., who sold it to James Herron of Norfolk, 
Va. In 1797 Herron transferred the island to Elijah Backus, a member of the 
Ohio Co., who, the next year, sold the eastern lobe of the island (170 acres) to 
Harman and Margaret Blennerhassett who made it their home. 
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were Tomahawk‘! & scalp4. One Boy by the name of Hugh, whose 
Brains were running over his face, was still creeping & mourning 
about the house, perfectly insensible, & who died that night. Two 
sons, nearly men, [who] were in a small floating Mill Anchored in 
the Ohio, escaped without injury. 

Farmers Castle, the middle Garrison of Belprie, was 
learge & contained a learge number of houses, & altho the Upper & 
loer Garrisons had moved out, they had been replaced by immigration 
& otherwise intil all was full. Their situation, otherwise comfortable, 
wanted the convenience of a Corn Mill other than the hand mill 
which had heitherto been the substitute for Hydraulic Power, except 
they (as they sometimes did) went to Waterford, jenn: odd miles, 
[to] the nearest Water Mill. 

(154) 

In the fall of 1792 Griufin Green Eq‘, One of the 
Directors of the Ohio Comp’, a Native of Rhoad Island, and one of 
our engenious, interprising, & useful citizens, conceived he had 
invented a Machine which, wnen once put in Motion, would continue 
to move perpetually with its own power. He constructed a Machine 
of considerable size & expence: it consisted of three Arms about 
twelve feet long, armed with Lead at each end, & erected Virtically. 
The power to perpetuate the Motion was to be created by raising 
each Arm, as often as it came to a perpendicular position, about four 
Inches, so as the Wheel turned that end of the Arm which was 
decending would be projected four Inches beyond, & the rising end 
would be drawn four Inches within the Circumference — this was 
thought would give a preponderence to the two decending Arms 
sufficient to raise the third when perpendicular, and give it the 
necessary projection. The Wheel was started & continued moving 
brskly for a Considerable time, 


(155) 
time, & Nothing aparuntly retarded its Motion but the friction of 
the Mechinery — but this hairs bredth opposition continued to 


opperate until the Mechine stop‘ & perpetual Motion was lost. 

But Esq" Green was not of a temperament to be driven 
from the field of experiment by a first failure. He had been in 
Germany & had seen a Floating Mill for Grinding Corn Near 
Amsterdam, probably a tide Mill. He at once determined to convert 
his perpetual motion into Hydraulic power & his Machinery into a 
Corn Mill. In company with Capt Jonathan Devol, a Native of 
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Rhoad Island where he had been engaged in ship building, which 
subsequently he continued on the Muskingum River, & who was one 
of our most industrious & Interprising Citizens, they erected a 
Floating Mill. They built a small Flat Boat to sustain the Mill Stones 
& Mechinery on the inside, & got a long hollow syccamore & 
stopl[pled up the 
(156) 

two ends like a Boat to sustain the out end of the Wheel, & when 
done, Anchored it off in the quickest part of the stream. This Mill 
ground the Greatest part for the three settlements, was subsequently 
occupied by Armstrong on the Virginia side at the head of the Island, 
when his family was Kill‘ by the Indians, & finally brook away & 
was taken up down about Gallipolis & there put in opperation. Esq* 
Greens expectations were realized in the Mill, which Came much 
nearer a pepetual Motion than his first experiment. 

In the winter & Spring of 1792-3, Gen' Putnam, M!= 
Charles Green & Mr‘ Potts, a Mill wright, built a floating Mill at 
Campus Martius, & projected a pier from the bank to cover the Mill 
from the Ice & drift; This Mill did some work but the natural current 
of the River at that place proved too slow. It was moved up about a 
Mile to Caseys ripple, into Quicker water, but there is was exposed 


(157) 

to continual accidents. From a sudden rise of water, drift would 
lodge against it & sweep off down stream, & the whole Garrison we 
needed to move it against the stream to its place again. The cost of 
the Mill was a dead loss to the owners, & finally got away & floated 
off down the River & never returned. 

In the summer of 1790, Col® Ebenezer Sproat & Cap' 
Enoch Shepard, in C°, erected a Mill for sawing & Grinding on 
Duck Creek where Robinsons Mill now is. Learge & substantial 
frames were erected, the dam finished. The running Geers & Irons 
were compleated, except the Mill stones, by some Mill wrights who 
came from Pensylvania for that purpose, when the massacre at Big 
Bottom put a stop to further progress. The Mill was subsequently 
burnt & distroyed by the Indians. 

The same fall, two Brothers 


(158) 
by the Name of Potts built a Corn Mill upon a small scale on Mill 
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Creek, where M' M¢° Farling?®*? now owns. It was designed for an 
Overshot, & the race commenlcled near where the Road crosses to go 
to Duck Creek. The Mill was erected thirty or forty rods below; the 
Mill dam & race were so far Compleated as to be reddy for opperation 
when the War made it unsafe to proceed further, & the whole was 
subsequently burnt & distroyed by the Indians. The proprietors of 
this Mill were concerned in Building the floating Mill &?°* Campus 
Martius. 

On the conclusion of Waynes Treaty, signed the 3% 
of August, 1795, the Indian War Closed, & brot that security of 
person & property which had been so long witheld, & kept the 
settlement of the County dormant for nearly four Years. 

| (159) 
A. general Joy was the first effect, then a general Anxiety to locate 
& make a perminant settelment. Each individual bid adue to the 
Garrison (like the Tenants of the Ark), went in search of a resting 
place from the Confinement & watchings incident to a four Years 
Indian War. 

Capt Jonathan Devol, who built the Mayflower at 
Symrals ferry, the Boat which floated the Pioneers of the State of 
Ohio to Marietta, & who was a proprietor & erected the first floating 
Mill in the Western Country (many were built on the Ohio & 
Missipi afterwards & I believe some are still in Operation) still felt 
a disposition to accomodate the County with a Mill, & as there is no 
perennial streams except the Muskingum, which having a declivety 
of fifteen inches to the Mile while the Ohio has but eight, is much 
the Quickest stream — he found a small fall & a piece of Quick 
Water about five 

(160) 
five miles up the Muskingum, where he purchased Land, removed 
his family there, & erected a Floating Mill. This Mill was of Great 
Public Utility. The Inhabitents as far up the Ohio as Middle Island 
Creek & down as low as Belvill for many Years resorted to this Mill 
for grinding. He afterwards sucseeded the floating Mill by One built 
on a learger scale, placed upon Stone Piers, with a water Wheel 
forty feet in diameter& constructed for F louring, & opporated upon 
principally by the Natural Current assisted by a wing dam. Some of 


253 Mr. McFarling (?); no information. 
*°4 Possibly this should read, “at Campus Martius.” 
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these temporary Mills are still the only Mills to be relied upon in the 
dry season along the River. 

In 1792, When Wayne was appointed Major Geen 
[Gen.] of the United States Army, Genl* Putnam & Posey,”** of 
Virginia, were appointed Assistant Major Gen’, Gen' Putnam 
imployed Capt Jonathan Devol to build for him a handsome Red 
Ceder Barge 

(161) 

Barge of aboute five or six tons burthen, in which he went down the 
Ohio & Concluded a Treaty with the Wabash & Illinois Indians, in 
sep. But as Gen! Wayne was first Consul & having no particular 
relish for coequel Military Advisors, Putnam & Posey resigned & 
went home. The Barge was out of Use, being too delicate for common 
use, was neither to be lent or hired nor sold. He conceived a Theory 
which would dispence with the first Law of Mechinics: “What is 
gaind in Power is lost in Motion,” and that the strength of a Man, 
applyed to move a Boat through the water with an Oar, might be 
doubled by applying it to more compound Machine. He put one on 
his Boat, which was to be moved ahead by means of Paddles set into 
a rod which run fore & aft parrelled with the Water, & attached to 
a crank at each end which moved the rods & Paddles fore & aft in a 
Circle. [As] the Cranks turned down, the 


(162) 

paddles moved aft through the water, & the Boat ahead. These cranks 
Were put in Motion by steel springs, which being drawn down by a 
Crank & Chain altelrlnately, their power was, by means of a rachet 
Wheel, was madle] Continuel; but Water is not elastic — the stroke 
of the springs were so quick & Violent that nearly their whole 
strength was spent on the paddles firls]t striking the Water, & their 
elasticity was soon lost. 

The Boat was pushed into the stream & a few strokes 
were given, with little effect. When one spring broke, he put ashore 
& told his hands to take the Machine & put in his Office loft, & Call 
it Putnams Folly. 


255 Gen. Thomas Posey, 1750-1818; native of Va.; soldier, Lord Dunmore’s 
War, 1774; Rev. War; Indian War, 1791-1794; 80V-, Indiana Terr., 1813-1816; 
agent for Indian Affairs, Ill. Terr., 1816-1818. 
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